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WHAT’S COMING UP?
AUGUST
Fri. Aug 5, 6pm - Evening Divine
Liturgy for the Feast of The Holy
Transfiguration
Sun. Aug 14 - Feast of Dormition of
the Theotokos celebrated at Divine
Liturgy

SEPTEMBER
Sun. Sept 9 - 1st Day of Church School
Nujoud Makhlouf has been appointed
Director of Church School.
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THE JOY OF OUR LABOR
Dear Elians,
I greet you and your loved ones with
a holy kiss, praying you and your
family are in the best of spirit as we
enjoy the experience our Annual
Festival.
The Annual Festival is a special
event to our family of St. Elias as
we first and foremost celebrate our
Patron Feast St. Elias, the Thyranoixia (first official opening of the
Church) July 20, 1969 the same day
Neil Armstrong landed on the Moon;
secondly, the Annual Festival is an
opportunity for our family to share
its heritage, spiritually and culturally,
with our friends and visitors within
our community. We take pride that
our family, of which you are an integral member when actively bearing
witness to our faith, was delivered
first to the saints and transmitted by
our forefathers to us.
Although this is a great task, we
are grateful to all dedicated church
members who gave up personal time
and energy to share the burden. The
joy of this labor is in the fruits that
they bear. In times like this, we are
asked to lay aside all of our indifferences and come together both young

and old to lift the burden together
in the Love that Christ commanded
of us to “love one another as I have
loved you” (John 15:12). With having celebrated the Feast of Pentecost,
the descent of the Holy Spirit, we
are to take comfort that the Holy
Spirit which perfects, safeguards and
strengthens will be with us in our
endeavor for the glory of God.
The Annual Festival is also an
opportunity for St. Elias to add to
the needed funds for the upkeep our
Continued on next page

The Joy of our Labor continued
facility so all of us and our children
will have a place of worship. Financial income also helps lessen the
burden on our elderly and those
in need. Extra income helps the
church’s various ministries in promoting the faith as we begin preparation for the coming church year. Let
us remember the words of Bishop
Antoun, “One hand does not clap,
you need two hands”.
It was wonderful seeing you all in
church and at the festival; while
laboring side by side we experience
the joy of success and give praise to
God who brings us into unity for a
common cause.

GEARING UP... FOR YEAR #87
Antiochian
Women’s President,
Grace Khairallah
appears on WSYR
TV’s Bridge Street.
Grace was also
interviewed by CNY
Central’s Laura
Hand.

In Christ,
Fr. Elias

Taghreed begins the task of picking
grapeleaves! Thank you to all who
helped!

New this year: www.syracusemideastfest.com, in addition to a paid Facebook
campaign!

Father Elias helps Nick and Taghreed prepare the grapleaves.

“A Christian Does Not
Control His Own Life, But
Gives His Whole Time To
God”- St. Ignatius
QUOTATION FROM ST. IGNATIUS TO THE SMYRNEANS
Submitted by Dona Savage
In his letter to the church at Smyrna,
St. Ignatius w rites: All of you are to
follow the bishop as Jesus Christ follows the Father, and the presbytery as
the apostles. Respect the deacons as
the command of God. Apart from the
bishop no one is to do anything pertaining to the church. A valid Eucharist is to be defined as one celebrated
by the bishop or by a representative of
his. Wherever the bishop appears, the

Lawn signs were placed strategically
throughout CNY! This year we
ordered additional signs AND made
them two color to stand out even
more!

It’s a family affair! The Craigs help
lay the groundwork for the festival!

whole congregation is to be present
just as wherever Jesus Christ is, there
is the whole Church. (Smyrnaeans8)
St. Ignatius is very clear: The Church
is not a democracy; it is rather something divine As the Father is King of
the Universe, so is the bishop his icon
(image) in the Church.
The above is taken from The Order of
St. Ignatius of Antioch.

URGENT MATTER
Liturgical Offering and
Expectations
All Orthodox adult membership are
expected:
• To attend all liturgical services if
one is able
• To offer the Holy Bread of Oblation once a year
• To support financial obligation
• To have home blessed
• To support church organization
activities
• To help with the church festival

The
fellowship
of St. John
the Divine

Would you like to
be included in our
list of birthdays
and anniversaries ?
Please help us keep our records
current by contacting Dona Savage
at steliasny@aol.com!
(Ascribed members of St. Elias
only, please!)

