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Dear Elians:
I embrace you and your loved ones 
with a holy kiss as we come to-
gether to celebrate Christ’s Holy 
Resurrection: a continuous festive 
celebration of 40 days after a long 
arduous spiritual journey of 40 days 
of Lent. In the midst of these two 
events we would have witnessed 
the crucifixion, death and triumphal 
resurrection.

Beloved: the holy Orthodox Church 
declares to us every Sunday during 
these jubilant times:
“Today is the day of resurrection!  
Let us shine with the feast!  Let 
us embrace one another. Let us 
say, Brethren!  And because of the 
resurrection, let us forgive all things 
to those who hate us, and in this 
wise, exclaim,  Christ is risen from 
the dead; trampling down death by 
death, and upon those in the tombs 
bestowing life”.  A life renewed, a 
life invigorated, a life refreshed for 
it has drunk a new drink from the 
fountain of life. For us, we have 
become integral members of this 

new creation through the shedding 
of Christ’s blood on the Cross.  It is 
no wonder that we say “through the 
Cross Joy has come to the world”.  
It is this joy in the spirit that we are 
called upon collectively and indi-
vidually to reveal to the world and 
to one another by deed. It is an op-
portunity to witness to our untainted 
faith, witness to Christ’s message 
so that we can have our share in his 
heavenly kingdom.

In the meantime, we at St. Elias are 
continuing in our efforts and with 

Continued on next page

April 1 - Palm Sunday 
April 8- Pascha
April 14- Hafli at Justin’s Tuscan Grill

Cooking Preparations for Festival (See 
tentative schedule inside The Cornerstone)
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Cooking Preparations for Festival (See 
tentative schedule inside The Cornerstone)
June 28-July 1- Parish Life Conference in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia

July 12-July 15- 2018 Middle Eastern Festival
make a note

May 16- The Ascension Divine Liturgy 6pm
May 27- Pentecost

Join us for 

the Hafli on 

Saturday, 

April 14!



our limitations to be the witnesses 
in our community. Our growth is 
indeed dependent on our positive 
attitude as we forge ahead with 
fortitude and accomplish our vision 
with certitude that it will be blessed 
by our Savior through the interces-
sions of our patron Prophet Elias. 

At this time, we call upon all mem-
bers to support our upcoming Hafli 
and Festival, and other activities 
of our parish; yet above all we are 
called upon to be a welcoming, lov-
ing, and caring family who worships 
together, and breaks bread in the 
fellowship with one another.

Beloved, in Syracuse, we have 
witnessed some of our membership 
on the move because of the eco-
nomic situations, etc., yet our Lord 
is merciful to us by sending us new 
parishioners.  Let us ask ourselves 
what we can do to make our church 
appealing and rewarding. Participa-
tion in Liturgical services should be 
first on the list.  The early church 
grew because of their love to gather 
with one another at divine services 
and not around coffee hour.

May the light of the empty tomb 
shine upon you and your family, as 
you rediscover your disposition in 
this new creation in Christ.

In Christ,
Fr. Elias Nasr

A Time of Rediscovery continued

Father Elias and Deacon Nicholas host visiting clergy at the Pan Orthodox Service held at St. Elias. 
Following the service, clergy and parishioners enjoyed a Lenten meal sponsored by our Antiochian 
Women. Thank you, Rita and all of the ladies who helped!

Home for spring break, college student, 
Olivia Sauro reads  the Prayer of Paul The 
Cenobite to the Most Holy Theotokos during 
an Akiathist/Madayeh service.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Like the apple of Thine eye preserve 
me, O Lord God; defend me and 
beneath Thy wings shelter me from 
temptations. 

-- St Ephraim the Syrian

Benefits the St. Elias Church 
Building Fund.

Saturday, April 14 . 6:30pm 
Justin’s Tuscan Grill

$65 per person

Join us for an enjoyable 
evening with Dinner, Wine, 
Dessert, Raffles & lots of 

dancing. Entertainment by 
DJ Gabriel! 

Call Holly Kane at 
315-415-1094 to reserve 

your tickets!

Hafl i !



Submitted by Dona Savage

Order of 
St. Ignatius

I want to take care of my own 
parish. I support my church and 
have no connection with the 
Archdiocese.

