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ST. ELIAS

ANTIOCHIAN CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
AUGUST 24, 2025

His EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA

His GRACE BisHor ALEXANDER, AuUXILIARY BiISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
OTTAWA , UPSTATE NEY YORK AND EASTERN CANADA

REvV, FR. MICHAEL IBRAHIM

DeAacoN NicHOLAS MAHSHIE
CHURCH: (315) 488-0388 FR. MICHAEL-973-641-8463

DN. NicHoLAs 315-491-3990
‘DISCIPLES FIRST CALLED THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH.” AcTs 11:26

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

& ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
MARTYR EUTYCHES, DISCIPLE OF JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN, NEW HI-
EROMARTYR COSMAS AITOLOS, EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES AND
EVANGELIZER OF SOUTHERN ALBANIA

TONE 2/EOTHINON 11

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR
I WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness
because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I
may glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQETTE
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:

O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner
of the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from
heaven to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he
abounds with healing to all those who honor him.
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WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with
ou our spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall
ollowing the Divine Liturgby. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to

siﬁn our Guest Registry book and complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD

which may be found in the Narthex, and return it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only

Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through fastin?,
prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to receive Holy

Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive blessed
Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St. Eli-

as. If you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.
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PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes

have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people: a light to
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our communi-
ty, especially Janet Saba, Salwa Makhlouf, Elias Shamieh, Nada and Rima Tadros, Eve-
lyn Gabriel.

e Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine and the
Middle East.



was flayed from head to chest, but the martyr did not utter a sound. The youngest son
Pistus was tortured and beheaded, just as his brothers had been. One account says that
the three brothers suffered at Edessa in Macedonia. Another account says they died at La-
rissa in Thessaly, their homeland.

Saint Bassa was thrown into prison and was weakened by hunger, but an angel strength-
ened her with heavenly food. Under successive tortures she remained unharmed by fire,
water and beasts. When they brought her to a pagan temple, she shattered the statue of
Zeus. Then they threw the martyr into a whirlpool in the sea. But to everyone’s surprise a
ship sailed up, and three radiant men pulled her up (Saint Nikodémos of the Holy Mountain
(July 14) suggests that these were her children, martyred earlier). After eight days Saint
Bassa came by ship to the governor of the island of Alona, not far from Cyzicus, in the
Propontis or Sea of Marmora. After beating her with rods, they beheaded her.

By the year 450 there was already a church in honor of the holy martyr Bassa at Chalce-
don.

APOSTLE THADDEUS OF THE SEVENTY
COMMEMORATED ON AUGUST 21

Saint Thaddeus, Apostle of the Seventy, was by descent a He-
brew, and he was born in the Syrian city of Edessa. The holy
Apostle Thaddeus of the Seventy must be distinguished from
Saint Jude, also called Thaddeus or Levi (June 19), who was one
of the Twelve Apostles.

When he came to Jerusalem for a feastday, he heard the preach-
ing of John the Forerunner. After being baptized by him in the
Jordan, he remained in Palestine. He saw the Savior, and became
His follower. He was chosen by the Lord to be one of the Seventy
Disciples, whom He sent by twos to preach in the cities and plac-
es where He intended to visit (Luke. 10: 1).

After the Ascension of the Savior to Heaven, Saint Thaddeus
preached the good news in Syria and Mesopotamia. He came
preaching the Gospel to Edessa and he converted King Abgar, the
people and the pagan priests to Christ. He backed up his preach- |
ing with many miracles (about which Abgar wrote to the Assyrian
emperor Nerses). He established priests there and built up the Edessa Church.

Prince Abgar wanted to reward Saint Thaddeus with rich gifts, but he refused and went
preaching to other cities, converting many pagans to the Christian Faith. He went to the
city of Beirut to preach, and he founded a church there. It was in this city that he peace-

fully died in the year 44. (The place of his death is indicated as Beirut in the Slavonic MEN-

AION, but according to other sources he died in Edessa. According to an ancient Armenian

tradition, Saint Thaddeus, after various tortures, was beheaded by the sword on December
21 in the Artaz region in the year 50).

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)
On August 24 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy Martyr Eutyches,
disciple of John the Theologian and Paul the Apostle.

Though not numbered among the Seventy Apostles, Eutyches is also called an apostle
because he was a disciple of the great apostles and he displayed true apostolic zeal in
his evangelical service. Consecrated a missionary bishop, Eutyches traveled much, hav-
ing an angel as his companion. In prison, he received heavenly bread from an angel.
When his body was scraped with a serrated iron rod, blood flowed from him with unusual
fragrant myrrh. Eutyches was thrown into a fire and before wild beasts and finally be-
headed with a sword in Sebastopol, where he had been born. He now resides with the
Apostles in the Heavenly Kingdom.

On this day, we also commemorate the New Hieromartyr Cosmas Aitolos, equal-to-the-
Apostles and evangelizer of southern Albania. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ
God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

THE EPISTLE
Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: The Lord is my strength and my song.
The Lord has chastened me severely.
Reader: The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:2-
12)

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to
those who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we
not have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers
of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from
working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard
without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do I
say this on human authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is written in the Law
of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.” Is it for oxen
that God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our
sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a
share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap
your material benefits? If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more?
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than
put an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of Christ.
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GOSPEL

Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (18:23-35)

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord or-
dered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be
made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and
I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him
and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said,
‘Pay what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison until he should
pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly dis-
tressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because
you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all
his debt. So also My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive
your brother from your heart.”
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THE ELEVENTH EOTHINON DOXASTICON IN TONE EIGHT

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

When Thou didst show Thyself to the disciples after Thy Resurrection, O Savior, Thou
gavest Simon the tending of the sheep, that he might return Thy love, and Thou didst ask
him to have care for the shepherding of the flock. Wherefore, Thou didst say to him: If
thou lovest Me, O Peter, feed My lambs, feed My sheep. And he, straightway showing his
affectionate love, inquired concerning the other disciple. By their intercessions, O Christ,
preserve Thy flock from the wolves that ravage it.
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THEOTOKION IN TONE EIGHT
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is
Hades despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free,
death is slain, and we are endowed with life. Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud:
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who is thus well pleased, glory to Thee.
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Martyr Bassa of Edessa and her sons Theogonius,
which she passed on to her sons.
During the reign of the emperor Maximian Galerius (305-311), the

Agapius, and Pistus ] >
@ | ) in
husband denounced his wife and children to the governor. In spite of /

Commemorated on August 21

The Martyr Bassa with her sons Theognis, Agapius and Pistus, lived
threats, the boys refused to offer sacrifice to idols, so they were tor- \, :
tured and put to death. The eldest son, Theognis, was raked with

the city of Macedonian Edessa and she was married to a pagan
priest. From childhood she had been raised in the Christian Faith,
iron claws, then he was beheaded. The skin of the young Agapius
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