By SHEILA MAZUR, PRESIDENT

LET’S GET
INVOLVED!

This fall, St. John the Divine of St.
Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church
is hoping to sponsors more fellowship events. We are always looking
for your support. Some suggestions
we have are: movie nights, paint
night, hooping class for all ages.
Come join us as we work to promote
fellowship (and fun). We will also
be looking for volunteers to help
decorate our church for the holiday
season, so keep that in mind.

Autism Research Project!

Special General Assembly Meeting
Recap
On June 5th, a Special General Assembly Meeting was held following
Liturgy for the purpose of discussing
the repairs needed to the parking lot
prior to the festival. Shibel Jabaji
presented the information that the
Building and Grounds committee had
gathered. The Parish Council was
asking for approval to spend $7,000
for the needed repairs. A vote was
taken:

57 Approved
0 No
0 Abstentions
Serene Habayeb one of our own, is a
doctoral student in Clinical Psychology at Catholic University of America.
She is conducting a research project
exploring the experiences of Arab
American Caregivers raising children
with Autism Spectrum Disorder and
other developmental disabilities.
If interested contact St. Elias Church
to forward your name to Serene.

Keep your eyes open
for the next MOVIE NIGHT
sponsored by The Fellowship
of St. John the Divine.

Building & Grounds

Participants who complete the
phone interview can enter a lottery
to receive a $50.00 gift card.

Along with approving the parking lot
repairs, Shibel also presented information on the Building Renovation &
Enhancement Projects which include:
Ramp to be installed at the
•
back entrance of the church
•
Kitchen: Final drawings are
done and negotiations with contractors are being done. The plan is to
extend the kitchen 7 feet into the hall,
include renovations to the hall, rubber
flooring, LED lighting, replacing the
oven in the kitchen
Installing of Dome: Will be
•
done in the front of the building at
the entrance way, along with adding
stained glass windows in the church
proper.

tary to the annual Delegates
Meeting.
We kicked off the month of
November by sponsoring
coffee hour. Some of the
money raised was
added to the collection taken for the
Special Olympics. We also conducted our first annual Apple Pie Sale.
Teens gathered to make pies on a
Saturday afternoon, and sold them
just in time for the Thanksgiving
Holiday. We were blessed to have
His Grace Bishop ALEXANDER
visit with us
during the
month. We
enjoyed breakfast and a Q&A
with Bishop
ALEXANDER,
Father Elias and
Deacon Nicholas. Later that
day, as we have
done in the
past, the teens
helped set up and clean up at our Antiochian Women’s Annual Thanksgiving Dinner (fund raiser).

Our Year in Review
Report submitted to doecuny 2016
Dear Fellow SOYO Members,
Christ is in our Midst! We are blessed to be together again.
Since our last gathering at the Parish
Life Conference in Geneva, St. Elias
Syracuse has had a very active year!
While our numbers may have been
smaller than previous years due to
many members heading off to continue their education, we accomplished
a great deal!
I was honored to be able to represent
our Diocese and attend IOCC ServeX-Treme in August, where I traveled
to Minnesota and helped build homes
through Habitat for Humanity, feed
the hungry and clean a homeless
shelter and care for children at The
Boys and Girls Club. This week-long
service was a humbling experience
and gave me the opportunity to help
others while worshiping and making
friends with other Orthodox youth
from around the country.
Our teens took time out on a Sunday
in September to babysit the children
of our church as we began our new
fiscal year while all of our parents
met at a general assembly meeting.

December was a great month. We
began our annual hat and coat drive
for a local shelter and continued to
collect canned goods for the hungry. We enjoyed our teen Christmas
party, and after, we visited parishioners who had been unable to make
it to church due to illness. We sang
Christmas carols and church hymns
for them. This is always a very moving and special time for all of us.