The Order also wants to help take care 
of your parish! The Order impacts and 
actually saves the parishes money by 
supporting Christian Edu-
cation, music, evangelism 
and various other depart-
ments. The Order contrib-
utes 25% of its budget to 
the retired clergy housing 
allowance, sponsors the 
young people camping 
experience and the annual 
college conference. The 
future of the church as a whole does 
not rest on just a few, but on many. 
With all the facets of parish and Arch-
diocesan life to fund, parishes can’t do 
it alone. We are all connected to the 
Archdiocese family in some way.

I have nothing to gain by joining 
the Order and I give to many 
worthy organizations and want to 
spread my giving.

The Order donates to many wonder-
ful organizations throughout North 
America and the world touching 
many, many people with a budget of 

over $1.5 million. You can’t do that 
alone. “We should do what we can 
for our church and archdiocese, not 
ask what our church and archdiocese 
can do for us” to paraphrase Khalil 
Gibran.

I feel silly going up to the altar to 
receive a “red ribbon” from the 
Bishop. It’s too showy.

In the oath during induction it states: 
“May the cross (it is NOT called a rib-
bon) with which you will be invested 
be a reminder of Him who willingly 
accepted the Cross for our salvation…
May the crimson of the ribbon recall 
the blood which the Martyr Ignatius 
shed for Christ.” Standing before God 
and pledging our commitment to Him 
is an honor. If you prefer, simply wear 
the pin each new member receives.

The Order is just about money. 
It’s only for the rich.

Yes it is and it isn’t! In order to partic-
ipate it this wonderful ministry you 
do have to pledge an annual donation 
but Order membership just does not 
stop there. You can get involved as 
much or as little as you like.

And, yes, the Order is only for the 
rich. Those rich in faith, service and 
thankfulness! At $1.35 a day how 
can you afford not to be a member? 
Members are from all walks of life:, 
teachers, retirees, jewelers, house-
wives, computer programmers, auto 
mechanics, students, secretaries, 
dental hygienists, warehouse workers, 
postal workers, shoemakers, printers 
and there are many adult members 
who  remember their time at camp 
with much fondness and want to give 
back. They give back through the Or-
der. Anyone of any age can join and 
any member can utilize the electronic 
funds transfer system which makes 
donating so much easier.

PARTICIPATE TODAY!
The above is taken from The Order of 
St. Ignatius information packet.

Excuses for not joining the Order of St. Ignatius

Your support to your parish is 
your OBLIGATION. 

Your participation in the Order 
is a DONATION

STOP THE EXCUSES! 



Antiochian Women
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As you know, March is designated 
Antiochian Women’s Month in our 
church. It’s a time when the Antio-
chian Orthodox Christian Women 
of North America encourage their 
sisters in Christ to participate in 
the Liturgy and minister in their 
parishes and their communities.   

To this end, we participated in 
ushering, reading the Epistle in 
both Arabic and English, and 
giving the sermonette.

On Sunday, March 4th we hosted 
the Pan-Orthodox Service and 
prepared a Lenten meal shared 
with the visiting clergy and 
parishioners from other local 
Orthodox churches.

It is always nice to hear that all the 
visitors enjoy coming to our church 
for the vespers and Lenten dinner, 
we had great attendance.

Also we held our Roast Beef Lun-
cheon fundraiser on January 28th.

Finally, we held our first Fish and 
Fries Luncheon on Sunday, March 
25th. This is the day we celebrate 
The Annunciation; a day during 
lent in which we are allowed to eat 
fish.

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank you all for your generous 
donations, support and endless 
help.                                               
                                                         
Your  Sister in Christ,                                                           
Rita Algattas, President

I’ve heard it said that Orthodoxy is 
the best kept secret in America.  But 
for me it is my HOME, my JOY and 
my fulfillment.  It has been passed 
onto me by my parents as part of my 
cultural upbringing.

Sometimes I take for granted the 
richness of our church, and by rich 
I mean the depth and the strength 
of the Orthodox beliefs.  How much 
meaning the Incarnation and Resur-
rection of Jesus has in our church, not 
just at Christmas and Easter, but every 
day.  And we are so rich to believe that 
every person is redeemed through 
Christ’s incarnation and Resurrec-
tion.  How the Son of God…His only 
son assumed our flesh, body and soul 
and lived among us- like one of us -in 
order to redeem us. His divine nature 
was completely united to our human 
nature. This is the backdrop of our 
Orthodox faith.         

