St. Elias UAnticchian Onthodoax Christian Chuch
V. Rev. Fr. Elias Nasn
Deacen Nichelas Makshie
4988 Onondaga Road, Syracuse, NY 13215
Church: 488-0388 Cell: 491-8266 Rectory: 218-5529
Church Office e-mail: steliasny@aol.com
For Bulletin Announcements email Dona at steliasny@aol.com and
Sheila at sahmaz@twcny.rr.com
For Liturgy Names & Coffee Hour email the above
Saturday: Vespers at 4:30 PM followed by confession
Sunday: Orthros at 9:30 AM & Divine Liturgy at 10:30 AM
Check out our website @ www.sainteliasny.com
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ST. ELIAS

ANTIOCHIAN CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

JANUARY 17, 2021
His EMINENCE METROPOLITAN JOSEPH, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA

His GRACE BisHop ALEXANDER, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
OTTAWA , UPSTATE NEY YORK AND EASTERN CANADA

V. REV. FR. ELIAS NASR, PASTOR

DEACON NICHOLAS MAHSHIE
CHURCH: (315) 488-0388 RECTORY: (315) 218-5529

DN. NICHOLAS 491-3990

‘DISCIPLES FIRST CALLED THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS N ANTIOCH.” ACTS 11:26

TONE 7/ EOTHINON 10
ANTHONY THE NEW, ASCETIC OF BERREA IN MACEDONIA; NEW-MARTYR GEORGE OF |O-
ANNINA WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with you our
spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall following the Di-
vine Liturgy. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to sign our Guest Registry book
and complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD which may be found in the Narthex, and
return it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only Orthodox Christians who have properly pre-
pared themselves through fasting, prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy
Chalice to receive Holy Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and
receive blessed Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St.
Elias. If you have any questions, please see Fr. Elias.
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WORSHIPPING THE ALL-HOLY GOD

Isaiah 57:15
For thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I
dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite.”

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR
I WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness
because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I
may glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son
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The Church and the Diversity of Talents

In his epistle to the Romans, St. Paul shows that we have different talents
within the Church of Christ. The Temple of God rises high when all talents
combined can lead the entire church into one final goal: unity in diversity.

Talents are not limited to the rank of clergy. All member assist one another
so all may fulfill God’s will in the midst of the congregation.

St. Paul mentions the gift of prophesy, the gift of ministry, the gift of teach-
ing, the gift of preaching, the gift of administration, and the gift of almsgiv-
ing and charity. Members of the church see all gifts as leading to the minis-
try of caring which leads the faithful to be children of the one Triune God-
head, worshipping together as one body, and offering prayers on behalf of
the congregation.

What does ‘to pray’ mean? It means that when you participate in the Divine
Liturgy, you do that in the church of your own congregation. You cannot
justify going to another house of worship, claiming that it is nearer to your
own home. For to be close of near are non-related issues. The faithful be-
liever is the one who aims at strengthening his/her church membership by
on-going and regular participation.

Do not say that all rites and rituals are the same. For the issue is not a
question of a ritual. The main point is our involvement and belonging so
faith may continue to be lived and nourished.

The fact that we have friendships and commitments with other people from
various churches means that we can still work together for a common goal
and to be one united and work together on many issues; however our mem-
bership comes from the baptism and that makes us intimately united with
the fellow members of our church community, and will lead to an emphasis
that Orthodoxy is not simply a shirt that we wear one day and remove it an-
other day. Orthodoxy is a way of life that remains with you the rest of your
days. This conviction is strengthened by your faith, your personal
‘covenant’, and by your prayer. All that combined will help you fulfill all your
talents and gifts, leading you to the Kingdom of heaven.



to the church website www.sainteliasny.com

e Upon entering church please remember to wear a mask, use hand sanitizer and
get your temperature taken. Remember to social distance.

e Just a reminder that the PLC this year is still scheduled from July 1-4, 2021 and
will be hosted by St. Mary Montreal...so far it has not been cancelled...the convention
has been cancelled. A decision regarding the PLCs will be taken early in 2021 pending
the situation with the corona.

e Thank you to John Khammar for his donation of incense to the church for the
health and well being of his family.

SCHEDULE/DATES TO REMEMBER

Wednesday 1/20 Parish Council Meeting @7:00 PM

BLESSINGS OF HOMES:

One of our greatest and most inspiring traditions is blessings of homes, immediately af-
ter the Great Blessing of water on the day of the Baptism of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ We, orthodox Christians, are the guardians of the true faith; we hold that faith
with fear and love, and we are given the opportunity to live this holy faith and reflect on
it in our lives, in our homes, and in every corner of our material and physical world. The
holy Church keeps the faith alive by keeping this tradition, provided that we do it with
utmost faithfulness and devotion; otherwise, blessing homes with holy water becomes
an empty ritual, a meaningless worldly event.

