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PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peo-
ple: a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by Kawar/

VanDusen Family. Please pray for the spiritual and physical well-being of Dorris

Van Dusen and Saoirse Van Dusen .

Also being offered in loving memory of Adil Kawar, Danny Kawar ,Maureen

Hamilton and Sue Martin. May their memory be eternal.

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our
community, especially Janet Saba, Salwa Makhlouf, Elias Shamieh, Nada and
Rima Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel.

e Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine
and the Middle East.

St. Elias Untiechian Outhodox Christian Chuwich
Rev. Frn. Michael Jbrahim

4988 Onondaga Road, Syracuse, NY 13215
Church: 488-0388 Cell: 973-641-8463
Church Office e-mail: office@sainteliasny.com
For Bulletin Announcements email at office@sainteliasny.com
For Liturgy Names & Coffee Hour email the above
Saturday: Vespers at 5:00 PM followed by confession
Sunday: Orthros at 9:30 AM & Divine Liturgy at 10:30 AM

Check out our website @ www.sainteliasny.com
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ST. ELIAS

ANTIOCHIAN CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
APRIL 19, 2026
His EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND
METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA

His GRACE BisHor ALEXANDER, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
OTTAWA , UPSTATE NEY YORK AND EASTERN CANADA

REv, FR. MICHAEL IBRAHIM

CHURCH: (315) 488-0388 FR. MICHAEL-973-641-8463

‘DISCIPLES FIRST CALLED THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH.” AcTs 11:26



http://webmail.nyc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.sainteliasny.com

NEW SUNDAY OR ANTI-PASCHA

SUNDAY OF THOMAS THE APOSTLE, CALLED “THE TWIN”
HIEROMARTYR PAPHNOUTIOS OF JERUSALEM; TRYPHON, PATRIARCH
OF CONSTANTINOPLE

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR I
WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness be-
cause of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I may
glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy

Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQUETTE

O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:

O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner of
the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from heaven
to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he abounds with
healing to all those who honor him.
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THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)
On April 19 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate Hieromartyr Paphnoutios of
Jerusalem; and Tryphon, patriarch of Constantinople.
On this day, the second Sunday of Pascha, we inaugurate the celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection, and the occasion whereon the Holy Apostle Thomas touched the Savior’s
side.

This day is called New Sunday, Thomas Sunday or Anti-Pascha. The last term means "“in
place of Pascha” because Thomas did not immediately hear of Christ’s Resurrection and
disbelieved it. Starting with this day, the Church dedicates Sunday to the celebration of
the Resurrection.

As the Disciples were gathered on Pascha, Jesus entered and greeted them in His
usual way, saying, “Peace be unto you.” Then He showed them His hands, feet and side.
Jesus ate with His Disciples and reassured them of His Resurrection. However, Thomas
was not with them at that time, and insisted upon seeing the Savior’s wounds—the print
of the nails in His hands and feet, and the spear in His side—before he would believe that
Jesus was risen. Eight days later, Christ appeared again to the Disciples, this time with
Thomas present. The Master told Thomas to see and feel His wounds. Then Thomas im-
mediately cried out, "My Lord and my God!” But Jesus tells His Disciples, “"Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet believe.” This event also clearly illustrates the human
and divine Natures of Christ.

By the intercessions of Thine Apostle Thomas, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.
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topolis.

During these journeys, Saint Mark was inspired by the Holy Spirit to go again to Alexandria
and confront the pagans. There he visited the home of Ananias, and healed his crippled
hand. The dignitary happily took him in, listened to his words, and received Baptism.

Following the example of Ananias, many of the inhabitants of that part of the city where he
lived were also baptized. This roused the enmity of the pagans, and they wanted to kill
Saint Mark. Having learned of this, Saint Mark made Ananias a bishop, and the three
Christians Malchos, Sabinos, and Kerdinos were ordained presbyters to provide the church
with leadership after his death.

The pagans seized Saint Mark when he was serving the Liturgy. They beat him, dragged
him through the streets and threw him in prison. There Saint Mark was granted a vision of
the Lord Jesus Christ, Who strengthened him before his sufferings. On the following day,
the angry crowd again dragged the saint through the streets to the courtroom, but along
the way Saint Mark died saying, “Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.”