As October is designated as Youth
Month, our teens took turns greeting
parishioners and handing out bulletins, taking the collection, ushering,
reading the Epistles and delivering
sermonettes. Despite busy school
schedules, we were also fortunate
enough to send Samira, our Secre-

In January, we delivered the coats,
hats and gloves collected from our
generous parishioners to the shelter.
We wrapped up our canned food
drive and were pleased to deliver
the goods (119 pounds!) to the local
food pantry, as well. Many of our
teens also visited a local nursing

home to entertain and share our
culture with Dabkeh. As our Choir is
made up of many teens, we also sang
a few of our church hymns.
We held our Annual Fellowship
Pasta Dinner in February. Everyone
enjoyed pasta, homemade sauce,
meatballs and a garden salad. Proceeds from the 50-50 raffle were
used to purchase supplies to make
sandwiches for the homeless shelter.
We delivered them, along with some
fruit and water to complete the meal.
Also that month, our group joined
GOYA, teens from the local Greek
Orthodox Church for an
afternoon of ice skating in
downtown Syracuse and
evening vespers.
March consisted of cleaning the neighborhood
around the church (March
19-Day of Service). The
teens also sponsored a
delicious and successful Falafel Dinner. Who
doesn’t like falafel, right?
April was a time to prepare for the
crucifixion and resurrection of our
Lord and participate in our traditions
of Holy Week. Teens that attended
the Holy Unction service on Holy
Wednesday read the Epistles. On
Good Friday, we gathered before the
Lamentation Service and decorated
Christ’s tomb with flowers. After
Friday night’s service, we colored
eggs and prepared the leaves Father
uses during the Saturday morning
Divine Liturgy. We held our annual
vigil, but this year was a little different. We had our “Ask Abouna”
time and some members took confession. We read the bible in front of
the altar, at our Lord Jesus Christ’s
tomb. We added a “teen talk” which
was run by Natalie Rott and myself.
We allowed the teens to write anonymous questions and we answered
Continued on page 4

Our Year in Review continued

Our St. Elias Middle Festival was
once again a wonderful event and
to all who labored for the Church, a
sincere thank you is extended.
Thank you to all who serve the daily
and weekly needs of our church and
a special thanks to the extraordinary
efforts of the community, the ladies
and festival leaders working for our
annual festival. For all the hard work
is for the sole purpose of the wellbeing of our church and to serve the
Lord. Colossians 3:17 says, “And
whatsoever ye do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father
by him.”

them. Given the age difference we
have already dealt with many of the
things they are facing and will be going through. We gave them advice and
explained to them that no one is like
us, and that we follow a different path
than most because we are Orthodox
Christians. This is something that Natalie and I really enjoyed doing, and
the teens loved it as well! We continued our tradition Saturday morning
with the Divine Liturgy. Each teen did
readings and sang during the service.
We later arrived for the Holy Pascha
service and stayed for breakfast. Holy
Week and Good Friday are some of
our favorite services to attend and be
a part of.
On Mother’s Day, we honored each
mother in the church with a flower
and let them know just how special
each and every one of them is.

From June until now, many of our
teens continue to attend Sunday
School, sing in the Choir and serve
on the Altar. Some will travel to
the Antiochian Village this summer,
some to Camp Transfiguration. We
have also been preparing for our 87th
Annual Middle Eastern Festival! Our
teens will be performing dabkeh,
cooking, serving and cleaning. Our
event (now 4 days!) draws about
6,000 visitors from all over Central
New York. Think about a road trip to
Syracuse next weekend… We know
you’ll enjoy the festivities!
In Christ,
Olivia Sauro
Teen SOYO President
St. Elias, Syracuse

It is with great gratitude that we
acknowledge all the individuals who
labor for the church, our community
and bring God glory!

Respectfully,
Ronda T. Akl

Chairmen:
Wahid Akl & Ramzi Khairallah

Dabkeh dancers practice their
steps before opening night!

Our teens
enjoy
spending
time with
the ladies
picking
parsley
for
tabbouleh.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
Proverbs 3:5-6

Best Wishes Sunday School & High School Graduates!

Faris Al-Khoury
Faris is a graduate of CW Baker
High School in Baldwinsville. He
will be attending Onondaga Community College in the fall to study
Biochemistry, and Upstate Medical
University to receive his Bachelor’s
Degree in Medical Technology.

Elias Gantos
Elias is a graduate of from Jamesville- Dewitt High School in Dewitt.
He will be attending Clarkson
University in the fall to study
Engineering and Business.

Olivia Michele Sauro
Olivia is a graduate Westhill High
School in Syracuse. She will be
attending Niagara University in the
fall to study Political Science .

For every ending, there’s a new beginning; for every memory,
there’s a dream ahead.
The happy times you’ve had so far, the poeple that you’ve met,
will always be a part of life, you’ll never quite forget.
But even better, brighter days are waiting just for you.
So dream your dreams, and start in now, to make them all come true!
May God continue to bless you today and always.
Author Unknown

Best Wishes college Graduates!

