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ST. ELIAS

ANTIOCHIAN CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
OCTOBER 12, 2025

His EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA

His GRACE BisHor ALEXANDER, AuUXILIARY BiISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
OTTAWA , UPSTATE NEY YORK AND EASTERN CANADA

REvV, FR. MICHAEL IBRAHIM

DeAacoN NicHOLAS MAHSHIE
CHURCH: (315) 488-0388 FR. MICHAEL-973-641-8463

DN. NicHoLAs 315-491-3990
‘DISCIPLES FIRST CALLED THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH.” AcTs 11:26

SUNDAY OF HOLY FATHERS OF SEVENTH
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

& FOURTH SUNDAY OF LUKE
MARTYRS PROBOS, ANDRONIKOS AND TARACHOS AT TARSUS;
MARTYR DOMNINA AT ANAZARBUS IN CILICIA; VIRGIN MARTYR ANA-

STASIA OF ROME
TONE 1/ EOTHINON 7

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR
I WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness
because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I
may glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQETTE
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:

O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner
of the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from
heaven to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he
abounds with healing to all those who honor him.
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WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with
ou our spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall
ollowing the Divine Liturgby. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to

siﬁn our Guest Registry book and complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD

which may be found in the Narthex, and return it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only

Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through fastin?,

prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to receive Holy

Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive blessed
Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St. Eli-

as. If you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.
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PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people: a light to
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by the Akl family, for the
spiritual and physical wellbeing of of all the members of the Akl, Tadros, Majlaton, El
Saddik, Stalter & Yacobucci Families. Also being offered in loving memory of Lina
& Joseph Akl, Jalil & Afifeh Tadros, Georgette Tadros, John Tadros, Basima Tadros,
Arkad & Edmund Tadros, Hanneh & Salim Majlaton. May their memories be eternal.

e Today is the 40 memorial for John Tadros (brother of Ronda Akl). May his
memory be eternal.

e Today is the churching of baby Jon Salim Stalter, son of Lina and Tyler Stalter
and grandson of Ronda and Walid Akl. May God grant them many years of happiness.

e Today is we are celebrating the removal of the crowns of T] (Tewfik) and
Gretchen Jiries who were married on September 27th. May God grant them
many years.

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our communi-
ty, especially Danny Khammar, Janet Saba, Salwa Makhlouf, Elias Shamieh, Nada and
Rima Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel.

o Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine and the
Middle East.



away from the sinner, but the bishop glanced after her. Struck by the outer beauty of Pe-
lagia and having foreseen the spiritual greatness within her, the saint prayed in his cell for
a long time to the Lord for the sinner. He told his fellow bishops that the prostitute put
them all to shame. He explained that she took great care to adorn her body in order to
appear beautiful in the eyes of men. “"We... take no thought for the adornment of our
wretched souls,” he said.

On the following day, when Saint Nonnus was teaching in the
church about the dread Last Judgment and its consequences,
Pelagia came. The teaching made a tremendous impression
upon her. With the fear of God and weeping tears of repent-
ance, she asked the saint for Baptism. Seeing her sincere
and full repentance, Bishop Nonnus baptized her.

By night the devil appeared to Pelagia, urging her to return
to her former life. The saint prayed, signed herself with the
Sign of the Cross, and the devil vanished.

Three days after her baptism, Saint Pelagia gathered up her valuables and took them to
Bishop Nonnus. The bishop ordered that they be distributed among the poor saying, “Let
this be wisely dispersed, so that these riches gained by sin may become a wealth of
righteousness.” After this Saint Pelagia journeyed to Jerusalem to the Mount of Olives. She
lived there in a cell, disguised as the monk Pelagius, living in ascetic seclusion, and
attaining great spiritual gifts. When she died, she was buried in her cell.

Virgin Martyr Pelagia of Antioch

Commemorated on October 8

The Holy Virgin Martyr Pelagia (MeAayia) came from Anti- @,
och in Syria and was descended from a prominent family
during the reign of Emperor Numerian (282- 284). When
the ruler of Antioch discovered that Pelagia was a Chris-
tian, he sent soldiers to rape her. They had surrounded
her house and were about to seize her.

When the Saint learned of this, she asked the soldiers to
let her go and change her clothes. Lifting her hands and
her eyes to heaven, she prayed fervently to God not to
allow the soldiers to rape her, but that she might depart ™ = ' N
this life as a pure virgin. Then she opened a window and Jumped out, sustaining fatal inju-
ries. Thus, she delivered her pure soul to God, in order to preserve herself from being de-
filed by the boorish soldiers. She was just fifteen years old.

Saint John Chrysostom has written a famous encomium for this Saint, in which he sug-
gests that when Saint Pelagia threw herself out of the window, she was probably hoping to
escape in that way, even though she was risking her life because of the danger she was in,
and not because she wanted to commit suicide.