The pagans wanted to burn the saint’s body, but when they lit the fire, everything grew
dark, thunder crashed, and there was an earthquake. The pagans fled in terror, and Chris-
tians took up the body of Saint Mark and buried it in a stone crypt. This was on April 4, 63.
The Church celebrates his memory on April 25.

In the year 310, a church was built over the relics of Saint Mark. In 820, when the Moslem
Arabs had established their rule in Egypt and oppressed the Christian Church, the relics of
Saint Mark were transferred to Venice and placed in the church named for him.

In the ancient iconographic tradition, which adopted symbols for the holy Evangelists bor-
rowed from the vision of Saint John the Theologian (Rev 4:7) and the prophecy of Ezekiel
(Ez. 1:10), the holy Evangelist Mark is represented by a lion, symbolizing the might and
royal dignity of Christ (Rev 5:5).

Saint Mark wrote his Gospel for Gentile Christians, emphasizing the words and deeds of
the Savior which reveal His divine Power. Many aspects of his account can be explained by
his closeness to Saint Peter. The ancient writers say that the Gospel of Mark is a concise
record of Saint Peter’s preaching.

One of the central theological themes in the Gospel of Saint Mark is the power of God
achieving what is humanly impossible. The Apostles performed remarkable miracles with
Christ (Mark 16:20) and the Holy Spirit (Mark 13:11) working through them. His disciples
were told to go into the world and preach the Gospel to all creatures (Mark 13:10, 16:15),
and that is what they did.
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WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with
ou our spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall
ollowing the Divine Liturgby. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to

siﬂn our Guest Registry book and complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD

which may be found in the Narthex, and return it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only

Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through fastin?,
prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to receive Holy

Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive blessed
Holy Bread. We look forward to meetingF you and welcoming you personally to St. Eli-

as. If you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.



Apostle Zacchaeus
Commemorated on April 20

The holy Apostle Zacchaeus was a rich publican at Jericho. Since he
was short of stature, he climbed a sycamore tree in order to see the
Savior passing by. After the Ascension of the Lord, Saint Zacchaeus
accompanied Saint Peter on his travels. Tradition says he became
the Bishop of Caesarea in Palestine, where he died in peace.

The Gospel (Luke 19:1-10) describing Zacchaeus’ encounter with
Christ is read on the Sunday before the Triodion begins.

APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST MARK

COMMEMORATED ON APRIL 25

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark, also known as John
Mark (Acts 12:12), was one of the Seventy Apostles, and was
also a nephew of Saint Barnabas (June 11). He was born at
Jerusalem. The house of his mother Mary adjoined the Garden
of Gethsemane. As Church Tradition relates, on the night that
Christ was betrayed he followed after Him, wrapped only in a
linen cloth. He was seized by soldiers, and fled away naked,
leaving the cloth behind (Mark 14:51-52). After the Ascension
of the Lord, the house of his mother Mary became a place
where Christians gathered, and a place of lodging for some of
the Apostles (Acts 12:12).

Saint Mark was a very close companion of the Apostles Peter
and Paul (June 29) and Barnabas. Saint Mark was at Seleucia
with Paul and Barnabas, and from there he set off to the is-
land of Cyprus, and he traversed the whole of it from east to
west. In the city of Paphos, Saint Mark witnessed the blinding
of the sorcerer Elymas by Saint Paul (Acts 13:6-12).
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After working with the Apostle Paul, Saint Mark returned to
Jerusalem, and then went to Rome with the Apostle Peter.
From there, he set out for Egypt, where he established a local Church.

Saint Mark met Saint Paul in Antioch. From there he went with Saint Barnabas to Cyprus,
and then he went to Egypt again, where he and Saint Peter founded many churches. Then
he went to Babylon. From this city the Apostle Peter sent an Epistle to the Christians of
Asia Minor, in which he calls Saint Mark his son (1 Pet 5:13).

