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Dear Elians,

I greet you and your loved ones with a 
holy kiss, praying you and your family 
are in the best of health and spirit as we 
together embark on another new bless-
ed ecclesiastical year.  

Beloved, as we observe the fall 
season we behold trees shedding their 
leaves and we also observe many as 
we begin to prepare for the winter. We 
take out winter clothing and put away 
summer clothing.  
We dispose of unnecessary items to 
make room for new things. A cycle that 
occurs year after year. This 
cycle is very essential for our 
physical survival.  And just as it essen-
tial to take care of ourselves physically 
it is also vital to take care of ourselves 
spiritually by entering this ecclesi-
astical year with our commitment to 
Christ and his church, not by word but 
by deed. We need to shed off our inner 
self certain ideologies that contradict 
the position of Orthodox faith. We are 
reminded by St. Paul not to conform to 
the world but to be transformed by the 
renewal of our mind in Christ. Renewal 

of the mind brings hope, joy, peace, 
strength, and unity by the Grace of the 
Holy Spirt. It is in this attitude, we 
can forge ahead to overcome the many 
challenges facing us individually, and 
collectively.

As your Pastor, by the grace of God I 
will complete my 10 years next month 
and enter the 11th at St. Elias.  Togeth-
er over the years we have witnessed to 
the improvements, we have faced many 
challenges and overcame them.  Only 
one very vital challenge needed to 
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October 11-  Family Pot Luck Dinner
      5pm- Church Hall
 Youth Month  
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November 10- Thanksgiving Luncheon
November 15-  Beginning Nativity Fast
November 20- Evening Divine Liturgy - 6pm  
                  Feast of Theotokos Entrance    
     into the Temple

DECEMBER
December 1- Burbara sponsored by Ladies
December 10- Ornament exchange- 
    Drumlins Country Club
December 24- Evening Divine Liturgy - 6pm



overcome is the spiritual one.  Putting 
God first in our lives rendering to him 
what he demands from the foundation 
of creation to serve and worship him 
alone so that he will shower us with 
divine blessings. As long as we are in 
the world, we must continue the race 
toward attaining the high prize.  I ask 
all of you to actively support Church 
School, Teen SOYO, and the Ladies 
Society. All these organizations have 
new leaders this year and they depend 
on our support and prayers for the 
success. 

Beloved: Please keep on your Calendar 
Feb 23rd His Eminence our father and 
Metropolitan Joseph will be making 
Archpastoral visitation to our family.  It 
has been 25 yrs since we had a Metro-
politan visitation.  He will be presiding 
over the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
along with three Deacons and at least 
two clergy.  This news should stimulate 
us and bring us closer together.

I would like to thank everyone who la-
bored or contributed in any way to the 
success of the Festival. May our Lord 
through the intercession of Prophet 
Elias bless you abundantly.

Yours in Christ,
Father Elias

Impossible Becomes Reality continued

Sunday school held its first class on 
9/15, with the new time (10:00 am) 
and we couldn’t be happier with the 
turnout. We want to thank all the 
parents who accommodated the new 
class time. The students were fresh 
and eager and so were the teachers! 

We talked about church etiquette 
and what behavior we expect to see 
in church. We will also introduce the 
kids to the sacrament of reconciliation 
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in our second lesson, will talk to them 
about the importance of confession. 
The kids will be going to confession 
once a month during Sunday school 
time.

Sunday school kids and parents 
enjoyed a picnic outside by the play-
ground, kids played fun games, had 
lunch and cake to celebrate the new 
Sunday school year.

Sunday School children cut the cake in celebration of the new year ahead! The kids and their 
parents enjoyed a delicious meal beforehand!

Old-fashioned sack races are still a thrill! Kids race to the finish line, enjoying healthy competition 
and lots of laughs!



Even Deacon Nicholas and his daughter Samira enjoyed the day. The three-legged race was a big 
hit, too!

Grab your partner! Family and friends make for a great day. What do they say? A picture says a 
thousand words?

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is 
old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6

SUNDAY Funday!! Teen SOYO
Get ready for a great year! Lina Akl 
and Abeer Tadrus will co-advise Teen 
SOYO this year, with Deacon Nicholas 
as Spiritual Advisor. If your children, 
grandchildren, nieces or nephews are 
between the ages of 13 and 19, please 
encourage them to participate! These 
are important years for our youth, 
so keep them active in the life of the 
church!