While I find comfort in my church, 
I have to remember to not take it for 
granted; that I need to stay humble 
and to serve, to not say “NO” when 
asked to help.  Like when I was asked 
to give this sermon.  My head was 
going back and forth as though to say 
no, but my mouth and my heart said 
“YES”.  I don’t really know how that 
happened.  But here I am.  Giving, 
and willingly.  When I am asked, I am 
there.  Whether it be working at the 
sweets table at the Saint’s Day Festival, 
or singing in the choir, or giving a ser-
monette… I do so willingly and with 
an open heart.

Another important piece of my Or-
thodox religion is prayer. There are so 
many different reasons to pray; when 
I’m happy and thankful, and when I’m 
sad or lonely and depressed.  Whatev-
er the reason I know God is listening. 

Praying at home is one thing, but 
praying in church, in God’s House, 
this beautiful house… with all these 
candles, and incense and icons.  I light 
a candle every time I come to church 
as a symbol that WE are reflecting the 
light of Christ and a reminder that 
God is watching over me and hearing 
my prayers with the incense rising 
and lifting up our prayers… and the 
beautiful icons.   I wish I knew the 
story that each one tells…I must have 
missed that class in Sunday school… 
but I can still ask and learn. 
     
The hope that takes away despair is in 
the remembrance of Christ’s resurrec-
tion.  His death on the cross brought 
unimaginable pain and sorrow not 
only to his mother, but to so many 
who loved and followed him. No one 
knew then that Christ would arise 
from the dead.  But we now know.  
And just as that horrible day brought 
so many tears, just as we go through 
pain and loss and misery, we can have 
faith that like Jesus’ resurrection, our 
problems, and our pain can be turned 
around and that there is light to come 
that we can’t always see.

And with this overwhelming joy, I 
learn gratitude.  I learn how fortunate 
I am to be an Orthodox Christian.  
I am grateful that my upbringing 
taught me the importance of loving 
this church, serving with graciousness 
and giving with a happy heart.  I am 
grateful that God is a loving God, not 
a punishing God, which helps me to 
confess my sins and ask for forgive-
ness so that I can forgive those who 
have trespassed against me. 
  
I love this church and the beauty of 
thy house.  It is my home, my joy and 
my fulfillment.

Written by Victoria Hodge for Sunday 3/18/18

be grateful and find comfort in your orthodox faith



Your Festival, Your Community

Food Preparation Schedule 
Our festival is around the corner. It 
is our biggest fundraising effort and 
a time where all parishioners come 
together to ensure the prosperity and 
continuity of our church. It is defi-
nitely a tiring but exciting time, and 
our ladies and gentlemen have volun-
teered their time and effort over the 
years, without expecting personal gain 
or recognition. 

We will be starting the food prepa-
ration phase in early May. This is the 
preliminary schedule; any changes 

PLEASE MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!

 May 3: Ka’ak
 May 10: Maamoul 
 May 24: Ghraybeh
 June 15: Grape leaves
 Harriseh TBD

will be communicated if necessary. 
I want to thank everyone, especially 
the ladies, whose selfless and uncon-
ditional commitment to our church is 
overwhelming. I stand in admiration 
of all the continued sacrifices that our 
parishioners have made for all of these 
years. 

May God bless you all! 

Your sister in Christ, 
Grace Khairallah.

Dear fellow parishioners, 

A new year and a new festival are 
upon us. The planning and prepara-
tions have started. This is one event 
that has defined our determination 
and hard work. 

We have been able to bring a new life 
to our festival with so many changes 
in the recent years, and our total sales 
have grown by 250 %. But through 
it all, the goal of such an event must 
always be the value of man, and not 
any other value.

If we are to be judged one day by the 
Lord on our individual accounts, it 
will be in relationship to what we did 
to other fellow men and women. 
 

Similarly, if it is by the culmination of 
many individual efforts that success is 
achieved, success will be judged by its 
affect on fellow festival workers and 
visitors.

Therefore I ask each and everyone of 
you to give their best effort; and as I 
have given you great news in the past 
regarding our festival, I come to you 
again with great expectations of suc-
cess for the upcoming year.

