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ST. ELIAS

ANTIOCHIAN CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
JUNE 23, 2024

His EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA

His GRACE BisHor ALEXANDER, AuUXILIARY BiISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
OTTAWA , UPSTATE NEY YORK AND EASTERN CANADA

REvV, FR. MICHAEL IBRAHIM

DeAacoN NicHOLAS MAHSHIE
CHURCH: (315) 488-0388 FR. MICHAEL-973-641-8463

DN. NicHoLAs 491-3990

‘DISCIPLES FIRST CALLED THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH.” AcTs 11:26

FIFTIETH DAY AFTER PASCHA
THE GREAT FEAST OF PENTECOST

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR
I WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness
because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I
may glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQETTE
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:

O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner
of the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from
heaven to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he
abounds with healing to all those who honor him.

S ¢ igal) demall (ul) crasall gumal G ) cagiS)s sl sacl anall DL e
"Ll e K 23y ot A ¢yl jgdang sl 3l pill el (e derdl) il

WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with you our
spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall following the Divine
Liturgy. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to sign our Guest Registry book and
complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD which may be found in the Narthex, and return
it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared
themselves through fasting, prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to
receive Holy Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive
blessed Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St. Elias. If
you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.

1S al

pSse iy g Il g€ (3 SLAe o payady asall Lins Osteas e W)f35 qans an

‘eSJ 85yl J3) sl cuilS 1) 6@3}\ 33l amy ) dc 18 uﬁ Lina Bggall Jolunl Lud| ehuzﬁd

225 il eliadl Jf33) clasbes AUy JleSinly 330 O s sl e Jeli) 230 oy
OS36Y) Cpmnsenall T e (g9 Sy Al (gadiyh aaf ) lgalely i€l aa b

e QYL Qb ey e ilicly Slally ageall BIA (e unaa S8 gl lyie] 0l

Sl D Gul3 dilgs 8 Y araall mand (K15 L atial) Gl bl dsiall IS
ALY A g ol e A€ 3 Lumi o Cm il oSOlAI by (g o) pusial

Bl ISl Y1 Y
PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes

have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people: a light
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by Antiochian Women
for the spiritual and physical wellbeing of the members of the Antiochian Women of
St. Elias. Also being offered in loving memory of the departed members of the
Antiochian Women. May their memories be eternal.

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our commu-
nity, especially Rana, Shadi, Simon Abboud, Janet Saba, Siham Ayoub, Salwa Ma-
khlouf, Kawthar Shomar, Elias Shamieh, Nada Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel, Jewel Gabriel.

e Please pray for the speedy recovery of Samir and Jamal Azar.

e Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine and
the Middle East.



tations have been fulfilled. At the end of the Aposticha hymns, for the first time since
Easter, we sing the hymn: “O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth...,” the
one with which we inaugurate all our services, all prayers, which is, as it were, the life-
breath of the Church, and whose coming to us, whose “descent” upon us in this festal
Vigil, is indeed the very experience of the Holy Spirit "coming and abiding in us.”

Having reached its climax, the Vigil continues as an explosion of joy and light for “verily
the light of the Comforter has come and illumined the world.” In the Gospel reading
(John 20:19-23) the feast is interpreted to us as the feast of the Church, of her divine
nature, power and authority. The Lord sends His disciples into the world, as He Himself
was sent by His Father. Later, in the antiphons of the Liturgy, we proclaim the universal-
ity of the apostles’ preaching, the cosmical significance of the feast, the sanctification of
the whole world, the true manifestation of God’s Kingdom.

THE VESPERS OF PENTECOST

The liturgical peculiarity of Pentecost is a very special Vespers of the day itself. Usually
this service follows immediately the Divine Liturgy, is “added” to it as its own fulfillment.
The service begins as a solemn “summing up” of the entire celebration, as its liturgical
synthesis. We hold flowers in our hands symbolizing the joy of the eternal spring, inau-
gurated by the coming of the Holy Spirit. After the festal Entrance, this joy reaches its
climax in the singing of the Great Prokeimenon:

“"Who is so great a God as our God?”

Then, having reached this climax, we are invited to kneel. This is our first kneeling since
Easter. It signifies that after these fifty days of Paschal joy and fulness, of experiencing
the Kingdom of God, the Church now is about to begin her pilgrimage through time and
history. It is evening again, and the night approaches, during which temptations and fail-
ures await us, when, more than anything else, we need Divine help, that presence and
power of the Holy Spirit, who has already revealed to us the joyful End, who now will
help us in our effort towards fulfillment and salvation.

All this is revealed in the three prayers which the celebrant reads now as we all kneel
and listen to him. In the first prayer, we bring to God our repentance, our increased ap-
peal for forgiveness of sins, the first condition for entering into the Kingdom of God.

In the second prayer, we ask the Holy Spirit to help us, to teach us to pray and to follow
the true path in the dark and difficult night of our earthly existence. Finally, in the third
prayer, we remember all those who have achieved their earthly journey, but who are
united with us in the eternal God of Love.

