Y Y ALY s a ool e Busi€ 3 Teadls i s il 2SR allass (i
Byl dSL

PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peo-
ple: a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by the Jiries Family.
Please pray for the spiritual and physical well-being of Nariman Jiries, Nada and
Gada Jiries and Family, Nabeel Jiries and Family, Dalal Jiries and Family, Sami
and Jihan Khoury and Family, Nabila Nasser and Family, Janet Jiries. Also be-
ing offered in loving memory of Tawfik Jiries, Naimeh Jiries, Fahed Jiries,
Nadim Nasser and all the members of the Jiries, Khoury, Nasser, Fanous and
Momkabal family. May their memory be eternal.

e Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our
community, especially Janet Saba, Salwa Makhlouf, Elias Shamieh, Nada and
Rima Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel.

e Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine
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PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR I
WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness be-
cause of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I may
glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Amen.
CHURCH ETIQUETTE
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house.
When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:
O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner of
the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from heaven
to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he abounds with
healing to all those who honor him.
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THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)

On August 30 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our fathers among the
saints Alexander, Paul the New, and John, Patriarchs of Constantinople.

Alexander took part in the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in 325, in place of the aged
Patriarch Metrophanes, whom he then succeeded. When certain philosophers tried to dis-
pute with him about faith, he said to one of them: “In the name of my Lord Jesus Christ,
I command you to remain silent!” The philosophers became dumb from that moment.
Alexander died at the age of 98 in the year 340. Paul the New governed the Church for
almost six years and renounced the throne to receive the Great Habit secretly, to repent
of his sins when he first supported the iconoclasts. He was the predecessor of the great
Tarasius and entered into rest in 784. John was nicknamed "“Scholasticus” because he
was originally a lawyer. He became Patriarch in 565. He wrote Canons which have been
included in the Nomocanon. In his day, the Cherubic Hymn and the prayer “At Thy mysti-
cal supper” were introduced into the Liturgy. He departed this life peacefully and gave his
soul to God in 577.
By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen.
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tery had stood to the monks of Christchurch, Canterbury.

As time passed, the sea continued to encroach on the land. In 1138 a new monastery and
church, dedicated to Saint Mary and Saint Eanswythe, were built farther inland. The relics
of Saint Eanswythe were transferred once again, this time from the church of Saints Peter
and Paul to the new priory church. During the Middle Ages, this second transfer of her rel-
ics was celebrated on September 12, which is the present Feast Day of the church of Saint
Mary and Saint Eanswythe.

On November 15, 1535 the priory was seized by the officers of the King, who plundered
the church of its valuables. The shrine of Saint Eanswythe was destroyed, but her relics
had been hidden to protect them.

On June 17, 1885 workmen in the church discovered a niche in the walls which had been
plastered up. Removing the plaster, they found a reliquary made of lead, about fourteen
inches long, nine inches wide, and eight inches high. Judging by the ornamentation on the
reliquary, it dated from the twelfth century. A number of bones were found inside, which
experts said were those of a young woman. Today the niche is lined with alabaster, and is
covered by a brass door and a grille.

At first, the holy relics were brought out for veneration every year on the parish Feast Day.
This practice ended when several parishioners accused the Vicar of “worshiping” the relics.
Although Saint Eanswythe’s relics are no longer offered for public veneration, candles and
flowers are sometimes placed before the brass door where they are immured.
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WELCOME!

We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with
ou our spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall
ollowing the Divine Liturgby. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to

siﬁn our Guest Registry book and complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD

which may be found in the Narthex, and return it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only

Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through fasting,
prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to receive Holy

Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive blessed
Holy Bread. We look forward to meetingF you and welcoming you personally to St. Eli-

as. If you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael.

1S Slal
pSom g )l Wjei G o)L o pajad asdl Las Ol (Al W15 ey

e oS 5Ly Jal oda il 13 L gl el 38 aey LSl Aol 8 Lina Sogl) Jolil L) alacaid]
O b aagi g slianll f53)) Claglas d8lay JleSinds Jl3 3 o sl Ciigll o Julil) 34
153l Cpdll G355 Cpmmaneall Jadh anss ¢(539 pSESy Al (gadiye aal ) Lgalels ¢Sl

Aadiall eI (e QIFEYL Cu ey (e liiely Blally asall DA o moaa S agdd]

LA el Al DY (I3 Dl 8 Y maal] mad (Sl L el Ol Jolal

7



also die. All of these sorrows awaited her if she obeyed her father. The young princess told
her father that she had chosen an immortal Bridegroom Who would give her unceasing
love and joy, and to Whom she had dedicated herself. She went on to say that she had
chosen the good portion (Luke 10:42), and she asked her father to build her a cell where
she might pray.

