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Dear Elians:

I greet you with a holy kiss, praying 
that this issue of The Cornerstone will 
find you and your loved ones in the 
best of health and spirit.

Beloved, as we have entered a new 
liturgical year, I first and foremost 
would like to extend my deepest grat-
itude for your patience and unselfish 
commitment to your church during 
these unpredictable times.  During 
these days, we all at one time or anoth-
er have experienced pressures in our 
lives as we tried to adjust to the new 
normal. We are continually subjected 
to the fear of Covid and its variant 
viruses; subjected to natural disaster, 
hurricane, fires, as well as man made 
disaster.  With the pain that many have 
experienced directly and indirectly, 
pause the question from whence our 
help will come? The Psalmist answer 
“my help comes from the Lord who 
made heaven and earth”. If we cleave 
to him in love and humility, in fer-
vent prayer and fasting, He will be 
our guide, shade and comfort. He will 

depressurize us restoring true calmness 
to our troubled souls by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.
   
Beloved, being in the fall season, let 
us observe how the leaves on the trees 
are beginning to shed, preparing them-
selves for winter so that they spring 
forth in spring. We likewise need to 
shed from our souls, our hearts and 
our minds, thoughts and attitudes that 
separate us from the love of God. The 
Cross came to us at the beginning of 
the Church year as a reminder of his 
love for us so we can love one another. 
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5     Burbara
8    Evening Diving Liturgy- Conception of  
    the Holy Theotokos
24    Christmas Eve Service 6:30 PM
    Nativity Fast Ends
25    Nativity of Christ

Celebrate Youth Month!

Christmation: August 11, 
2021 - Alysse Dowdle

Births:
Thomas Madden IV to 
Rana (Fashho) Madden 
and Thomas Madden III

December-
December 5, 2021 - Bur-
bara
December 8, 2021 - Eve-
ning Divine Liturgy- Con-
ception of Holy Theotokos 
-6pm
December 24, 2021 - 
Christmas Eve Service - 
6:30pm
December 24, 2021 - Na-
tivity Fast Ends
December 25, 2021 - Na-
tivity of Christ



It is in the Church that we have all the 
needed mechanism to attain this love 
and unity as our Lord commanded us.

With this unity bonded by the love of 
God, all of us, collectively and individ-
ually, will overcome all difficulties and 
uncertainties that come on our path 
and affect our lives. Therefore beloved, 
Let us “with renewal of our mind” [as 
St. Paul writes to the Romans] return 
worshiping together, keeping St. Elias 
Church a beacon for many who are 
seeking spiritual edification. 

Hence, we at St. Elias invite you as an 
integral member, to share your talents 
for the edification of the church [the 
up-building of the body of Christ].  
Fall has begun, let us fall in place as 
revealed to us in the spirit.

May God richly bless you and your 
loved ones.

The unworthy,
Fr. Elias

Our Guide, Shade & Comfort, cont.

Some two thousand years ago, our Lord 
Jesus Christ sat on a hillside with His 
disciples preaching to more than five thou-
sand people. As the day progressed people 
who said, “We are hungry”, approached 
the disciples. Yes, these people had need.

The disciples asked Jesus what to do. 
Jesus said to them, “You feed them”. It 
was St. Philip who said to Jesus, “Where 
will we get the money to feed these 
people?” Jesus then told them to go out 
among the people and see what they had 
to offer. There was one boy who had 
five loaves and two fish. He gave this to 
the disciples, keeping none for himself. 
The disciples took this meager offering 
to Jesus who blessed it and then told the 
disciples to distribute it to the people. 
The people were all fed as the food was 
miraculously multiplied. There was even 
some left over.