The joy of Easter has been completed and we again have to wait for the dawn of the
Eternal Day. Yet, knowing our weakness, humbling ourselves by kneeling, we also know
the joy and the power of the Holy Spirit who has come. We know that God is with us,
that in Him is our victory.

Thus is completed the feast of Pentecost and we enter “the ordinary time” of the year.
Yet, every Sunday now will be called “after Pentecost”—and this means that it is from
the power and light of these fifty days that we shall receive our own power, the Divine
help in our daily struggle. At Pentecost we decorate our churches with flowers and green
branches—for the Church “never grows old, but is always young.” It is an evergreen, ev-
er-living Tree of grace and life, of joy and comfort. For the Holy Spirit—"the Treasury of
Blessings and Giver of Life—comes and abides in us, and cleanses us from all impurity,”
and fills our life with meaning, love, faith and hope.

6

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)
On this day, the eighth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate Holy Pentecost.

On this day—the fiftieth after Great and Holy Pascha—we commemorate the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon the holy Disciples and Apostles in the form of tongues of fire. Num-
bering about 120, they who followed the Master gathered in Jerusalem in the upper
room of a house to await the Lord’s promise to send the Holy Spirit. At about the third
hour of the day, there came a sound from Heaven as of a mighty rushing wind, and it
filled the house. Cloven tongues immediately appeared, like as of fire, and sat upon the
head of each of them. The Apostles began to speak, not with the languages of their an-
cestors, but with other languages with which the Holy Spirit supplied them, as He in-
spired them. After the Apostle Peter explained what had happened, 3,000 people joined
the Church on the inauguration of the priesthood of grace. The objectives of Pentecost
are, namely, the coming of the Holy Spirit into the world, the fulfilment of the promise
of Jesus Christ, and the completion of the undefiled hope of the Apostles.
By the intercessions of the Holy Apostles, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

THE EPISTLE

Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: Their voice has gone out into all the earth.
The heavens declare the glory of God.
Reader: The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (2:1-11)

When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were all together in one
place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of
fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now
there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven.
And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each
one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered,
saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each
of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and pros-
elytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works
of God.”
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GOSPEL

Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (7:37-52; 8:12)

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If any-
one thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Mg, as the Scripture has
said, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”” Now this He said about the Spirit,
which those who believed in Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given,
because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard these words, many of the people
said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the
Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ is descended from
David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there was a division
among the people over Him. Some of them wanted to arrest Him, but no one laid hands
on Him. The officers then went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them,
“"Why did you not bring Him?” The officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this man!”
The Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the authorities
or the Pharisees believed in Him? But this crowd, who do not know the Law, are accurs-
ed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said to them,
“Does our Law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he
does?” They replied, “"Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will see that no prophet is
to rise from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he
who follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
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THE DOXASTICON OF PENTECOST IN TONE SIX
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever,
and unto ages of ages. Amen.
O heavenly King, the Comforter, Spirit of Truth, Who art in all places, and fillest all
things, Treasury of good things, and Giver of life, come, and dwell in us, and cleanse us
from every stain; and save our souls, O good One.
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HOLY PENTECOST

Commemorated on June 23 Father Alexander Schmemann (1974)

SESCERT' I THE BOLS SPIRET

In the Church’s annual liturgical cycle, Pentecost is “the last
and great day.” It is the celebration by the Church of the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit as the end—the achievement and fulfill-
ment—of the entire history of salvation. For the same reason,
however, it is also the celebration of the beginning: it is the
“birthday” of the Church as the presence among us of the Holy
Spirit, of the new life in Christ, of grace, knowledge, adoption
to God and holiness.

This double meaning and double joy is revealed to us, first of
all, in the very name of the feast. Pentecost in Greek means
fifty, and in the sacred biblical symbolism of numbers, the
number fifty symbolizes both the fulness of time and that
which is beyond time: the Kingdom of God itself. It symbolizes the fulness of time by its
first component: 49, which is the fulness of seven (7 x 7): the number of time. And, it
symbolizes that which is beyond time by its second component: 49 + 1, this one being
the new day, the “day without evening” of God’s eternal Kingdom. With the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s disciples, the time of salvation, the Divine work of redemp-
tion has been completed, the fulness revealed, all gifts bestowed: it belongs to us now
0 “appropriate” these gifts, to be that which we have become in Christ: participants
and citizens of His Kingdom.

THE VIGIL OF PENTECOST
The all-night Vigil service begins with a solemn invitation:

“Let us celebrate Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit,
The appointed day of promise, and the fulfillment of hope,
The mystery which is as great as it is precious.”

In the coming of the Spirit, the very essence of the Church is revealed:

“The Holy Spirit provides all,

Overflows with prophecy, fulfills the priesthood,

Has taught wisdom to illiterates, has revealed fishermen as theologians,
He brings together the whole council of the Church.”

In the three readings of the Old Testament (Numbers 11:16-17, 24-29; Joel 2:23-32;
Ezekiel 36:24-28) we hear the prophecies concerning the Holy Spirit. We are taught
that the entire history of mankind was directed towards the day on which God “would
pour out His Spirit upon all flesh.” This day Bsas come! All hope, all promises, all expec-
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