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ST. ELIAS

ANTIOCHIAN CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

FEBRUARY 4, 2024
His EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA

His GRACE BisHor ALEXANDER, AuUXILIARY BisHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
OTTAWA , UPSTATE NEY YORK AND EASTERN CANADA

REV, FR. MICHAEL IBRAHIM

DEACON NICHOLAS MAHSHIE
CHURCH: (315) 488-0388 FR. MICHAEL-973-641-8463

DN. NicHOoLAS 491-3990
‘DISCIPLES FIRST CALLED THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH.” AcTs 11:26

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
& FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF LUKE (“ZACCHAEUS”)
AFTER-FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION (MEETING) OF
CHRIST

VENERABLE [ISIDORE OF PELUSIUM,; THE MOTHERS OF THE THREE

HIERARCHS: EMMELIA, NONA AND ANTHOUSA
TONE 2/ EOTHINON 2

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR
I WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness
because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I
may glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son

and Holy Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQETTE
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.
TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:
O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner
of the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from

heaven to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he
abounds with healing to all those who honor him.
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WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with you our
spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall following the Divine
Liturgy. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to sign our Guest Registry book and
complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD which may be found in the Narthex, and return
it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared
themselves through fasting, prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to
receive Holy Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive
blessed Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St. Elias. If
you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.
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PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people: a light
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by the Abboud Family for
the spiritual and physical wellbeing of Simon and Lily Abboud, Anna, Shibel, Andrew
and Marc Jabaji, Elias, Anna and Lyla Abboud, Tony Abboud, Michael, Jackie, Thom-
as, Clara and Johnny Jabaji, George Abyad, Rebecca Husen and their families.

Also being offered in loving memory of Colette Abboud, Najeeb and Enshirah
Abboud, Nasrallah and Nahi Abyad, Tony, Johnny, Elias, Amira and Maha Abyad, Al-
ice and Jesse Harrison, Eveline Abdo, Salim Abboud, Marie Kanazeh, Ava and Elias
Ayoub, Nayla Nahal, Violette, Fahd and Daoud Jabaji, Luverne Husen and all the de-
ceased of the Abboud and Abyad families. May their memories be eternal.

e Also offering George Mounayer in loving memory of Laura Emile Tanus (9 day me-
morial), and Nadia Mounayer, Laila Mounayer, Tawfik Gabriel Mounayer, Edmond
Tadros, Arkad, Rogait Hannawi Mounayer. May their memory be eternal.

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our commu-
nity, especially Rana, Shadi, Simon Abboud, Janet Saba, Siham Ayoub, Salwa Ma-
khlouf, Kawthar Shomar, Elias Shamieh, Nada Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel, Eva Phillips.

e Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine and
the Middle East.



At this time the emperors Valerian (253-259) and Gallius (260-268) began to persecute
Christians, and one of the first brought before the court was the priest Sapricius. He
firmly confessed himself a Christian, underwent tortures for his faith and was condemned
to death by beheading with a sword. As they led Sapricius to execution, Nikephoros tear-
fully implored his forgiveness saying, “"O martyr of Christ, forgive me if I have sinned
against you in any way.”

The priest Sapricius remained stubborn, and even as he approached death he refused to
forgive his fellow Christian. Seeing the hardness of his heart, the Lord withdrew His
blessing from Sapricius, and would not let him receive the crown of martyrdom. At the
last moment, he suddenly became afraid of death and agreed to offer sacrifice to idols.
In vain did Saint Nikephoros urge Sapricius not to lose his reward through apostasy,
since he already stood on the threshold of the heavenly Kingdom.

Saint Nikephoros then said to the executioner, *I am a Christian, and I believe in our
Lord Jesus Christ. Execute me in place of Sapricius.” The executioners reported this to
the governor. He decided to free Sapricius, and to behead Nikephoros in his place. Thus
did Saint Nikephoros inherit the Kingdom and receive a martyr’s crown.

Prophet Zachariah

Commemorated on February 8

The Prophet Zachariah the Sickle-Seer the eleventh of the
twelve Minor Prophets. He was descended from the tribe of Le-
vi, and seems to have been a priest (Nehemiah 12:4,16). He
was called to prophetic service at a young age and became, in
the wondrous expression of church hymnology, “a spectator of
supra-worldly visions.”

The Book of the Prophet Zachariah contains inspired details
about the coming of the Messiah (Zach 6:12); about the last
days of the Savior’s earthly life, about the Entry of the Lord
into Jerusalem on a young donkey (Zach 9:9); about the be-
trayal of the Lord for thirty pieces of silver and the purchase of
the potter’s field with them (Zach 11:12-13); about the pierc-
ing of the Savior’s side (Zach 12:10); about the scattering of
the apostles from the Garden of Gethsemane (Zach 13:7);
about the eclipse of the sun at the time of the Crucifixion (Zach
14:6-7).