THE 
ORDER OF 
ST. IGNATIUS

Submitted by Dona Savage

Meeting the Needs 
of the People

What's the Buzz ? 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Thirty years ago, the hierarchy of our 
Archdiocese was approached with the 
many needs of its people. I don’t want to 
be presumptuous but maybe what hap-
pened next went something like this. The 
hierarchy approached God saying, “The 
people have needs. What should we do?” 
God said to them, “You meet their needs”.  
It is no coincidence that it was Metropoli-
tan Philip who said, just as his patron saint 
said so many years ago, “Where will we 
get the money to meet their needs?” And 
just as the Lord answered our Metropoli-
tan Philip, “Go to the people and see what 
they have to offer.” 
Thus, Metropolitan Philip went to the 
people and asked for their offerings. And 
people gave. This was the beginning of 
the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch. And 
people, including you here, continue to 
give your offerings to the Church. The 
Church brings these offerings before God 
to be blessed and then distributes them to 
meet the needs of its people.

Danna Lewis-St. Stephens, Hiram, Ga – 
excerpt from an address on the eve of her 
inductions into The Order.
“Everything You Need To Know About 
The Order of St. Ignatius Of Antioch”

Sunday School classes began on 
September 19th. Be sure to have 
your child(ren) there by 10am 
sharp each week so they can take 
advantage of great lessons. 

Sunday School Commissioning 
was held on September 12. Parents, 
grandparents, Godparents... all 
play an important role in Christian 
education.

Prayer on Entering the Church

I will come into thy house in the mul-
titude of thy mercy: and in thy fear I 
will worship toward thy holy temple. 
Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteous-
ness because of mine enemies; make 
thy way straight before me, that with 
a clear mind I may glorify thee forev-
er, One Divine Power worshipped in 
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 



My Orthodox Journey
 By Alyssa Dowdle

After much research and prayer, I chose 
Orthodoxy. 

 
My husband and I have several friends 
who are Orthodox, and because of their 
very strong faith I was inspired to look 
into Orthodoxy after spending many 
years as an Eastern Catholic. At the time, 
my husband and I were living in Mary-
land and started attending Ss. Peter & 
Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church in 
Potomac, MD. We eventually moved back 
up north and started attending St. Elias. 
We chose to attend an Antiochian parish 
because it is both Eastern Orthodox and 
also has an Arabic speaking community. 
Under the guidance of Fr. Elias, I decided 
to take the steps to become Orthodox and 
became a Catechumen. 

It is undeniable that the Orthodox 
Church is the one, true church of Christ. 
The Holy Orthodox Church has endured 
and survived centuries of persecution, 
and in a world which is ever changing, 
Orthodoxy has remained completely 
steadfast in faith. 

 The Orthodox Church is the only church 
in which we are able to participate in the 
seven Sacred Mysteries and the Divine 
Liturgy. She is the bride of Christ, the ark 
of our salvation, and through her we are 
united with Christ. As St. Athanasius the 
Great has said: Orthodoxy is what Christ 
taught, the apostles preached, and the 
church fathers kept.

 Fr. Elias spent hours explaining every 
aspect of the Orthodox faith to me and 
answering all of my questions, covering 
everything from the seven ecumenical 
councils & church history, to doctrine, 
scripture, and worship. I will forever be 
grateful to Fr. Elias for all of his time, 
guidance, and prayers, as well as to my 
godmother, Maha Essi. My husband, 
Martin Zablah, is Catholic and originally 
from Bethlehem. After witnessing my 
journey, he has become a Catechumen 
and is currently studying with Fr. Elias for 
his Chrismation. Martin and I would like 
to thank Fr. Elias and the whole church 
community of St. Elias for welcoming, 
supporting, and embracing us so warmly.

I was chrismated in August 2021, and I 
chose the name Magdalena after St. Mary 
Magdalene. She was a Holy Myrrhbear-
er and Equal to the Apostles, and while 
Jesus’ other disciples fled during His Cru-
cifixion, she remained at His side. Her life 
and unwavering faith continue to be an 
inspiration to me.

Father Elias performs Chrismation 
for Alyssa. Her Godmother, Maha 
Essi, is her sponsor. Also present is 
Alyssa’s husband, Martin.