Have you heard about HOST?
HOST (Helping Orthodox Students 
Thrive) is a program created by the 
Antiochian Archdiocese with the blessing 
of His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH 
to help college students stay connected to 
the Church as they relocate for college or 
begin their careers away from home. 

HOST facilitates the connection between 
a local parish and a visiting or newly 
relocated young adult parishioner. 
Parishes of the Antiochian Archdiocese 
that are participating in HOST create a 
Church-away-from-home experience 
by providing reliable transportation to 
and from Church for services, a warm 
introduction to the parish community, a 
shared meal, and more. 

College students, are you wondering 
where you will attend liturgy while away 
at school? Check out HOST (Helping 
Orthodox Students Thrive), a program 
designed especially for you, college 
students, to connect with local Orthodox 
parishes and its members. Our parishes 
are eagerly awaiting your arrival! Please 
see our website at www.antiochian.org/
hostprogram for a list of participating 
parishes.

Parents, is your child going away to 
college? Check out HOST (Helping 
Orthodox Students Thrive), an archdi-
ocesan program created to actively link 
young adults with their new Orthodox 
Church community as they move away 
from home and embark on their college 
journeys. There is a warm welcome 
awaiting their arrival! 
Visit www.antiochian.org/hostprogram 
for a list of participating parishes.



Antiochian Women

September 2019

• Ladies Get together dinner on 9/23/19 
at 6:30pm at Delmonico’s Steak House.

October 2019

• October 11th, 2019 Family Potluck 
Dinner at 5pm in the Church Hall

• Arabic Dessert cooking classes will be 
held on October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 th. 

November 2019

• Thanksgiving lunch will be held on 
November 10th
 
December 2019

• December 1st is the holiday to 
celebrate Saint Barbara.

• The Annual Christmas Ornament Ex-
change will be planned for 
December 10th

January 2020

• January 3rd Family Potluck Dinner at 
the church hall at 5pm.

• January 5th is the Feast of the Epipha-
ny and the ladies will make zalabye.

• On January 26th, the ladies will have 
a lunch fundraiser and will plan Mu-
sakhan Luncheon. 

February 2020

• Metropolitan JOSEPH’s arrival and 
plan to celebrate on February 23rd 

March 2020

• Vespers Lentil Dinner will be held on 
March 8th. 

• March 22nd is the Feast of the Annun-
ciation, and the ladies will have a Fish 
and Chips Dinner.

• The ladies will plan on showing two 
religious movies after prayer on the third 
and fourth Madayeh. 
April 2020

• On April 5th the ladies will prepare 
Mujadara and Salad Luncheon.

May 2020

• May 1st the ladies will plan a Family 
Potluck Dinner at 5pm in the Church 
Hall.

• May 3rd will be a Mother’s Day 
Luncheon and the details will follow. 

• In the month of May, the ladies will 
host their cooking classes every Tuesday 
evening. 

June 2020

• June 5th the ladies will plan a Family 
Potluck Dinner at 5pm in the Church 
Hall.

• June 14th we will plan Father’s Day 
Luncheon with details to follow.

St. Elias Antiochian Ladies Events for the 
Calendar year of 2019-2020

Swearing in of 
new officers 
President Gloria 
Dayeh, Vice 
President Maha 
Essi, Treasurer 
Samantha Dayeh, 
Secretary Layla 
Al Amir Elias (not 
present) by Father 
Elias.

Antiochian Women Prayer

In the Name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

0 Christ our God, we are all pledged 
to serve Thee with our whole being. 
Help us to continue to work for Thee 
through our Church without seeking 
praise, without seeking personal 
gain, without judging others, 
without a feeling that we have 
worked hard enough and now must 
allow ourselves rest. Give us strength 
to do what is right and help us to go 
on striving and to remember that 
activities are not the main thing in 
life. The most important thing is to 
have our hearts directed and at-
tuned to Thee.   Amen.
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Order of St. Ignatius

As a Martyr, St. Ignatius lived this to its 
uttermost and became a perfect model 
that the early Christians could emulate 
by living sacrificially and giving freely of 
themselves in loving service to God and 

to others. He 
is also a model 
for us today. 
The more than 
2500 members 
of  The Order 
of St. Ignatius 
of Antioch, 
imitate the 
virtues of St. 
Ignatius by 
participating in 
one of the most 
meaningful 
and self-giving 

ministries in our Archdiocese.  We are 
often led to pray with the words, “Let us 
commend ourselves and each other and 
all our lives unto Christ our God! 