There will always be changes if the 
plan is to improve, and there will 
always be a chance to try harder...even 
if it feels as if our goal is surpassing 
us, as long as we keep working togeth-
er for that goal, and trust each other’s 
Goodwill, God’s will.

If you have any questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to address me as 
I will be willing to discuss everything 
in detail with you. 

The festival date is set for July 12-15.  
Please reach out to Kathy Fedrizzi, 
Louise Gantos, Lulu Abdo or Hilda 
Khammar to  place your name on the 
many available work shifts. And most 
of all, as you’re volunteering your 
precious time, keep smiling and try to 
enjoy the good music !

Your brother,

Ramzi Khairallah
2018 Festival Chairman

Thursday, July 12 through
Sunday, July 15!



Patience.  The Greek word for the 
fourth fruit of the Holy Spirit is often 
translated as patience, but a more lit-
eral translation is “long suffering” or 
“slow to anger.”  “Patience” is derived 
from a Latin word, meaning to suffer 
or to endure.  We all know that in 
life there will be things that confront 
us, that upset us, that seem to “get in 
the way” of what we have to accom-
plish.  Instead of losing our patience, 
these are the things that we have to 
be “slow to anger” in dealing with.  
The things that disturb us only do so 
because we allow them to.  
By falling time and time 
again out of the state of 
peace that we are meant 
to exist in, by rejecting 
prayerfulness, by enter-
ing into anger and being 
consumed by it, we alone 
are truly responsible for 
this disturbance.
  
While this is entirely common and 
is seen in most settings, at work, at 
church or at home, there is a solu-
tion for this - Forgiveness.  Forgive-
ness stands at the very center of our 
Christian faith and of Christian life 
because Christianity itself is, above 
all, the religion of forgiveness. God 
forgives us, and His forgiveness is in 
Christ, Whom He sends to us, so that 
by sharing in His humanity we may 
share in His love and be reconciled 
with God.  It is the renewal of that 
love that we seek in Great Lent, in 
fasting and prayer, in the entire spirit 
and the entire effort of that season. 

Forgiveness has three phases—phases 
that repeat over and over again in 
our Christian lives. The first step in 
the process of forgiveness involves 
forgiving ourselves. This endeavor 
of facing our own failures, errors, 
and dark places involves accepting 
that we are merely human beings 
living in this fallen world, with a 
high likelihood of making mistakes 
on a daily basis.  The second step 
in the process of forgiveness is to 
forgive others. The reading from St 
Matthew’s Gospel puts it very clearly: 
“For if you forgive men their offens-
es, your heavenly Father will forgive 
you; but if you do not forgive men, 
neither will your Father forgive your 
offenses.” Once we learn to forgive 
others—“even unto seven times sev-
enty”—then we can be free at last to 
experience God’s forgiveness, which 

is the third 
step in the 
process.  
God’s 
forgiveness 
is love in 
its purest 
form.  It 
heals our 
hearts, 
makes us 

kinder to those around us, and leads 
us into union with God. 
 
We have had some great accomplish-
ments over the last few years at St. 
Elias.  We have just completed paint-
ing the interior of the church and 
have had several planning meetings 
to prepare for the hall and kitchen 
renovations that will be tackled later 
in the year.  Additionally, we are 
starting the work tied to the Mid-
dle Eastern Cultural Festival – the 
biggest event that this parish puts 
on and quite frankly, provides the 

financial support that we need at St. 
Elias.  We had a record year last year 
and would like to build upon that 
this year.  More importantly, this is 
our chance for each organization 
within the parish to come together to 
use these teachings around patience, 
forgiveness and love to grow as a 
community and a family. 
 
There is a lot that needs to be done, 
and it will require the help of each 
and every parishioner.  I am hoping 
that each of you will look inward and 
find how you can help; the work is 
heavy but when spread over many, 
will lighten the load.  We as a com-
munity can accomplish great things if 
we embrace the concepts of patience, 
forgiveness and love.  Imagine what 
we can do together; with God in our 
midst, nothing is impossible. 

I know this is hard - ask my family, 
they have seen my lack of patience 
in action all the time.  All I can do is 
ask for forgiveness and keep trying to 
be better.  I really appreciate every-
thing that everyone does to support 
what we do at St. Elias.  I am looking 
forward working hand in hand with 
each of you to work on making these 
upcoming events a success and most 
important, continue to build our 
relationships through patience, 
forgiveness and love.