Now an official Orthodox Chris-
tian, Alyssa poses for a picture with 
Father Elias.

Then the Lord God said, 
“It is not good that the man 

should be alone; I will make him 
a helper fit for him.”

Genesis 2:18

If you weren’t able to be with your 
church community wouldn’t you feel 
sad? 

There are parishioners who are con-
fined to a nursing home or their own 
homes and they need to hear from you!
Please consider a phone call or drop-
ping a card in the mail just to say, 
hello! It could really brighten the day 

of someone who is feeling lonely or 
forgotten.

If  you need the phone number or ad-
dress of one of our parishioners, please 
call the church office at 315-488-0388.

If you are a parishioner in need, please 
reach out. We’re here for you!

Prayer on Leaving a Church

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy 
word: for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people; a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 
thy people Israel.



Dear parishioners of St. Elias,

As this year’s Co-Presidents, Rima 
and I would like to thank you all 
for providing us with this great 
opportunity to serve our church.

Without every parishioner of 
St. Elias, we would not be able to 
do the work we do and achieve 
thee same success. We are very 
excited to kick off another year of 
fellowship and friendship with all 
of you, and complete our duties in 
serving our church.

Your sisters in Christ 

Georgina Al Khoury & Rima Nasr

Georgina Al Khoury-Co President

Rima Nasr-Co President

Gloria Shamieh-Vice President Samantha Dayeh-Treasurer Nujoud Makhlouf-Secretary

Did you know that you can 
support St. Elias through nearly 
every purchase you make at 
Amazon.com? The AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5 per-
cent of the purchase price from 
your eligible AmazonSmile pur-
chases to St. Elias. (Most purchas-
es are eligible for AmazonSmile; 
recurring subscribe-and-save pur-
chases and subscription renewals 
are not currently eligible.) 

To sign up – it does not cost any-
thing and does not change your 
Amazon experience – visit http://
smile.amazon.com to link your 
account, then search for “St. Elias 
Orthodox Church SYRACUSE.” 

It’s really that easy!



“They shall still bring forth fruit in old 
age” Psalm 92:14

Old age is 
dreaded by 
almost every-
one because 
it usually 
means loneli-
ness, physical 
decline and 
a retreat to 
inactivity. 
Some people 
tend to lose their enthusiasm for life 
and spend so much time in fruitless 
reminiscing and self pity.

History records that many people 
made some of their greatest contri-
butions to society after the age of 65. 
The Earl of Halsbury, for example, was 
90 when he began preparing a 20-vol-
ume revision of English law. Goethe 
wrote Faust at 82. Galileo made his 
greatest discovery when he was 73. At 
69, Hudson Taylor was still vigorously 

working on the mission field open-
ing up new territories in Indochina. 
And when Caleb was 85, he took the 

stronghold of the giants 
(Josh 14-10-15).

God never intends for 
us to retire from spiri-
tual activity. The Bible 
says we can still bring 
forth fruit in old age. 
Even as Jesus kept the 
“’best wine” for the last 
at the wedding of Cana 

(John 2:10), so He seeks to gather the 
most luscious clusters of the fruit of 
the Spirit from the fully ripened har-
vest of our lives.

You may be sure God wouldn’t keep 
you on this earth if He didn’t have a 
worthwhile ministry for you to ac-
complish. 

SO KEEP ON SERVING THE 
LORD!

No Retirement!
by Father Elias Nasr

Seeking Parish Council Members

 In an attempt to properly conduct 
the nomination process to recruit 
Parish Council members, the 
Pastor will verify all persons wish-
ing to run and/or that are being 
nominated must be spiritually and 
financially eligible.  

In order to carry out such a pro-
cess and not cause embarrassment, 
undermine the work of the Nomi-
nating Committee’s efforts, and to 
save time.

1)  All nominations for parish 
members in good standing who 
wish to run for the Parish Council 
must be submitted to the Nomi-
nating Chair/Committee at least 10 
days prior to the General Assembly 
meeting.  

