St. Elias Untiochian Oxthadox Chuistian Chuwich
Rev. F1. Michael Jbrakim

Deacon Nichelas Mahshie
4988 Onondaga Road, Syracuse, NY 13215
Church: 488-0388 Cell: 973-641-8463
Church Office e-mail: office@sainteliasny.com
For Bulletin Announcements email Dona at office@sainteliasny.com and
Sheila at sahmaz@twcny.rr.com
For Liturgy Names & Coffee Hour email the above
Saturday: Vespers at 4:30 PM followed by confession
Sunday: Orthros at 9:30 AM & Divine Liturgy at 10:30 AM

Check out our website @ www.sainteliasny.com

(&)


http://webmail.nyc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.sainteliasny.com

ST. ELIAS

ANTIOCHIAN CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
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His EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA

His GRACE BisHor ALEXANDER, AuUXILIARY BiISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
OTTAWA , UPSTATE NEY YORK AND EASTERN CANADA

REvV, FR. MICHAEL IBRAHIM

DeAacoN NicHOLAS MAHSHIE
CHURCH: (315) 488-0388 FR. MICHAEL-973-641-8463

DN. NicHoLAs 491-3990

‘DISCIPLES FIRST CALLED THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH.” AcTs 11:26

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:
COMMEMORATION OF ALL SAINTS &
SYNAXIS (“GATHERING”) OF THE
TWELVE APOSTLES

TONE 8 / EOTHINON 1

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR
I WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness
because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I
may glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQETTE
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:

O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner
of the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from
heaven to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he
abounds with healing to all those who honor him.
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In the year 363 the relics of Saint Febronia were transferred to Constantinople.

Soon after the death of Saint Febronia, Saint James the Bishop of Nisibis (January 13) built a
church and transferred into it a portion of the of the holy martyr’s relics.

WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with you our
spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall following the Divine
Liturgy. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to sign our Guest Registry book and
complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD which may be found in the Narthex, and return
it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared
themselves through fasting, prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to
receive Holy Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive
blessed Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St. Elias. If
you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.
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PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people: a light
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by the Shahin Family
for the spiritual and physical wellbeing of the Shahin Wood Family, Shahin Tafor
Family, Shahin Vought family, Michele Shahin, Jeanine’s sister in Lebanon,Edna
Mizher and family and her many niece and nephews. Also being offered in loving
memory of Fr. Michael Shahin, Jeanine Awad Shahin (40 day memorial), her sis-
ters Esther Ferris and Nellie Charles. May their memories be eternal.

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our commu-
nity, especially Rana, Shadi, Simon Abboud, Janet Saba, Siham Ayoub, Salwa Ma-
khlouf, Kawthar Shomar, Elias Shamieh, Nada Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel, Jewel Gabriel.

e Please pray for the speedy recovery of Samir and Jamal Azar.

e Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine and
the Middle East.



fierce attitude against Christians, but Lysimachus was of a different frame of mind from him,
since his mother had sought to inspire love for the Christian faith in her son, and she had died a
Christian. Lysimachus had discussed with his kinsman Primus how it would be possible to deliver
Christians from the hands of the torturer. When the detachment of soldiers approached the con-
vent, its inhabitants hid. There remained only the abbess Bryaine, her helper Thomais and Saint
Febronia, who was seriously ill at the time.

It grieved the abbess terribly that her niece might fall into the hands of the torturers, who might
defile her. She prayed fervently that the Lord would preserve her and strengthen her in the con-

fession of Christ the Savior. Selinus gave orders to bring him all the nuns of the convent. Primus
with the detachment of soldiers found no one, except the two old women and Saint Febronia. He
regretted that they had not hidden, and he suggested to the nuns that they flee. But the nuns de-
cided not to leave the place of their labors and they entrusted themselves to the will of the Lord.

Primus told Lysimachus about the particular beauty of Saint Febronia and advised him to take her
for himself. Lysimachus said that he would not seduce a virgin dedicated to God, and he asked
Primus to hide the other nuns somewhere so that they would not fall into the hands of Selinus.
One of the soldiers overheard the conversation and told Selinus. They led Saint Febronia off to the
military commander with her hands bound and a chain around her neck. Selinus urged her to deny
Christ, promising her honors, rewards, and marriage with Lysimachus. The holy virgin firmly and
fearlessly answered that she had an Immortal Bridegroom, and she would not exchange Him for
any mortal man. Selinus subjected her to fierce torture. The saint prayed, "My Savior, do not
abandon me in this terrible hour!”

They beat the martyr for a long time, and blood flowed from her wounds. In order to intensify the
suffering of Saint Febronia, they tied her to a tree and set a fire under it. The tortures were so in-
human, that the people began to demand an end to the torture, since there was no confession of
guilt by the girl. Selinus continued to mock and jeer at the martyr, but Saint Febronia became si-
lent. Because of weakness she was unable to utter a word. In a rage Selinus gave orders to tear
out her tongue, smash her teeth, and finally, to cut off both hands and feet. The people were una-
ble to bear such a horrid spectacle and they left the scene of the torture, cursing Diocletian and his
gods.

Among the crowd was the nun Thomais, who afterwards recorded Saint Febronia’s martyrdom in
detail, and also her student Hieria. She came forth out of the crowd and in the hearing of all re-
proached Selinus for his boundless cruelty. He gave orders to arrest her, but learning that Hieria
was of illustrious standing whom he could not readily subject to torture, he said, "By your speech
you have brought on Febronia even greater torment.” Finally, they beheaded the holy Martyr Feb-
ronia.