Membership in
“The Order” is a perfect means by which 
we can “commend all our lives unto 
Christ our God…”

In Sacrificial Giving…

In a world full of selfishness and hatred, 
Christians are challenged with a unique 
opportunity to share their love through 
sacrificial living and their generosity 
through sacrificial giving. Giving cheer-
fully and generously out of our own 
resource to others in need is virtuous 
and a good work.

St. Ignatius brochure

Let us commend all our lives to Christ…

St. Ignatius said, “A Christian does not 
control his own life, but gives his whole 
time to God!”

It is with great joy 
that we welcome 

Metropolitan JOSEPH 
on February 23, 2020 

for Divine Liturgy!

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

“The soul of a humble man is like the 
sea: throw a stone into the sea--for a 
moment it will ruffle the surface a lit-
tle, and then sink to the bottom. Thus 
do afflictions disappear down into the 
heart of the humble man, because the 
strength of the Lord is with him.” 

- St. Silouan of Mount Athos

Bible Study

Know the Word of GOD. We’re happy 
to announce that Dr. Antoine Azar 
has begun leading Bible Study on 
Sunday mornings at 10am, before 
Divine Liturgy. 

While Sunday morning has been cho-
sen as a test time so because parents 
of Sunday School children are at the 
church by 10am for class time. 

Please join Dr. Azar and begin
(re)building your faith!

If you haven’t pledged to the 
Building Fund... It’s never too 
late!
Please consider contributing to the 
Building Fund. You can see the beauty 
in the work that has been done al-
ready, but there’s plenty more to do in 
other areas inside and outside of the 
church. Your support is always 
appreciated!

Metropolitan JOSEPH has taken care 
in establishing a strong, clear, and 
straightforward liturgical guidance 
for all his parishes. He pioneered the 
use of the internet in publishing the 
entire text of all the Sunday and festal 
services of the Church throughout the 
year. 

His love for the divine services inspires 
him to improve the liturgical praxis 
of all the clergy, through constant 
interactions and special teachings. In 
addition, he constantly promotes the 
spiritual climate of the dioceses un-
der his care with such things as “the 
thought of the day.”



October
David & Rihab Daoud   2
Scott & Christine Gantos   3
Nader & Diana Souri   5
Rajeh & Salwa Makhlouf   8
John Sauro & Diane Sopp-Sauro 9
Issa & Sawsan Dannoun  20
Leon & Sheila Mazur  23

November
Andrew & Deborah Eassa   4
Ludwig Khoury & Rania Habib 7
Fadi & Roula Khalifeh  8
Nadim & Nabila Nasser  11
Wahid & Ronda Akl  12
Shukri & Samantha Dayeh  15
Issa & Dana Nesheiwat  25
Sami & Jihan Khoury  29

December
Walid & Mary Alamir   4
Samih & Lalia Tadros   6
Joseph & Joan Jacobs   9
Mazen Beshara & Mary Abdulky 13
Louis & Antoinette Rezak  15
Albert & Tamar Totari  15
Souhel & Vicki Shehadeh  16
Zouheir & Nadia Totari,  17
Nabil & Diana Abdallah,  26
Nassib & Reema Habayeb  27

Holy Matrimony

Happy Anniversary

July 28, 2019
Khader & Samira Fashho

September 7, 2019
Rana (Fashho) & Thomas Madden III 

August 18, 2019
Dalia Souri

Daughter of Nader & Diana Souri

Holy Baptism

Departed

August 12, 2019
Nicholas Tadrus

August 30, 2019
James Mahshie

September 6, 2109
Janet Awad

Special Moments

“You will eat the fruit of your labor; 
blessings and prosperity will be yours.” 

Psalm 128:2

In an attempt to properly conduct the 
nomination process to recruit Parish 
Council members, the Pastor will verify 
all persons wishing to run and/or that are 
being nominated must be spiritually and 
financially eligible.  In order to carry out 
such a process and not cause embarrass-
ment, undermine the work of the Nom-
inating Committee’s efforts, and to save 
time here are the guidelines:

1)  All nominations for parish members 
in good standing who wish to run for the 
Parish Council must be submitted to the 
Nominating Chair/Committee at least 10 
days prior to the General Assembly meet-
ing.  Anyone wishing to run for the Parish 
Council must submit a short biography 
detailing his or her background in gener-
al with emphasis on church activity and 
obtain the spiritual approval of the Parish 
Priest before the annual meeting.  There 
will be no nominations from the floor for 
Parish Council at the annual meeting.