Anyone wishing to run for the Par-
ish Council must submit a short bi-
ography detailing his or her back-
ground in general with emphasis 
on church activity and obtain the 
spiritual approval of the Parish 
Priest before the annual meeting.  
There will be no nominations from 
the floor for Parish Council at the 
annual meeting. 

Fr. Elias and Habib Alamir, PC 
Chair, appointed Faris Sousou and 
Tony Abboud to lead the Nominat-
ing Committee along with Father 
Elias, Deacon Nicholas. 

To serve on the parish council, one 
must be 21 years or older, spiritual-
ly and financially in good standing, 
and a parishioner for two years.   
One position will be appointed 
by Father Elias and the other two 
openings will be elected.  

This year’s General Assembly is 
November 21st  at 12:30 following 
Liturgy. Please contact Faris, Tony, 
Deacon or Father if interested in 
running for Parish Council.

Ronald McDonald House Char-
ities of CNY was the recipient of 
this year’s Middle Eastern Festival 
Donation. 

We are pleased to announce that 
St. Elias, as part of our community 
outreach and support efforts, has 
donated $3300 to this worthwhile 
organization.

Look for more opportunities to 
make a difference in our communi-
ty through donations and volunteer 
opportunities!



October

November

Andrew & Deborah Eassa   4
Ludwig Khoury & Rania Habib  7
Fadi & Roula Khalifeh   8
Wahid & Ronda Akl   12
Shukri & Samantha Dayeh  15
Issa & Dana Nesheiwat  25
Sami & Jihan Khoury  29

December
Walid & Mary Alamir   4
Samih & Lalia Tadros   6
Mazen Beshara & Mary Abdulky 13
Louis & Antoinette Rezak  15
Albert & Tamar Totari  15
Souhel & Vicki Shehadeh  16
Zouheir & Nadia Totari  17
Nassib & Reema Habayeb  27

Happy 
anniversary

David & Rihab Daoud,   2
Scott & Christine Gantos    3
Nader & Diana Souri   5
Rajeh & Salwa Makhlouf   8
John & Diane Sauro   9
Ramzy & Diala Makhlouf  16
Issa & Sawsan Dannoun  20
Leon & Sheila Mazur  23
Charles & Eva Phillips  24

Teen SOYO is back in action! With so 
many of us vaccinated and feeling more 
comfortable, our teens are ready to roll 
up their sleeves and plan for a blessed 
and fruitful year!

Plans are in the works for a SOYO 
Retreat to be held on Saturday, October 
9 at Skaneateles Lake. Please contact 
Ramzy & Diala at 315-506-2628 for 
more information!

With new officers in place and meet-
ings held the first Sunday of every 
month following Liturgy, expect to 
see a lot of action. Please support our 
teens!

Spiritual Advisor: Deacon Nicholas
Youth Directors: Ramzy & Diala 
Makhlouf

Calling all teens at St. Elias!
October is Youth Month!

WORSHIP- Corporate worship is 
the sacramental expression of and 
participation in Holy Tradition, and 
is the indispensable foundation of 
Teen SOYO at all levels. Upon this 
foundation is a cultivation of daily 
personal prayer life and reading of 
Holy Scripture.

WITNESS-Christ calls us to be His 
witness in the world. Teen SOYO 
must enable fellow Members to 
express their faith for themselves 
and to others in order to be true 
witnesses to Christ and the Ortho-
dox Faith.

SERVICE-Christ came not to be 
served, but to serve. Teen SOYO 
seeks to emulate Christ in this and 
honors and glorifies God by loving 
and serving mankind in the name 
of Jesus Christ, using our God‐giv-
en gifts and talents.

