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PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peo-
ple: a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our
community, especially Gary (Chip) George, Janet Saba, Salwa Makhlouf, Elias
Shamieh, Nada and Rima Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel.

e Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine
and the Middle East.

St. Elias UAntiochian Onthodox Christian Chuwich
Rev. F1. Michael Jbrakim

Deacen Nictiolas Makhshie
4988 Onondaga Road, Syracuse, NY 13215
Church: 488-0388 Cell: 973-641-8463
Church Office e-mail: office@sainteliasny.com
For Bulletin Announcements email at office@sainteliasny.com
For Liturgy Names & Coffee Hour email the above
Saturday: Vespers at 5:00 PM followed by confession
Sunday: Orthros at 9:30 AM & Divine Liturgy at 10:30 AM

Check out our website @ www.sainteliasny.com
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SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON &
AFTER-FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION (MEETING)
OF CHRIST

TONE 2/ EOTHINON 2

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR I
WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness be-
cause of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I may
glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy

Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQUETTE

O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:

O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner of
the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from heaven
to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he abounds with
healing to all those who honor him.

A ¢ gall dmal) el cmasall jgumad SEH L) cagi)s ela¥) saclE anall DL L]
"Ll e Ko 43y ot SN ¢ apall jedang alany] yladd ailY lall (e deadl) il

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)

On February 8 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Great-martyr Theo-
dore the General (‘Stratelates’); and the Prophet Zachariah.

On the Sunday which falls during the After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of
our Lord, we commemorate the Holy and Righteous Mothers of the Three Hierarchs: Em-
melia (Basil the Great), Nona (Gregory the Theologian) and Anthousa (John Chrysostom).

On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which oc-
curs in the noble Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion.

In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the condition of the
sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge of God’s compassion. For in the per-
son of the prodigal son, we view the wretched condition that sin creates for us, distant
from God and His Sacraments. However, we become aware of ourselves and awaken,
hastening with hope to return to Him through repentance. Our Savior wants to call back
to His mansions all those who have been overtaken by despair, lacking hope of for-
giveness for their grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost children to remove the
desperation from their hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous deeds.

Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us.
Amen.

Martyr Nikephoros of Antioch, in Syria
Commemorated on February 9

The Holy Martyr Nikephoros (Niképhodros) lived in the city
of Syrian Antioch. In this city lived also the presbyter Sa-
pricius, with whom Nikephoros was very friendly, so that
they were considered as brothers. They quarreled be-
cause of some disagreement, and their former love
changed into enmity and hate.

After a certain time Nikephoros came to his senses, re-
pented of his sin and more than once asked Sapricius,
through mutual friends, to forgive him. Sapricius, howev-
er, did not wish to forgive him. Nikephoros then went to
his former friend and fervently asked forgiveness, but Sa-
pricius was adamant.

At this time the emperors Valerian (253-259) and Gallius
(260-268) began to persecute Christians, and one of the
first brought before the court was the priest Sapricius. He
firmly confessed himself a Christian, underwent tortures
for his faith and was condemned to death by beheading
with a sword. As they led Sapricius to execution, Nikeph-
oros tearfully implored his forgiveness saying, "O martyr of Christ, forgive me if I have
sinned against you in any way.”

The priest Sapricius remained stubborn, and even as he approached death he refused to
forgive his fellow Christian. Seeing the hardness of his heart, the Lord withdrew His bless-
ing from Sapricius, and would not let him receive the crown of martyrdom. At the last mo-
ment, he suddenly became afraid of death and agreed to offer sacrifice to idols. In vain did
Saint Nikephoros urge Sapricius not to lose his reward through apostasy, since he already
stood on the threshold of the heavenly Kingdom.

Saint Nikephoros then said to the executioner, *I am a Christian, and I believe in our Lord
Jesus Christ. Execute me in place of Sapricius.” The executioners reported this to the gov-
ernor. He decided to free Sapricius, and to behead Nikephoros in his place. Thus did Saint
Nikephoros inherit the Kingdom and receive a martyr’s crown.
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WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with
?OU our spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall
ollowing the Divine Liturgy. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to
siﬁn our Guest Registry book and complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD
which may be found in the Narthex, and return it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only
Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through fasting,
prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to receive Holy
Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive blessed
Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St. Eli-
as. If you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.



Seeing the Elder’s endurance and his complete lack of malice, two soldiers (Porphyrius and
Baptus) openly confessed Christ, for which they were immediately beheaded with a sword.
Three women who were watching the sufferings of Saint Haralampus also began to glorify
Christ, and were quickly martyred.