When the Apostle Paul came to Rome in chains, Saint Mark was at Ephesus, where Saint
Timothy (January 22) was bishop. Saint Mark went with him to Rome. There he also wrote
his holy Gospel (ca. 62-63).

From Rome Saint Mark traveled to Egypt. In Alexandria he started a Christian school,
which later produced such famous Fathers and teachers of the Church as Clement of Alex-
andria, Saint Dionysius of Alexandria (October 5), Saint Gregory Thaumatourgos
(November 5), and others. Zealous for Church services, Saint Mark composed a Liturgy for
the Christians of Alexandria.

Saint Mark preached the Gospel in the inner regions of Africa, and he was in Libya at Nek-
6

THE EPISTLE
Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: Great is our Lord, and great is His strength.
Praise ye the Lord, for the Lord is good.
Reader: The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (5:12-20)

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the
hands of the apostles; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch. None of
the rest dared to join them, but the people magnified them. And more than ever believ-
ers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that they even car-
ried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came
by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the
cities around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and
they were all healed. But the chief priest rose up and all who were with him, that is, the
sect of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they laid their hands on the apostles and
put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison
doors and brought them out and said: “"Go and stand in the temple and speak to the

people all the words of this Life.”
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GOSPEL ’
Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (20:19-31)

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be to you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be to you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” And when He had
said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive

the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now
Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
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other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in
His hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place
my hand in His side, I will not believe.” Eight days later, His disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood
among them, and said, “Peace be to you.” Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here,
and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side; do not be faithless, but
believing.” Thomas answered Him, "My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas,
you have believed because you have seen Me. Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His Name.
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THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the
power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing
women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrec-

tion to the fallen.
Gl il eadll (3)asal)
Al el W Wle Gudy camal) 558 Gatd Sl V) ccapar ¥ Ba b i ) G auk Gl
bl a2l b DUED @l Gl S GARN Gl bl eDlala s3ally

Bright Friday: The Life Giving Fountain of the Mother of
God

Commemorated on April 17

Today we commemorate the Life-Giving Fountain of the Most Ho- [
ly Theotokos.
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There once was a beautiful church in Constantinople dedicated to
the Mother of God, which had been built in the fifth century by
the holy Emperor Leo the Great (January 20) in the Seven Tow-
ers district.

Before becoming emperor, Leo was walking in a wooded area
where he met a blind man who was thirsty and asked Leo to help
him find water. Though he agreed to search for water, he was
unable to find any. Suddenly, he heard a voice telling him that
there was water nearby. He looked again, but still could not find
the water. Then he heard the voice saying “Emperor Leo, go into
the deepest part of the woods, and you will find water there =
Take some of the cloudy water in your hands and give it to the bI|nd man to dr|nk Then
take the clay and put it on his eyes. Then you shall know who I am.” Leo obeyed these in-
structions, and the blind man regained his sight. Later, Saint Leo became emperor, just as
the Theotokos had prophesied.

Leo built a church over the site at his own expense, and the water continued to work mi-
raculous cures. Therefore, it was called “The Life-Giving Fountain.”

After the Fall of Constantinople in 1453, the church was torn down by the Moslems, and
the stones were used to build a mosque. Only a small chapel remained at the site of the
church. Twenty-five steps led down into the chapel, which had a window in the roof to let
the light in. The holy Fountain was still there, surrounded by a railing.

After the Greek Revolution in 1821, even this little chapel was destroyed and the Fountain
was buried under the rubble. Christians later obtained permission to rebuild the chapel,
and work began in July of 1833. While workmen were clearing the ground, they uncovered
the foundations of the earlier church. The Sultan allowed them to build not just a chapel,
but a new and beautiful church on the foundations of the old one.

Construction began on September 14, 1833, and was completed on December 30, 1834.
Patriarch Constantine II consecrated the church on February 2, 1835, dedicating it to the
Most Holy Theotokos.

The Turks desecrated and destroyed the church again on September 6, 1955. A smaller
church now stands on the site, and the waters of the Life-Giving Fountain continue to work
miracles.

There is also a Life-Giving Fountain Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos which is commemo-
rated on April 4.