Departing the place of execution, Lysimachus wept and withdrew to his quarters. Selinus made
ready to eat, but he was not able to take food, and went off to the quiet of his own chambers.
Suddenly, he became like one deranged. Looking up to the heavens, he raved and bellowed like a
bull, then fell down and struck his head on a marble column and died. When Lysimachus learned of
this, he said, ™ Great is the God of the Christians, Who has avenged Febronia’s blood, so unright-
eously shed!” He prepared a coffin, placed the martyr’s body in it, and took it to the convent.

Abbess Bryainé fell senseless, seeing the mutilated remains of Saint Febronia. Later, she recov-
ered her senses and gave orders to open the convent gates so that all would be able to come and
venerate the holy martyr and glorify God Who had given her such endurance in suffering for
Christ. Lysimachus and Primus renounced their idol worship and accepted both Baptism and mo-
nasticism. Hieria gave her wealth to the convent and petitioned Abbess Bryainé to accept her at
the convent in place of Saint Febronia.

Every year, on the day of the martyric death of Saint Febronia, a solemn feast was celebrated at
the convent. During the time of the all-night Vigil the nuns always saw Saint Febronia, at her usual
place in church. From the relics of Saint Febronia occurred humerous miracles and healings. The
Life of Saint Febronia was recorded by the nun Thomais, an eyewitness to her deeds.
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THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)
On June 30 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Synaxis of the holy, glorious,

and all-lauded Twelve Apostles.

Even though each one of the Twelve has his own special day of celebration throughout
the year, the Church has set aside this day as a festal assembly of all the apostles to-
gether and with them, Paul. These are the names and the separate celebration days of
the Holy Apostles; and how each one of these most holy and beneficial men in world his-
tory ended their earthly life: Peter (June 29, January 16) was crucified upside down. An-
drew (November 30) was crucified. James, the son of Zebedee (April 30) was beheaded.
John the Theologian (September 26) died in a miraculous, peaceful manner, the only
one of “The Twelve” to do so. Philip (November 14) was crucified. Bartholomew (June
11, August 25) was crucified, scraped and beheaded. Thomas (October 6) was pierced
with five spears. Matthew the Evangelist (November 16) was burned alive. James, the
son of Alphaeus (October 9) was crucified. Thaddeus [Jude] (June 19), the Brother of
James was crucified. Simon the Zealot (May 10) was crucified. Matthias (August 9) was
stoned and then was beheaded after death. Paul (June 29) was beheaded.

On this day, the Sunday after Pentecost, we celebrate the Feast of All Saints who
shone forth throughout all the world, North and South, East and West.
David the Prophet and king, who revered the beloved of God, and respected them because
of his great piety, said in the Psalms, “How precious are Thy beloved unto me, O
God” (138:17). And the Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, recounted the lives of
the saints, when he wrote, “Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that so easily besets us;
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us” (12:1). Therefore, as Orthodox
Christians, we honor the beloved saints of God, respecting them as keepers of God’s com-
mandments, shining examples of virtue and benefactors of humanity. We commemorate
all of the holy ones every year on this day, as the list of saints ever increases, even
though some of their names escape us. Nevertheless, we honor them for their piety and
strive to imitate their good works.

By the intercessions of Thine immaculate Mother, O Christ God, and of all Thy

Saints from all ages, have mercy and save us, since Thou alone art good and the Lover
of mankind. Amen.

THE EPISTLE

Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: God is wonderful among His saints.
Bless God in the congregations.

Reader: The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:33-12:2)

Brethren, all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, re-
ceived promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to
flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to ac-
cept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in
two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of
sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all
these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God
had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made per-
fect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of withesses, let us also lay
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aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfection of our faith.
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GOSPEL

Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (9:36-10:8)

At that time, when Jesus saw the crowds, He had compassion for them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His Dis-
ciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” And He called to Him His twelve Disciples
and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease
and every infirmity. The names of the twelve Apostles are these: first, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;
Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphae-
us, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him. These
twelve Jesus sent out, charging them, “"Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no
town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And preach
as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying, give without pay.”
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THE DOXASTICON OF THE SYNAXIS IN TONE EIGHT
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As ye passed throughout creation filling it with light, O disciples of the Savior, with your
teachings ye burnt up the error of the idols like wood, and ye saved the nations, catch-
ing them in your nets and drawing them up from the deep of ignorance unto divine
knowledge. And now intercede with Christ, that He be gracious unto us in the Day of
Judgment.
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee
is Hades despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set
free, death is slain, and we are endowed with life. Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we
cry aloud: Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who is thus well pleased, glory to Thee.
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Virgin Martyr Febronia of Nisibis

Commemorated on June 25

The Virgin Martyr Febronia suffered during the reign of Diocletian (284-
305). She was raised at a monastery in the city of Sivapolis (Assyria).
The head of the women’s monastery was the abbess Bryaing, the aunt of
Saint Febronia. Being concerned about her niece’s salvation, she as-
signed her a stricter form of life than the other nuns. According to their
monastic rule, on Fridays the sisters put aside their other duties and
spent the whole day in prayer and the reading of Holy Scripture. The
abbess usually assigned the reading to Saint Febronia.

News of her pious life spread throughout the city. The illustrious young
widow Hieria, a pagan, began to visit her, and under the influence of her
guidance and prayer she accepted holy Baptism, bringing her parents
and kinsfolk to the Christian Faith.

Diocletian sent a detachment of soldiers to Assyria under the command of Lysimachus, Selinus
and Primus for the destruction of Christians. Sel%nos, the uncle of Lysimachus, was noted for his
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