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THIRD SUNDAY OF PASCHA
SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN,
P1oUs JOSEPH OF ARIMATHAEA & RIGHTEOUS NICODEMUS

TONE 2 / EOTHINON 4

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR I
WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness be-
cause of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I may
glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQUETTE
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:

O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner of
the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from heaven
to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he abounds with
healing to all those who honor him.
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THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)

On April 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Hieromartyr Basil, bishop
of Amasea with Venerable Glaphyra; and Stephen, bishop of Perm.

On this day, the third Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the feast of the holy Myrrh-
bearing women. And we also commemorate Joseph of Arimathaea, the secret disciple, and
Nicodemus, the disciple by night.

The women went to Christ’s tomb on Holy Pascha to anoint His body, only to discover it
empty. We know the names of only eight of these women: Mary the Theotokos, the
“mother” of James and Joses, who were the sons of Joseph the Betrothed from his previ-
ous marriage (Matt. 27:56 and Mark 15:40); Mary Magdalene; Mary, the wife of Cleopas;
Joanna the wife of Chuza; Salome the mother of the sons of Zebedee; Susanna; and
Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus. Joseph was a rich and noble man, and a mem-
ber of the Privy Council of Jerusalem. He dared to ask Pilate for the undefiled body of our
Savior, which he took and buried in his own new tomb. Accompanying Joseph to the sep-
ulcher was Nicodemus, a Jerusalemite who was one of the leaders of the Pharisees. Nico-
demus brought 100 pounds of myrrh and aloes to scent and embalm the body of Christ.

By the intercessions of the holy Myrrh-bearers, Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicode-
mus, and all Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen.



1aSs la
pSse iy cdang )l LyeiS (8 oSSl Ao Gayniy asall Lina Gsleay 0ol W)ls) aoan s
5L J3) oda il 13 L gl Gel3al) aay A€l Ao lE 8 Lina Bogdl) Jolinl Ll alacaid™U
sloand) I3l Cilasles dalay JlSiaaly Sl 50 Jae pigl gl (o Juldl) 320 oy (oK
b e ({539 pSUS Al sadyh sl ) gisle)s A€l paa (8 2agh Al
(e Gilicly Blally agall DA (e a0 agaddl lgdel cpAll (S3655Y1 Cpunnall
&t LY meall prand (Kl - Getiall Gl Jolial desiall GulSH (e QYL Cuf ()
i€ 8 Lads oS G jilly 2SN allass g LAl Guad) 3l 2D Gl Aty
Bpalue IS Y ) ALY dag ey el

PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peo-
ple: a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by Fayez & Nadia
Abu-Manneh. Please pray for the spiritual and physical well-being of Fayez
and Nadia Abu-Manneh, Mahfouz, Lina and family, Rami, Georgina and family,
Joe, Tamara and family Also being offered in loving memory of Mahfouz,
Maggie, Shukri, Milia, and Zaid. May their memory be eternal.

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our
community, especially Janet Saba, Salwa Makhlouf, Elias Shamieh, Nada and
Rima Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel.

e Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine
and the Middle East.

St. Elias Untiechian Oxthadax Christian Chuich
Rev. Frn. Michael Jbrahim

4988 Onondaga Road, Syracuse, NY 13215
Church: 488-0388 Cell: 973-641-8463
Church Office e-mail: office@sainteliasny.com
For Bulletin Announcements email at office@sainteliasny.com
For Liturgy Names & Coffee Hour email the above
Saturday: Vespers at 5:00 PM followed by confession
Sunday: Orthros at 9:30 AM & Divine Liturgy at 10:30 AM
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THE EPISTLE

Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: The Lord is my strength and my song.

With chastisement has the Lord chastened me.
Reader: The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (6:1-7)

In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, the Hellenists
murmured against the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily minis-
try. And the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said: “It is not right
that we should forsake the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out
from among you seven men of good report, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
may appoint to this duty. And we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of
the word.” And the saying pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prdochoros, and Nikanor, and Timon,
and Parmenas, and Nikdlaos a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles,
and they prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God increased; and
the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly, and a great company of
the priests were obedient to the faith.
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Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (15:43-16:8)
At that time, Joseph of Arimathaea, a respected member of the council, who was
also himself looking for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked
for the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him whether Jesus was already dead. And when he learned from the
centurion that He was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen
shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in the linen shroud, and laid Him in a tomb,
which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the

tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. And when
the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome,
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bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early in the morning, on
the first day of the week, they came to the tomb at the rising of the sun. And they were
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?”
And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back - it was very large. And entering
the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a long white robe;
and they were amazed. And he said to them, “"Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Naza-
reth, Who was crucified. He is risen; He is not here; see the place where they laid Him.
But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee; there you will
see Him, as He told you.” And they went out quickly and fled from the tomb; for trem-
bling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.
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THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the
power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing
women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrec-
tion to the fallen.
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Martyr Savva Stratelates “the General” of Rome, and 70

soldiers with him
Commemorated on April 24

Saint Savva Stratelates came from a Gothic tribe. For his bravery he attained the high
rank of military commander or “stratelates,” and he served un- [ T———
der the Roman emperor Aurelian (270-275). \ w3

From his youth, Savva was a Christian and he fervently fol-
lowed the commands of Christ. He helped the needy, and visit-
ed Christians in prison. Because of his pure and virtuous life the
saint received from the Lord the gift of wonderworking, healing
the sick and casting out demons in the name of Christ.