Please join us at the Hafli, 
scheduled for April 14th.  This is a 
great opportunity to support your 
parish while having fun at the same 
time.  And know that I am always 
available to meet with any of you to 
discuss your ideas, suggestions and 
thoughts around making a difference 
at St. Elias.  

Your sister in Christ,
Mai Makhlouf
Parish Council President

parish council



Church etiquette is an important part of 
our Orthodox Faith.  It is a topic that is 
often discussed amongst parishioners 
and clergy. As church school teachers 
and directors, we have a great oppor-
tunity in guiding our children in the 
Orthodox faith.

What makes our church special is the 
importance of the children during the 
actual liturgy. In other faiths, children 
are sent out of church to participate in 
a “children’s church”.  No such thing in 
the Orthodox church, the kids are fully a 
part of the service and are encouraged to 
participate because they belong.

I feel excited to hear my daughter sing 
Lord have mercy and feel proud to see 
my boys serving the altar.  I must admit, 
I experience a lot of stress and worry 
when they are participating and yet, 
making mistakes!  As parents of young 
children, we are exhausted after church!

Here is a list of tips to engage your child 
in church:

Practice and listen to church hymns at 
home or in the car.  If they practice at 
home they’ll feel more open to singing 
at church!

Use the whole body and teach your 
children to make the sign of the cross at 
appropriate times.  Have them stand and 
sit, and follow the Great Entrance.

Venerate the icons and crosses.  If your 
child gets antsy, walk them over to an 
icon, and whisper to them that they can 
kiss and touch the icon.  The icons are 
written for the parishioners who don’t 
read, and can be drawn spiritually to the 
images.

The service books that are made for the 
children are in the back of the church 
and are there for your children to follow 
along during church service.  Please al-
low your children to look at the images 
follow along.  The more your children 
are engaged the more likely they are not 
to misbehave!  Although, this is very 
difficult, at times, for all children, to be 
perfect.

Allow your children to serve the altar 
or sing in choir.  Also, make it a weekly 
ritual to light a candle for a loved one.  
Children love to be involved in a variety 
of ways, it’s a responsibility that they 
will feel proud of.

They are children.  They will make 
mistakes.  Please don’t resent them for 
causing a disruption in church, because, 
in the end,  they are God’s children.  He 
wants them in church, it is all of our 
church.  God wants all of us in church.

In Christ,
Nujoud Makhlouf 

Aliah Mahshie Silver Winner for Art Kailah Mahshie Gold Winner for Art

Sami Makhlouf Bronze Winner for Poetry

Maria Khalifeh Gold Winner for Writing

2017 Creative Arts Festival Winners
Congratulations!

Yara Alamir Silver Winner for Art



Dear Parishioners,

Greetings to all! May God’s blessings 
fall upon you during this holy season.

Our teens have been busy with their 
charity work by collecting non-per-
ishable food and donating it to a 
local food bank and by collecting 
coats and hats and donating those to 
the Samaritan center. Lastly, the teens 
have been part of the IOCC (Interna-
tional Orthodox Christian Charities) 
by collecting monetary donations to 
be sent to needy families and individ-
uals throughout the world.

Apart from their charity work, our 
teens have been busy raising funds 
for their upcoming trip to the Parish 
Life Conference in Halifax. 

On behalf of our teens, we would 
like to extend a special thank you to 
Wahid, Ronda and all the Akl family 
for donating and preparing the falafel 
lunch which was a huge success. We 
also want to thank all of the parishio-
ners who have supported our events.

Hard work was not the only thing 
our teens have been doing, good 
fellowship and spending a wonderful 
time together is another great thing 
our teens enjoyed doing. 

In the end, the time we spent togeth-
er will be remembered for years to 
come. Being an active part of this 
community is giving our teens a 
great sense of achievement.

Your sister in Christ,
Grace Khairallah
Teen SOYO Advisor

A Prayer For The Precious Youth 
By Father Demetrios Serfes, Boise, 
Idaho

Almighty and Gracious God, our 
youth cry out to You as Your chil-
dren, and we humbly turn to You in 
prayer, that we may not sin towards 
our brothers or sisters, and bring in-
ner wrath with our souls by provok-
ing either hatred, or mistrust towards 
one another. 