Jason Abdo
Jason received his Bachelor of
Science degree (BS) from the
University at Buffalo’s School of
Management in finance. He has
taken a job with

Hanna Nabeel Algattas
Hanna received his Doctorate of
Medicine (MD) in Neurosurgery
from The University of Rochester
Medical School. He will perform
his residency at the University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center.

Hannah Ballinger
Hannah received a Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree (BFA) in Fashion
Design from Syracuse University.
She is opening her own business
that includes: custom designs,
repurposing, alterations, and
children’s clothing.

Nancy Hilda Dannoun

Sara El-Amir

Kyle Fedrizzi

Nancy received her Bachelor of
Science degree (BS) in Nutrition and
Dietetics from Syracuse University.
She is planning a continuation of
study with Syracuse University’s
Dietetic Internship.

Sara received her Bachelor of Science
degree (BS) in Nutritional Science
from Syarcuse University. She will
be conducting research for a year
and then will continue on to graduate
school.

Kyle received his Bachelor of Science
degree (BS) in Education (Physical
Education) from SUNY Cortland.

From baking and rolling to
skewering and mailing... the
contributions were tremendous.
Thank you to all who helped in the
preparation!

The life of
prophet elias
Elias of great fame was from
Thisbe or Thesbe, a town of
Galaad (Gilead), beyond the
Jordan. He was of priestly lineage,
a man of a solitary and ascetical
character, clothed in a mantle
of sheep skin, and girded about his loins with a
leathern belt. His name is
interpreted as “Yah is my
God.” His zeal for the glory
of God was compared to
fire, and his speech for
teaching and rebuke was
likened unto a burning
lamp. From this too he
received the name
Zealot. Therefore, set
aflame with such zeal, he
sternly reproved the impiety and lawlessness of
Ahab and his wife Jezebel. He shut up heaven by
means of prayer, and it did
not rain for three years
and six months. Ravens
brought him food for his
need when, at God’s command, he was hiding by
the torrent of Horrath. He
multiplied the little flour
and oil of the poor widow
of Sarephtha of Sidon, who
had given him hospitality in her
home, and when her son died, he
raised him up. He brought down
fire from Heaven upon Mount
Carmel, and it burned up the sacrifice offered to God before all the
people of Israel, that they might
know the truth. At the torrent of
Kisson, he slew 450 false prophets and priests who worshipped

idols and led the people astray.
He received food wondrously at
the hand of an Angel, and being strengthened by this food he
walked for forty days and forty
nights. He beheld God on Mount

through as it were on dry land; and
finally, while speaking with him,
Elias was suddenly snatched away
by a fiery chariot in the year 895
B.C., and he ascended as though
into heaven, whither God most
certainly translated him alive, as
He did Enoch (Gen. 5:24; IV Kings
2: 11). But from thence also, after
seven years, by means of an epistle he reproached Joram, the son
of Josaphat, as it is written: “And
there came a message in writing
to him from Elias the Prophet,
saying, Thus saith the Lord God
of David thy father, Because thou
hast not walked in the way,” and so
forth (II Chron. 21:12). According
to the opinion of the majority of
the interpreters, this came to pass
either through his disciple Elisseus,
or through another Prophet when
Elias appeared to them, even as he
appeared on Mount Tabor to the
disciples of Christ (see Aug. 6).
From The Orthodox Marketplace

Laid to Rest
FUAD HODGE
July 17, 2016
Horeb, as far as this is possible for
human nature. He foretold the destruction of the house of Ahab, and
the death of his son Ohozias; and
as for the two captains of fifty that
were sent by the king, he burned
them for their punishment, bringing fire down from Heaven. He
divided the flow of the Jordan, and
he and his disciple Elisseus passed

Best wishes to Nader and Diana Souri
on the churching of their son,
Geries Nader Souri , April 24, 2016,
Palm Sunday.