FELLOWSHIP-The Holy Trinity 
is the perfect model of fellowship; 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
share perfect communion and exist 
in perfect love as a community. By 
gathering together in fellowship, 

What is the Mission of SOYO
Our purpose is to integrate each 
young person fully into the total 
life of the Church. SOYO brings 
its members to a deeper devotion 
to the Holy Orthodox Church, its 
faith, canons and worship. Teen 
SOYO creates and fosters min-
istries to encourage Members to 
commit themselves to living the 
Orthodox Faith daily. The com-
bination of Worship, Witness, 
Service and Fellowship are the 
natural expressions of that com-
mitment.

and by showing love for one anoth-
er in Christ, we emulate the life of 
the Holy Trinity in our daily life.

The ultimate goal of Teen SOYO 
is to fully integrate each teen into 
the full life of the Church, to create 
a safe and nurturing environment 
for teenagers to grow in Christ, and 
to form spiritual and social bonds 
between each individual so that a 
profound and life-giving relation-
ship with Jesus Christ and His Holy 
Church can be realized.

antiochian.org



December
Katerina Atallah-Yunes   1
Nader Awwad   2
Majd Elias    2
Estelle Khairallah    2
Sheila Mazur    2
John Sauro    2
Shadia Tadros    2
Zuher Dabit    5
Matthew Kane    5
Trevor Rott    5
Walid Alamir    6
Gabrielle Awwad    6
Nazar Awwad   10
Andrew Kane   10
Diana Abdallah   11
Henry Atallah-Yunes  11
Samira Fashho   11
Lisa Sousou   11
Evon Hodge   12
Ronda Akl   13
George Mtanos   15
Christian Aitchison  17
Lulu Abdo   18
Andrew Aitchison   18
Rosemarie Daoud   19
Justin Jiries   21
Louis Rezak   22
Cameron Aitchison  23
Nawal Tadros   23
Salim Fashho   24
Renee Gabriel   24
Annette Habayeb   24
Samir Azar   25
Michael Beshara   25
Wahid Akl   27
Cathy Khammar   27
Debra George   28
Anna Tarazi   29

October
Danna Sawalha-Scouten   1
Andrew Mullen    2
Taghreed Tadrus    4
Kyle Fedrizzi    7
Fadi Makhlouf    7
Corinne Whitworth   7
Louise Gantos    8
Lordes Soto   9
Nadia Totari   9
Evon DeRoberts   11
Jane Essi   11
Christine Wachna   12
Thomas Gabriel   14
Samira Sousou   14
Jeries Souri   16
Thomas Jiries   17
Lindsay Wachna   17
Kara Gantos   18
Grace Alamir   19
Sara El-amir   21
Philip Gabriel   21
Ziad Habayeb   23
Maya Beshara   24
Robert Cotran   25
Christine Gantos   26
Gloria Abdo   28
Samir Tadrus   30

November
Julia Alamir   1
Gloria Dayeh    2
Ludwig Khoury   2
Deacon Nicholas Mahshie  2
Elias Nasr    2
Jaiden Abdo    3
Mikaila Abdo    3
Yvonne Abdo   3
Alexandra Bronchetti   3
Edward Sabbagh    4
Jacqueline Eadi   6
Amanda Tarazi   7
Georgina Al-Khoury    9
Marya Al-Khoury   10
Rima Tadros   10
Nabeel Algattas   11
Nassib Habayeb   12
Andre Alamir   14
Alexis Gantos   15
Michel Nasr   15
Haifa Gantos   16
Nisreen Tadros   16
Heather Awwad   18
Emilie Sousou   18
Luca Vassallo   19
Deborah Essi   20
Maha Essi   24
El George -Amir   25
Isabella Essi   28

BirtHday Blessings

Christmation: August 11, 2021 - 
Alysse Dowdle

Births:
Thomas Madden IV to Rana 
(Fashho) Madden and Thomas 
Madden III

Please help us keep our records 
current by contacting Dona 
Savage at steliasny@aol.com!  
(Ascribed members of St. Elias 
only, please)     

would you like to be included 
in our list of birthdays & 

anniversaries?  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
November 14- Ladies’ Annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 21- General Assembly
Meeting following Liturgy
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