We seek the guidance of Your com-
mandments, harmony with our fam-
ilies and our friends. O All-merciful 
Lord, Who loves us all, help us, and 
guides us to truly give and receive 
compassion, and deliver us from the 
evils that may tempt us! 

Grant us Your inner peace and watch 
over us, guiding us always with Your 
Right Hand and protecting us under 
the shelter of Your Holy Spirit. En-
lighten us as we pray to You in the 
illuminating light of the Holy Gospel. 
Warm our hearts with Your grace 
that we may humbly glorify Your 
Holy Name, of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. 

Amen!

Teens deliver warm coats, hats and gloves to 
those in need at the Samaritan Center in 
Syracuse; a yearly tradition. Donations collected for the “Souper Bowl” are 

sent to the International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC) for distribution to needy 
families all over the world.

Parishioners enjoy a delicious falafel luncheon 
while supporting our teens.

Teens take a break from laser tag to pose for a 
group picture.

How can a young person 
stay on the path of purity? 
By living according to your 
word.

-Psalm 119:9



Buildings 
and

grounds

The building committee had a 
productive meeting with the con-
tractor on March 3. Attending were 
Father Elias, Faris Sousou, Shibel 
Jabaji, Kathy Fedrizzi and Janice 
Abdo-Rott. We tweaked the scope 
and made some more specific adjust-
ments to 
the allowances in the quote, and we 
left with a punch list of items that 
both our team and the contractor 
would go off and tackle. 
 

KITCHEN AND HALL RENOvATION UPDATE:
Our team is in the process of looking 
at flooring, lighting, and cabinetry.  
Janice has also pulled in  Antiochian 
Women’s president, Rita Algattas, 
to discuss colors and options in the 
kitchen. 
 
In addition, we wanted to make some 
updates to one of the drawings, so 
Kathy has reached out to Nassib Ha-
bayeb to make sure we can have the 
architect do so, and we now have an 
updated drawing. 

Last year, the Parish Council asked 
the Building Committee to take on a 
project to paint and improve the aes-
thetics of the Church. Following this 
request, the building committee spent 
the past few months planning the 
scope of work and searching for repu-
table painting companies. In addition 
to acquiring a competitive quote, the 
Committee’s biggest challenge was 
the timely execution of the job with 
minimum service interruptions.

The search for a contractor concluded 
by Christmas of 2017, and the con-
tract was awarded to a well-known 
painting company. The decision was 
made to finish the work by Easter of 
2018 and a starting date was set for 
Monday, February the 12th.

Working with Father Elias and var-
ious community members, all icons 
and wall’s fixtures were removed and 
stored carefully, various items were 
reorganized in anticipation of the 
starting day.

The work began on schedule and 
workers spent the first week prepar-
ing the church walls and ceilings for 
a new and warmer paint color. The 
Church painting was completed by 
Friday of the following week, and the 
results were nothing short of a trans-
formation that skillfully captured the 
beauty and elegance of our Orthodox 
colorful icons.

Submitted by Habib Alamir
BEAUTIFICATION OF OUR CHURCH

A worker prepares the walls of the church 
before a new coat of pain can be applied. The 
project included painting the walls and ceiling. 
Despite a need for some behind-the-scenes 
repairs, everything ran on schedule. Thank 
you, Habib and everyone involved in this 
successful project!

THINGS ARE HEATING UP!
Get on board and help us 

reach our goal!

Will you consider making a donation to the 
St. Elias Building Fund to support our kitchen 
and hall renovation?

PROJECT IS COMPLETE!
Great work by great 

team players!



Happy 
Anniversary!

April 
Saher Zawaideh & Lana Hazou  9
Habib & Milia Alamir   13
Edward & Nuhaila Wazen   22
James & Hilda Khammar   28

May
John & Simona Tadros   2
Nader & Gada Jiries   3
Mohammad & Nawal Tadros  3
Zakaria & Salwa Musallam  4
Musa & Basma Shamma   5
Sami & Mary Tawil   5
Soubhi Azar & Nour Warde  13
Bob & Kathy Fedrizzi   15
Nader & Yvonne Atallah-Yunes  27
Gary & Debra George   27

June
Nicholas & Yvonne Abdo   3
Nader & Heather Awwad   5
Munjed & Jane Essi   7
Faris & Lisa Sousou,   8
Shibel & Anna Jabaji   10
Jeurje & Suha Alamir   14
Nabil & Annette Habayeb   18
Sameer & Nadima Alamir   22
George & Georgette Mtanos  23
Edward & Shirley Sabbagh   25
Karl & Tina Kissman   26
Andrew & Chrystal Mullen   29

This is the Faith of the 
Apostles, this is the Faith of 
the Fathers, this is the 
Faith of the ORTHODOx, 
this is the Faith which has 
established the Universe.