2)  Fr. Elias, and Mai Makhlouf (PC 
Chair), have appointed Faris Sousou and 
Diane Sopp-Sauro to lead the Nominat-
ing Committee along with Father Elias, 

Deacon Nicholas, Tony Abboud and Jim 
Khammar. To serve on the parish council, 
one must be 21 years or older, spiritually 
and financially in good standing, and a 
parishioner for a minimum of two years.  
There are a total of three openings. One 
will be appointed by Father Elias and the 
other two openings will be elected.  This 
year’s General Assembly will be held in 
November following liturgy.  The specific 
date will be determined shortly.  Please see 
Faris, Diane, Deacon, Father, Tony or Jim 
if you are interested in running for Parish 
Council.

3)  Serving on the Parish Council for one 
term is a three-year commitment.  Parish 
Council members can serve two consec-
utive terms if they are voted back on, but 
after six years (two terms) they cannot 
run again for a one year period.  Serving 
on the Parish Council constitutes meeting 
monthly (3rd Wednesday of every month) 
to discuss various topics within the church 
and to review monthly reports from orga-
nizations.  It can be expected that serving 
on the Parish Council will include being 
part of other sub-committees within the 
church, such as building and grounds, 
stewardship, festival, etc. It is a rewarding 
experience with the opportunity to foster 
your faith and community.

Are you someone who loves your church 
and your community? Are you interested in 
working with others to share ideas, build 
relationships and help your church grow 
and prosper spiritually and financially?  

We’re currently seeking Parish Council 
Nominees!

Seeking
Parish Council

Nominees



December
Katerina Atallah-Yunes   1
Nader Awwad    2
Majid Elias   2
Estelle Khairallah    2
Sheila Mazur    2
John Sauro    2
Shadia Tadros    2 
Lina Guindy    4
Zuher Dabit    5
Matthew Kane    5
Trevor Rott    5
Walid Alamir    6
Gabrielle Awwad    6
Nazar Awwad   10
Andrew Kane   10
Diana Abdallah   11
Henry Atallah-Yunes  11
Samira Fashho   11
Stefan Kontopoulos,  11
Lisa Sousou   11
Evon Hodge   12
Ronda Akl   13
George Mtanos   15
Christian Aitchison  17
Lulu Abdo   18
Andrew Aitchison   18
Rosemarie Daoud   19
Justin Jiries   21
Louis Rezak   22
Edward Wazen   22
Cameron Aitchison  23
Nawal Tadros   23
Salim Fashho   24
Renee Gabriel   24
Annette Habayeb   24
Samir Azar   25
Michael Beshara   25
Wahid Akl   27
Cathy Khammar   27
Debra George   28
Anna Tarazi   29

October
Danna Sawalha    1
Andrew Mullen    2
Taghreed Tadrus    4
Kyle Fedrizzi    7
Fadi Makhlouf   7
Louise Gantos    8
Lordes Soto    9
Nadia Totari    9
Evon DeRoberts   11
Jane Essi   11
Margarette Furbeck  11
Christine Wachna   12
Thomas Gabriel   14
Samira Sousou   14
Jeries Souri   16
Thomas Jiries   17
Lindsay Wachna   17
Kara Gantos   18
Grace Alamir   19
Kamal Awwad   19
Sara El-amir   21
Philip Gabriel   21
Ziad Habayeb   23
Maya Beshara   24
Robert Cotran   25
Christine Gantos   26
Gloria Abdo   28
Samir Tadrus   30

November
Julia Alamir    1 
Gloria Dayeh    2
Ludwig Khoury    2
Deacon Nicholas Mahshie   2
Elias Nasr    2 
Jaiden Abdo    3 
Mikaila Abdo    3
Yvonne Abdo    3
Alexandra Bronchetti   3
Edward Sabbagh    4
Jacqueline Eadi    6 
Nabeeha Mahshie    7
Amanda Tarazi    7
Georgina Abu Manneh Al-Khoury 9
Marya Al-Khoury   10
Rima Tadros   10
Nabeel Algattas   11
Nassib Habayeb   12
Andre Alamir   14
Alexis Gantos   15
Michel Nasr   15
Haifa Gantos,   16
Nisreen Tadros   16
Heather Awwad   18
Emilie Sousou,   18
Luca Vassallo   19
Deborah Essi   20
Maha Essi   24
George El-Amir   25
Adam Furbeck   26
Isabella Essi  ` 28

Birthday Blessings

Parishioners- If you have not been 
receiving email from St. Elias and 
would like to, please give your cur-
rent email to Dona Savage. 

Also, if you have moved we need to 
update your address and phone 
number. We are attempting to 
update our database.
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