When the emperor learned that Saint Savva was a Christian, he
demanded that he apostasize. The martyr threw down his mili-
tary belt and declared that he would not forsake his faith. They
beat him, burned him with torches, and threw him into a caul-
dron with tar, but the martyr remained unharmed.

Looking on at his torments, seventy soldiers came to believe in Christ. They were behead-
ed by the sword. Saint Savva was thrown in prison. At midnight, while he was praying,
Christ appeared to the martyr and shone on him the light of His Glory. The Savior bade
him not to fear, but to stand firm. Encouraged, the Martyr Savva underwent new torture in
the morning, and was drowned in a river in 272.
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WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with
ou our spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall
ollowing the Divine Liturgy. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to

si%n our Guest Registry book and complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD

which may be found in the Narthex, and return it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only

Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through fastin?,

prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to receive Holy

Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive blessed

Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St. Eli-

as. If you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.



New Martyr Argyra

Commemorated on April 30

The holy New Martyr Argyra lived in Proussa, Bithynia, and came from a pious family. She
was a beautiful and virtuous woman. When she was eighteen, she married a pious Chris-
tian, and they moved into a neighborhood inhabited by many Moslems.

After only a few days, she was approached by a Turkish neighbor, the son of the Cadi
(magistrate). He boldly declared his love for her, and tried to convert her to his religion.
She rejected his advances, saying that she would rather die than be married to a Moslem.
She did not tell her husband, fearing that he would go after the Turk and then be punished
for it.

The Moslem brought her to trial and testified that she had assented to his advances, but
then had laughed and said she was only joking. His lies were corroborated by false wit-
nesses, and Argyra was sent to prison.

The saint’s husband, hoping to get her a fair trial, appealed to Constantinople. There the
accuser repeated his lies before the judge. Saint Argyra said that she was a Christian, and
that she would never deny Christ. The judge ordered her to be flogged, then sentenced
her to life in prison.

She was often taken from her cell, interrogated, beaten, then returned to prison. This con-
tinued for seventeen years. The saint was also insulted and tormented by the Moslem
women who were incarcerated for their evil deeds. The Evil One incited them to annoy
Saint Argyra with these torments and afflictions, but she endured all these things with
great courage and patience.

According to the testimony of many Christian women who were in prison with her, she
humbled her body through fasting. Her heart was filled with such love for Christ that she
regarded her hardships as comforts.

A pious Christian named Manolis Kiourtzibasis sent her word that he would try to have her
released, but Saint Argyra would not consent to this. She completed her earthly pilgrimage
in the prison, receiving the crown of martyrdom on April 5, 1721.

After a few years her body was exhumed, and was found to be whole and incorrupt, emit-
ting an ineffable fragrance. Pious priests and laymen took her body to the church of Saint
Paraskeve on April 30, 1735 with the permission of Patriarch Paisius II.

Her relics remain there to this day, where they are venerated by Orthodox Christians from
all walks of life, to the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Saint Argyra’s name comes from the Greek word for silver (argyre). THE NEW MARTYR
ARGYRA 1688-1721 by P. Philippidou (which also contains a Service to the saint) was pub-
lished in Constantinople in 1912.

Apostle James the Brother of Saint John the Theologian
Commemorated on April 30 yo P
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The Holy Apostle James, the son of Zebedee, was the 'H""i; “”;”” }.:,
brother of Saint John the Theologian, and one of the ! ‘n l Mo,
Twelve Apostles. He and his brother, Saint John, were \
called to be Apostles by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who called
them the “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). It was this
James, with John and Peter, who witnessed the Raising of
the Daughter of Jairus, the Lord’s Transfiguration on
Mount Tabor, and His agony in the Garden of Gethsema-
ne.

Saint James, after the Descent of the Holy Spirit,
preached in Spain and in other lands, and then he re-
turned to Jerusalem. He openly and boldly preached Je-
sus Christ as the Savior of the world, and he denounced
the Pharisees and the Scribes with the words of Holy
Scripture, reproaching them for their malice of heart and
unbelief.

The Jews could not prevail against Saint James, and so

they hired the sorcerer Hermogenes to dispute with the apostle and refute his arguments
that Christ was the promised Messiah Who had come into the world. The sorcerer sent to
the apostle his pupil Philip, who was converted to belief in Christ. Then Hermogenes him-
self became persuaded of the power of God, he burned his books of magic, accepted holy
Baptism and became a true follower of Christ.

The Jews persuaded Herod Agrippa (40-44) to arrest the Apostle James and sentence him
to death (Acts 12:1-2). Eusebius provides some of the details of the saint’s execution
(CHURCH HISTORY II, 9). Saint James calmly heard the death sentence and continued to
bear witness to Christ. One of the false withesses, whose name was Josiah, was struck by
the courage of Saint James. He came to believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. When they
led the apostle forth to execution, Josiah fell at his feet, repenting of his sin and asking
forgiveness. The apostle embraced him, gave him a kiss and said, “Peace and forgiveness
to you.” Then Josiah confessed his faith in Christ before everyone, and he was beheaded
with Saint James in the year 44 at Jerusalem.

Saint James was the first of the Apostles to die as a martyr.