Confession of faith of the 
Day of Orthodoxy

The Sunday of Orthodoxy

Would you like to submit 
photos to The Cornerstone? 

Please use the following guidelines 
to help guarantee inclusion! 
The minimum file size  is 4MB.  
You can check file size by right 
clicking the image file and then 
clicking on “properties”. Make sure 
the camera setting, especially on 
your phone, is set properly! Email 
to steliasny@aol.com

churching
Congratulations to Stephan and 
Eleni Kontopoulos on the churching 
of their son, Nicolas.

congratulations! 
Rawan (Jabaji) & Waleed Khoubez on 
the birth of their son, Laith. Best wishes 
to proud grandparents, Suad and Nabil 
Jabaji!

Sunday School children take part if the 
Procession of the Holy Icons on the Sunday 
of Orthodoxy.



June
Salwa Musallam   3
Adam Coville  4
Rajeh Makhlouf   4
Elias Sawalha   6
Antoine Azar   8
Stephen Nickolas  10
Jeurje Alamir  11
Suhail Ashkar  11
Issa Dannoun  11
Clair Abdo  14
Vicki Shehadeh  15
Yara Alamir  16
Rajai Fashho  17
Rajai Fashho  17
Razan Fashho  17
Simon Azar  18
Elizabeth Gunnip  19
Andre El-Amir  20
Grace George  20
Mary Kammar  20
Natalie Rott  20
Anthony Abboud  21
Larry Nasser  23
John Mitrzyk  24
Helen Rezak  24
Suleiman Dayeh  26

April 
Sami Khoury   1
Sana El-Amir   3
Sam Azar   5
Thomas Eassa   5
Khader Fashho   5
Mayjon Ghrayyeb   5
Elias Abboud    6
Mahfouz Abu-Manneh  6
Joanne Craig    7
Joseph Jacobs   8
Nada Tadros   9
Violette Humsi  10
Nour Warde  10
Lina Abu-Manneh  13
Nimer Shehadeh  14
Robert Tadros  14
Cindy Abdo  15
Maria Khalifeh  15
Jabra Tarazi  15
Naya Zawaideh   15
Mary Tawil  16
Rana Fashho  19
Mary Abdulky  20
Solomon Dayeh  21
Aliah Mahshie  21
Mohammad Tadros 21
Laurie Tawil  21
Jihan Khoury  22
Michael Arnold  23
Sydney Dash  23
Nicholas Sauro  24
Suhail Awwad  27
Alaina Craig  27
Charles Kammar  28
Nadine Savage  31

May
Elias Gantos   1
Douglas Taylor-Weiss 1
Douglas Monsour   3
Marc Jabaji  4
Salwa Makhlouf   5
Georgette Mtanos 5
Tonya Warner   5
Nabil Habayeb  6
Ramzi Khairallah   6
John Tadros   6
Grace Khairallah   7
Debra Taylor-Weiss 7
Lila Habayeb   8
Cailie Urbas   8
Naya Alamir  11
Anna Jabaji  11
Nicholas Abdo  12
Tony Caporizzo  13
Sameer Alamir  14
Sammer Essi  14
Nabila Nasser  14
James Khammar  15
Basma Shamma  15
Shukri Dayeh  16
Elizabeth Kissman 16
Neil Khammar  18
Diane Sopp-Sauro 19
Hilda Dannoun  20
Andrew Eassa  20
Habib Alamir  21
Janet Awad  21
Helen Abdo  22
Mazen Makhlouf  23
Rajeh Makhlouf  23
JamesGunnip  24
Alexander Eassa Jr. 25
Christopher Mtanos 27
Emma Kissman  28
Karen Gabriel  29

Please help us keep our records 
current by contacting Dona Savage 
at steliasny@aol.com!  
(Ascribed members of St. Elias 
only, please!)     

would you like to be 
included in our list of 

birthdays & anniversaries?  

Happy Birthday!
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