“Enlightened by dawnings all above,” the Prophet Zachariah, “saw the future as it were
the present.” According to Tradition, this "most true God-proclaimer” lived to old age and
was buried near Jerusalem, beside his illustrious contemporary and companion, the
Prophet Haggai (December 16). The title “Sickle-Seer” given Zachariah comes from a
vision in which he saw a sickle flying in the air, destroying thieves and perjurors (Zach
5:1-3).

The holy Prophet Zachariah died around 520 B.C. His tomb was discovered in 415 in a
village near Eleutheropolis (Sozomen, Hist. Eccles. VI:32, IX:17). At the prophet’s feet
was the body of a child dressed in royal accoutrements. His holy relics were transferred
to the church of Saint James the Brother of the Lord (October 23) in Constantinople.

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)
On February 4 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to celebrate the Presentation
(Meeting) of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple. On this day, we commemorate our
righteous Father Isidore of Pelusium.

Isidore was a kinsman of the Alexandrian Patriarchs Theophilus and Cyril. Having studied
all the secular disciplines, he renounced worldly riches and glories and devoted himself
completely to the spiritual life for the love of Christ. He was a great and ardent defender
and interpreter of the Orthodox Faith. Isidore wrote more than ten-thousand letters to
various individuals in which he reproached, counseled, comforted and instructed his spir-
itual children. In one letter Isidore writes: “It is more important to teach by a life of do-
ing good than to preach in eloquent terms.” In another, he says: “If one desires that his
virtues appear great, let him consider them small and they will surely manifest them-
selves as great.” The first and basic rule for Isidore was this: “First do, then teach ac-
cording to the example of our Lord Jesus.” At the time of the persecution of St. John
Chrysostom when the entire population was divided into two camps; one for and one
against, Isidore sided with Chrysostom. Isidore lived long, glorifying Christ the God with
his life and his writings. Isidore took up habitation in the kingdom of Christ in 436.

On the Sunday which falls during the After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of
our Lord, we commemorate the Holy and Righteous Mothers of the Three Hierarchs: Em-
melia (Basil the Great), Nona (Gregory the Theologian) and Anthousa (John Chrysos-
tom). By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

THE EPISTLE

Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: The Lord is my strength and my song.
With chastisement hath the Lord chastened me.

Reader: The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:9-15)

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this end
we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, Who is the Savior of
all men, especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things. Let no one
despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in
faith, in purity. Until I come, attend to the public reading of scripture, to preaching, to
teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophetic utterance
when the council of elders laid their hands upon you. Practice these duties; devote your-
self to them, so that all may see your progress.
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GOSPEL

Priest: The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (19:1-10)

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man
named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to see Who Jesus
was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran
on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for He was to pass that way.
And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make
haste and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” So he made haste and came
down, and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone
in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord,
“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of
anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this
house, since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man came to seek and to save
the lost.”
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THE SECOND EOTHINON DOXASTICON IN TONE TWO
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

They who were with Mary came and brought with them ointments; and as they were at a
loss how to achieve their desire, they saw that the stone had been rolled, and a divine
young man removed all anxiety and trouble from their souls by saying, The Lord Jesus

hath risen. Wherefore, they proclaimed to His Disciples, that they should hasten to Galilee
and behold Him, risen from the dead; for He is the Lord, the Giver of Life.
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee
is Hades despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set
free, death is slain, and we are endowed with life. Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we
cry aloud: Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who is thus well pleased, glory to Thee.
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Martyr Julian of Homs
Commemorated on February 6 e

The Holy Martyr Julian was a native of the Phoenician city of Eme-
sa, and he suffered in the year 312 under the emperor Maximian.
He was a skilled physician, and healed illnesses not only of the
body but also of the soul, and he converted many people to faith
in Christ the Savior.

When they led away the holy Martyrs Bishop Silvanus, Deacon
Luke and the Reader Mocius (February 29) to be eaten by wild
beasts, Julian encouraged them and urged them not to fear death
for the Lord. He was also arrested and put to death. His head,
hands and feet were pierced with long nails.

Martyr Nikephoros of Antioch, in Syria

Commemorated on February 9

The Holy Martyr Nikephoros (Niképhdros) lived in the city of
Syrian Antioch. In this city lived also the presbyter Sapricius,
with whom Nikephoros was very friendly, so that they were con-
sidered as brothers. They quarreled because of some disagree-
ment, and their former love changed into enmity and hate.

After a certain time Nikephoros came to his senses, repented of
his sin and more than once asked Sapricius, through mutual
friends, to forgive him. Sapricius, however, did not wish to for-
give him. Nikephoros then went to his former friend and fer-
vently asked forgiveness, but Sapricius was adamant.
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