There was a church at Antioch, and another in Constantinople, which were dedicated to
Saint Pelagia.

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)

On October 12 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Martyrs Probos, An-
dronikos and Tarachos at Tarsus; Martyr Domnina at Anazarbus in Cilicia; and Virgin
Martyr Anastasia of Rome.

On this day we commemorate the holy and blessed Fathers who came together
for the second time in Nicaea, during the reign of the pious and Christ-loving Sovereigns
Constantine and Irene, against those who impiously, ignorantly and foolishly asserted
that the Church of God worshippeth idols, and rejected the august and holy icons.

The Council met in 787 to refute the Iconoclast heresy, whose camp believed that all de-
pictions of Christ, His Mother and the saints should be destroyed. The iconophiles be-
lieved that icons served to preserve the doctrinal teachings of the Church; and they con-
sidered icons to be man’s dynamic way of expressing the divine through art and beauty.
The council decreed that the veneration of icons was not idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5), be-
cause the honor shown to them is not directed to the wood or paint, but passes to the
prototype, or the person depicted. It also upheld the possibility of depicting Christ, Who
became man and took flesh at His Incarnation. The Father, on the other hand, cannot be
represented in His eternal nature, because “no man has seen God at any time” (John
1:18).

By the intercessions of the Holy Fathers, O Christ God, have mercy upon us.
Amen.

THE EPISTLE
Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done to us.
Reader: The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things I desire you to
affirm confidently, that those who have believed in God may be thoughtful of how to
preside in honorable occupations. These things are good and profitable to men. But
avoid foolish disputes, and genealogies, and contentions, and controversies about the
Law; for they are unprofitable and vain. A man who is a heretic after the first and second
admonition reject, knowing that such a one is subverted, and sins, being self-
condemned. When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicods, give diligence to come to me to
Nicopolis; for I have determined to winter there. Set forward Zenas the lawyer and Apol-
los on their journey diligently, that they may be lacking in nothing. And let our people
also learn how to preside in honorable occupations, so as to help in cases of urgent
need, that they should not be unfruitful. All who are with me salute you. Salute those
who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

LAl G5 L G Sl
L Cris L 4,5/‘3_9 Jie &by
(15-8:3) .gabasi ) J gl Gudss u-u-\ﬁ‘ Ay 0o Do
ALl il gl Gl S o 538 o &) lalif A o Fisla ¢ udasi gal3 L
Elageadlly Gy Ealigl) Glalial Ll L aaslilly dical) JleeY) o s3gh dinall Jlell
Gl oAl Ba Iy s de i 0455 Al Al 2 L6 (LAl Husallll lsalal),



dﬂ\a_:h‘)\wj Mm‘_sj:_m M\@ﬁj‘m\mdﬁﬁwu\wbm
s Gy Wl . ‘5—\“\ O due B Y dJyJSﬁ o 6 58 L o Gilas]
Jae YU I o igsd laily .25 Libjgnd S (il ejaddh (3 35806 ¢ ushly (pasalll
Gl e ol g Gl e dlle 2lad Ly 5 y,& Y Fa Bkl clalall sl

.Q:m\ Oz \ ?Su daail) Olay) A L\.\)A;.\
GOSPEL
Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (8:5-15)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed,
some fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it.
And some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no mois-
ture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some
fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold.” And when His Disciples asked
Him what this parable meant, Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of
the kingdom of God; but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see,
and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes
away the word from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones
on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have
no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as for what fell
among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way, they are choked
by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for
that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and
good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.” As Jesus said this, He called out, “He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
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THE DOXASTICON OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

When the rank of the holy Fathers flocked from the ends of the inhabited world, they
believed in one Substance and one Nature of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, delivering
plainly to the Church the mystery of discoursing in theology. Wherefore, in that we laud
them in faith, we beatify them, saying: What a divine army, ye God-inspired soldiers of the
camp of the Lord, ye most brilliant luminaries in the noetic firmament, ye impregnable
towers of the mystical Zion, ye scented flowers of paradise, the golden lights of the Word,
the boast of Nicaea and delight of the whole universe, intercede ceaselessly for our souls.
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THEOTOKION IN TONE EIGHT
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is
Hades despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free,
death is slain, and we are endowed with life. Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud:
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who is thus well pleased, glory to Thee.
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Venerable Pelagia the Penitent

Commemorated on October 8

Saint Pelagia the Penitent was converted to Christianity by Saint Nonnus,
Bishop of Edessa (Saturday of Cheesefare Week). Before her acceptance
of Christianity through Baptism, Pelagia was head of a dance troupe in
Palestinian Antioch, living a life of frivolity and prostitution.

One day Pelagia, elegantly dressed, was making her way past a church
where Saint Nonnus was preaching a sermon. Believers turned their faces
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