Why do we have our homes blessed? We have an opportunity to remind ourselves
that the whole world, including our homes, ourselves, our possessions, all our belong-
ings, must be restored and brought to full reality in the light of Christ. When the priest
brings the blessed water to our homes, he helps us establish a contact, a dialogue be-
tween us and God. Blessed and holy water is a reminder that we,too, must be blessed
and consecrated for God’s habitation. As God’s creatures, we must experience a full
restoration of created nature. God’s gifts and blessings are not intended to be inter-
preted as some ‘supernatural’ power added to our natural water. On the contrary, the
whole mission of the Church is to bring a sense of awareness of our natural gifts, natural
in the sense of pure, holy, original, as it was intended at the time of creation. When we
sip from that holy water, we reminded of our glory and honor, the state of being in the
presence of God, as our first parents, Adam and Eve living in paradise, experiencing the
natural and harmonious relationship with their Creator.

Jesus Christ was baptized in the Jordan, ‘that He may sanctify us. May He also sanctify
this house with this holy water and crush all evil powers from it.” May this prayer which
is recited during the short prayer for blessing homes, be a sincere and a genuine way of
returning to God, and of receiving His gifts and blessings, so that we may begin 2021
with a sense of hope, trust, and confidence in God and in His Power. ‘Bless our
homes, O Lord!’

Due to the Pandemic this year, our normal scheduling for blessing
homes has been postponed. Anyone who wishes to have their
homes blessed please contact Doga for scheduling.

and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people: a light
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.
CHURCH ETIQETTE
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.
PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.
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VENERABLE AND GOD-BEARING
FATHER ANTHONY THE GREAT
& TWELFTH SUNDAY OF LUKE

During the Little Entrance:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst
turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles
proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.
Entrance Hymn:

O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, who art risen from the
dead, save us who smg unto thee AIIeIu|a

After the L|ttIe Entrance

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst
turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles
proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.
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APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT IN TONE FOUR
Thou didst become like the zealous Elijah in his condition, and followed John the Baptist
in his upright ways, becoming a dweller in the wilderness and an establisher of the uni-
verse by thy prayer, O Father Anthony. Wherefore, intercede thou with Christ God to
save our souls.
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TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:

O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner of

the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from heaven

to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he abounds with

healing to all those who honor him.
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KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet,

didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and

confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
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Today’s Reader : TBA
Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.

What shall I render to the Lord for all that He has given me?
Reader: The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (13:17-21)
(For St. Anthony the Great)

Brethren, obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are keeping watch over
your souls, as men who will have to give account. Let them do this joyfully, and not
sadly, for that would be of no advantage to you. Pray for us, for we are sure that we
have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. I urge you the more ear-
nestly to do this in order that I may be restored to you the sooner. Now may the God of
peace Who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His
will, working in you that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to Whom be
glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Priest: Peace be to you Reader.
PLEASE STAND!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Next Sunday’s Reader: TBA

Priest: The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (17:12-19)
(For the Twelfth Sunday of Luke)

At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at
a distance and lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When
He saw them He said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they
went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned
back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him
thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus said, "Were not ten cleansed? Where
are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this for-
eigner?” And He said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”
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MEGALYNARION:

It is truly meet ...

Koinonikon (Communion Hymn)

Praise ye the Lord from the Heavens; praise ye Him in the highest. Alleluia, Alleluia, Al-

leluia

ANNOUNCEMENTS

¢ The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by the Alamir Family, for
the continued good heath and well being of Habib, Milia, Yara, and Naya, Faisal,
Nahla, Rafik, Rwaida and family, George and Suha and family, Andre and Zeina and
family, And all Alamir families, also being offered in loving memory of all the
departed members from the Alamir family. May their memories be eternal.

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our com-
munity, especially, Taghreed Tadrus, Violette Humsi, Salwa Makhlouf, Evelyn
Gabriel.

e SUNDAY HOLY BREAD: Jan. 24th Abdo and Gantos family, 40 day memorial for
Nabeeha Mahshie; Jan. 31st Algattas family.

¢ THE COFFEE SPONSOR CHART FOR 2021 is posted by the coat rack. If you
would like to sponsor the Holy Bread during this COVID-19 period, please call the
office to check for the date and sign up.

¢ For Announcements, Oblations and Trisagions for the Bulletin, the deadline is
Tuesday evening. Please send your emails to church: steliasny@aol.com and to
Sheila: sahmaz@twcny.rr.com

e Please keep your church pledges up-to-date. We thank all those who have in-
creased their offering. May God reward you with abundance. Reminderi you are
able to make your church contributions on our website via PayPal.

¢ Please remember to make a reservation for attending church services by going
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