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4988 Onondaga Road, Syracuse, NY 13215
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Saturday: Vespers at 4:30 PM followed by confession
Sunday: Orthros at 9:30 AM & Divine Liturgy at 10:30 AM

Check out our website @ www.sainteliasny.com
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ST. ELIAS

ANTIOCHIAN CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

JUNE 9, 2024
His EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA

His GRACE BisHor ALEXANDER, AuUXILIARY BisHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
OTTAWA , UPSTATE NEY YORK AND EASTERN CANADA

REV, FR. MICHAEL IBRAHIM

DEACON NICHOLAS MAHSHIE
CHURCH: (315) 488-0388 FR. MICHAEL-973-641-8463

DN. NicHOoLAS 491-3990
‘DISCIPLES FIRST CALLED THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH.” AcTs 11:26

SIXTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA:
SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
CYRIL, ARCHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA, PELAGIA AND THE

THREE VIRGIN-MARTYRS OF CHIOS
TONE 5/ EOTHINON 8

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR
I WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness
because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I
may glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son

and Holy Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQETTE
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:

O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner
of the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from
heaven to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he
abounds with healing to all those who honor him.
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40 Days of Feasting, 50 Days of Celebration

We fasted for forty days during Great Lent; now we feast for forty days, until Ascension.
During the Paschal season, we do not fast, even on Wednesdays and Fridays. Symbolic of
how Christ's Resurrection has opened Heaven, the doors and curtains of the ikonostasis re-
main open. The Paschal candle also remains lit. We stand at all services from the Glorious
Feast of Pascha until the feast of Pentecost (50 days after Pascha). We do not kneel until the
beginning of the Vespers of the Great Feast of Pentecost, at which we kneel and ask the Lord
Jesus Christ to send the Holy Spirit also upon us, to empower us to do His will in all aspects
of our lives (often called the “Kneeling Prayers”).

Christ is Rigen!
Truly He is Risen!

WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with you our
spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall following the Divine
Liturgy. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to sign our Guest Registry book and
complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD which may be found in the Narthex, and return
it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared
themselves through fasting, prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to
receive Holy Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive
blessed Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St. Elias. If
you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.
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PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people: a light to
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by the Antiochian Women
for the spiritual and physical wellbeing of the Antiochian Women. Also being offered in
loving memory of the departed members of the Antiochian Women. May their memories
be eternal.

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our community,
especially Rana, Shadi, Simon Abboud, Janet Saba, Siham Ayoub, Salwa Makhlouf, Kaw-
thar Shomar, Elias Shamieh, Nada Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel, Jamil Koussa, Jewel Gabriel.

e Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine and the
Middle East.
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THE DOXASTICON OF THE BLIND MAN IN TONE EIGHT
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Who can tell of Thy mighty works, O Christ, or who can number the multitudes of Thy won-
ders? For even as Thou, in Thy goodness, didst appear on earth twofold of nature, so didst
Thou grant twofold healings to the sick; for Thou didst open not only the bodily eyes of the

man who was blind from the womb, but those of his soul also. Wherefore, he confessed Thee,
the hidden God, Who grantest great mercy unto all.
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DOXASTICON FOR PASCHA IN TONE FIVE
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
It is the day of Resurrection; let us be radiant for the festival, and let us embrace one anoth-

er. Let us say, O brethren, even to those that hate us: Let us forgive all things on the Resur-
rection. And thus let us cry: Christ is risen from the dead; trampling down death by death,

and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.
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THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)

On June 9 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate Cyril, archbishop of Alexandria;
and Pelagia and the three Virgin-martyrs of Chios.

On this day, the sixth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the miracle wrought by our
Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ upon the man who was blind from his birth.

The Savior met this man, born blind and incurable after every human effort, while
leaving the Temple on the Sabbath. Saints John Chrysostom, Basil the Great and Irenaeus
teach that the man was born without eyeballs. Jesus spat into the dirt, made clay, rubbed it
in his eye sockets and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam, a famous water spring in Jeru-
salem. The Savior did not send him there because his eye sockets were filled with clay, nor
did the pool have healing power, but instead to test his faith and obedience. Jesus fashioned
the eyes of the blind man from the dirt as God fashioned man from the dirt. The blind man
proclaimed that Jesus healed him, but this confession caused him to be cast out by the ene-
mies of the truth. Even his own parents would not defend him. However, the blind man fol-
lowed Jesus from that moment forward.

By Thine infinite mercy, O Christ our God, Giver of light, have mercy on us. Amen.

THE EPISTLE

Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us.

Save me, O Lord, for the godly man is no more.
Reader: The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34)

In those days, while we the apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met
by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination, who brought her masters much gain by sooth-
saying. She followed Paul and us, and cried out saying: “These men are servants of the Most
High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And she did this for many days. But Paul
was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit: "I charge you in the Name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her masters saw that the hope of
their gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace be-
fore the rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said: “These men
are disturbing our city, and they, being Jews, are setting forth customs which are not lawful
for us to receive or observe, since we are Romans.” The multitude then rose up together
against them, and the magistrates tore their garments off them, and commanded to beat
them with rods. And when they had inflicted many stripes upon them, they cast them into
prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received such a charge, he cast them
into the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and sud-
denly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened. And the
jailer, being roused out of sleep and seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword and was
about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried out with a loud
voice saying: “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And he called for lights and rushed
in, and fell down before Paul and Silas trembling with fear, and brought them out and said:
“Masters, what must I do to be saved?” And they said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
you will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him, and
to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their
stripes, and was baptized, he and his entire household. Then he brought them up into his
house, and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, with his entire house, in that he had

believed in God. j
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GOSPEL
Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38)

At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth. And His disci-
ples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
made manifest in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me, while it is day; night
comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” As he
said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with
the clay, saying to him, “"Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,” which means “Sent.” So he went and
washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beg-
gar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he;” others said,
“No, but he is like him.” He said, I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” He answered, “"The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him,
“Where is he?” He said, "I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who had for-
merly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes.
The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put
clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “"This man is not from
God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, *How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?” There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, “What do
you say about Him, since He has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did
not believe that he had been blind and had reciived his sight, until they called the parents of

the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our
son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this be-
cause they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess
him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is
of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said
to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he
is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said
to him, *What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too
want to become His disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do
not know where He comes from.” The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not
know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen
to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. Never
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind.
If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in
utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast
him out, and having found him He said, “"Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered,
“And who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?"” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and
it is He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him.
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