happy
birthday

July
Hilda Khammar 		
Gabriella Underwood
Shibel Jabaji 		
Sammer Essi 		
Victoria Hodge 		
Nader Jiries 		
Jacob Sousou 		
Andrew Dannoun
Gabrielle Gunnip
Dina Arnold 		
Ronald Cotran 		
Samira Mahshie 		
Elias Shamieh		
Dalal Jiries 		
Elizabeth Preston
Sami Tawil 		
Michael Buza Sr.
Brian Craig 		
Nabil Jabaji 		
Laila Fashho 		
Nadia Peterson 		
Lalia Tadros 		
Evelyn Gabriel 		
Jacob Carter 		
Joan Jacobs 		
Nadim Nasser 		
Charles Shahin 		
Sally Aitchison 		
Elia Sousou 		
Jonathon Underwood
Reema Habayeb
Edmon Salameh
Yousef Shamma
Kelsey Carter 		
Elaina El-Amir 		
Majdolin Essi-Dain
Mai Makhlouf 		
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8
11
11
11
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31

Dona Savage 		
Nabil Abdallah 		
Elaine Buza 		
Richard Cotran 		
Rima Arnold 		
Mariem Tadrus 		
Serene Habayeb 		
Rania Habib 		
Shirley Sabbagh
Richard Abdo 		
Mark Khairallah 		
Nibal Saad 		
Dorothea Coville
Samuel Coville 		
Mary El-Amir 		
Eveline Abdo 		
Fayez Abu-Manneh
Salma Abu-Manneh
Paul Eadi 		
Cecilia Shahin 		
Sawsan Dannoun
John Khammar
Zakaria Musallam
Kristen El-Amir 		
Anna Abboud 		
Joshua Urbas 		
Gabrielle Tawil 		
Yvonne Atallah-Yunes
Samir Tawil 		
Antoinette Rezak
Fuad Hodge 		
Noor Salameh 		
Marina Warner 		
Mazen Beshara 		
Rola Cotran 		
Scott Gantos 		
Alexander Craig

1
2
2
5
7
7
9
9
11
14
14
14
15
15
16
17
17
17
17
17
19
20
20
21
23
23
24
25
25
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
30

Milia Alamir 		
Mary Sawalha 		
Bob Fedrizzi 		
Sami Makhlouf 		
Nicole Abdo 		
Merian Tomeh 		
Raed Tadrus 		
Kathy Fedrizzi 		
Jason Abdo 		
Marie Awwad 		
Rose Hawa 		
Issa Nesheiwat 		
Aida Souri 		
Naela Jiries 		
Nadine Habayeb
Simon Abboud 		
Deborah Eassa 		
Magdalena Mahshie
Diane Souri 		
Emily Essi 		
Justin Carter 		
Nabeel Jiries 		
Pamela Eadi 		
Mila Hinnawi 		
George Dannoun
Salwa Habayeb 		
Tina Kissman 		
Michael Peterson
Kip Shehadi-Capps
Faris Sousou 		
Zakary George 		
Lyla Abboud 		
Nancy Dayeh 		
Ruba Tadros 		
Nuha Zraik 		
Michael Abdo 		

August

happy
anniversary
July
William & Helen Vassily 		
Sammer & Deborah Essi 		
Salim & Laila Fashho 		
John & Cindy Abdo 		
Simon & Lily Abboud 		
Joseph & Janice Peter 		
Fadi & Nujoud Makhlouf 		
Karen & Tony Caporizzo 		
James & Elizabeth Gunnip

September

August

1
4
4
12
18
21
24
28
29

Elias & Anna Abboud 		
Fouad & Lina Tadrus 		
Nabil & Suad Jabaji 		
Andrew & Sally Aitchison
Elias & Mary Sawalha 		
Deacon Nicholas & Maggie Mahshie
Nadia & Michael Peterson
Gloria Dayeh & Elias Shamieh
Cindy & Jack Forsyth 		
Khader & Noor Salameh 		
Elia & Nuha Sousou 		
Fahed & Dalal Jiries 		

1
1
2
2
3
3
4
5
6
6
7
7
7
8
9
11
11
12
12
13
15
17
18
18
19
20
21
21
21
22
23
26
26
28
29
30

September
6
11
13
14
14
15
18
19
22
28
28
31

Michael & Elaine Buza Sr. 		
B.R. & Elizabeth Kissman 		
Charles & Cecilia Shahin 		
Fayez & Nadia Abu Manneh
Andrew & Holly Kane 		
Suleiman & Nancy Dayeh 		
Brian & Joanne Craig 		
Samir & Laurie Tawil 		
Matthew & Nisreen Tadros
David & Renee Underwood
Ronald & Rola Cotran 		
Charles & Jewell Gabriel 		
Philip & Evelyn Gabriel 		

1
1
1
3
3
6
7
8
17
20
22
25
28
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