The enraged Lucius seized the instruments of torture and began to torture the holy mar-
tyr, but suddenly his forearms were cut off as if by a sword. The governor then spat in the
face of the saint, and immediately his head was turned around so that he faced back-
wards.

Then Lucius entreated the saint to show mercy on him, and both torturers were healed
through the prayers of Saint Haralampus. During this a multitude of witnesses came to
believe in Christ. Among them also was Lucius, who fell at the feet of the holy bishop, ask-
ing to be baptized.

Lucian reported these events to the emperor Septimus Severus (193-211), who was then
at Pisidian Antioch (western Asia Minor). The emperor ordered Saint Haralampus to be
brought to him in Antioch. Soldiers twisted the saint’s beard into a rope, wound it around
his neck, and used it to drag him along. They also drove an iron nail into his body. The
emperor then ordered them to torture the bishop more intensely, and they began to burn
him with fire, a little at a time. But God protected the saint, and he remained unharmed.

Many miracles were worked through his prayer: he raised a dead youth, and healed a man
tormented by devils for thirty-five years, so that many people began to believe in Christ
the Savior. Even Galina, the daughter of the emperor, began to believe in Christ, and
twice smashed the idols in a pagan temple. On the orders of the emperor they beat the
saint about the mouth with stones. They also wanted to set his beard on fire, but the
flames burned the torturer.

Full of wickedness, Septimus Severus and an official named Crispus hurled blasphemy at
the Lord, mockingly summoning Him to come down to the earth, and boasting of their own
power and might. The Lord sent an earthquake, and great fear fell upon all, the impious
ones were both suspended in mid-air held by invisible bonds, and only by the prayer of the
saint were they put down. The dazed emperor was shaken in his former impiety, but again
quickly fell into error and gave orders to torture the saint.

And finally, the emperor sentenced Saint Haralampus to beheading with a sword. During
Saint Haralampus' final prayer, the heavens opened and the saint saw the Savior and a
multitude of angels. The holy martyr asked Him to grant that the place where his relics
would repose would never suffer famine or disease. He also begged that there would be
peace, prosperity, and an abundance of fruit, grain, and wine in that place, and that the
souls of these people would be saved. The Lord promised to fulfill his request and ascend-
ed to heaven, and the soul of the hieromartyr Haralampus followed after Him. By the mer-
cy of God, the saint died before he could be executed. Galina buried the martyr’s body
with great honor.

In Greek hagiography and iconography Saint Haralampus is regarded as a priest, while
Russian sources seem to regard him as a bishop.

THE EPISTLE
Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: The Lord is my strength and my song.
The Lord has chastened me severely.
Reader: The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-
20)

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are
lawful for me, but I will not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the stomach and
the stomach for food; but God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not
meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the
Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your bodies are mem-
bers of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of
a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes
one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.” But he who is
united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which
a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have
from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God'’s.
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GOSPEL
Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to
me.” And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his
property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that
country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citi-
zens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly
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have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and
to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his
father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and
ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the fa-
ther said to his servants, '‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on
his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And
they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and
asked what this meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’ But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo,
these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you nev-
er gave me a kid that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours
came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!” And
he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting
to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and

is found.”
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KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin's womb by Thy birth, and didst bless Simeon's hands as
was meet, by anticipation hast even now saved us, O Christ God. But grant peace in the midst

of wars unto Thy commonwealth and strengthen the hierarchs whom Thou hast loved, O only
Friend of man.

IV callly ISl LY ) Jsia (31
¢licald “"J NG, (Y LS ladas (6% &g ‘;;j:;x\ & 25l AR ol (e b AlY) Fansall &

ol S sy S Ly agBaT () 5l s ecag AV 8 Do e i)

Hieromartyr Haralambos, Bishop of Magnesia in Thessaly,
the Martyrs Porphyrius and Baptus, and three women
Martyrs

Commemorated on February 10

The Hieromartyr Haralampus, Bishop of Magnesia, the S—
martyrs Porphyrius and Baptus and three women martyrs § ©
suffered in the year 202. :

Saint Haralampus, Bishop of Magnesia (Asia Minor), suc-
cessfully spread faith in Christ the Savior, guiding people
on the way to salvation. News of his preaching reached

Lucian, the governor of the district, and the military com-
mander Lucius. The saint was arrested and brought to ,
trial, where he confessed his faith in Christ and refused to &
offer sacrifice to idols. !

Despite the bishop’s advanced age (he was 113 years :
old), he was subjected to monstrous tortures. They lacer-
ated his body with iron hooks, and scraped all the skin
from his body. During this the saint turned to his tormen-
tors, "I thank you, brethren, that you have restored my
spirit, which longs to pass over to a new and everlasting
life!”