The king ultimately gave in to his daughter, and built her a monastery in Folkestone in
Kent. While the monastery was under construction, a pagan prince came to Kent seeking
to marry Eanswythe. King Eadbald, whose sister Saint Ethelburga (April 5) married the
pagan King Edwin (October 12) two or three years before, recalled that this wedding re-
sulted in Edwin’s conversion. Perhaps he hoped that something similar would happen if
Eanswythe married the Northumbrian prince. Eanswythe, however, insisted that she would
not exchange heavenly blessings for the things of this world, nor would she accept the
fleeting joys of this life in place of eternal bliss.

Around the year 630, the building of the monastery was completed. This was the first
women’s monastery to be founded in England. Saint Eanswythe lived there with her com-
panions in the monastic life, and they may have been guided by some of the Roman
monks who had come to England with Saint Augustine in 597.

Saint Eanswythe was not made abbess at this time, for she was only sixteen years old. We
do not know of any other abbess before Saint Eanswythe, but a few experienced nuns may
have been sent from Europe to teach the others the monastic way of life. A temporary Su-
perior could have been appointed until the nuns were able to elect their own abbess.

There are many stories of Saint Eanswythe’s miracles before and after her death. Among
other things, she gave sight to a blind man, and cast out a demon from one who had been
possessed.

We know few details about the rest of Saint Eanswythe’s life. Following the monastic Rule,
she prayed to God day and night. When she was not in church, she spent her waking
hours reading spiritual books and in manual labor. This may have consisted of copying and
binding manuscripts. The nuns probably wove cloth for their clothing, and also for church
vestments. They cared for the sick and aged nuns of their own community, as well as for
the poor and infirm from outside. Then there was the daily routine of cooking and clean-

ing.
According to Tradition, Saint Eanswythe fell asleep in the Lord on the last day of August

640 when she was only in her mid-twenties. Her father King Eadbald also died in the same
year.

The monastery at Folkestone did not last very long after the saint’s death. Some say it
was destroyed by the sea, while others say it was sacked by the Danes in 867. Saint
Eanswythe’s holy relics were moved to the nearby church of Saints Peter and Paul, which
was farther away from the sea. In 927 King Athelstan granted the land where the monas-
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THE EPISTLE
Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: O Lord, how marvelous are Thy works.
In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul!
Reader: The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
(16:13-24)

Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, and be strong. Let
all that you do be done in love. Now, brethren, you know that the household of
Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the
service of the saints; I urge you to be subject to such men and to every fellow worker
and laborer. I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because
they have made up for your absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give
recognition to such men. The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, togeth-
er with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the brethren
send greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with my
own hand. If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come! The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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GOSPEL

Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (21:33-42)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a householder who planted a vineyard,

and set a hedge around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to

tenants, and went into another country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his

servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one,

killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first;

and they did the same to them. Afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is
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the heir; come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” And they took him and cast him
out of the vineyard, and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a mis-
erable death, and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their
seasons.” Jesus said to them, “"Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The very stone
which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes?"”
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KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of
barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people
do celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren
doth give birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.
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Saint Eanswythe, Abbess of Folkestone
Commemorated on August 31
Saint Eanswythe was born around 614, the only daughter of King Eadbald of Kent and his

wife Emma, who was a Frankish princess. At the time of Eanswythe’s birth, her father was
probably a pagan, while her mother was almost certainly a Christian. Therefore, it is high-
ly likely that Eanswythe was baptized and raised as a Christian.

When she was two years old, her paternal grandfather King Ethelbert of Kent (February
4

25) died. Saint Ethelbert had been baptized at 4 /’ 2N
Saint Martin’s church in Canterbury by Saint Au- / N
gustine of Canterbury (May 28). It was Saint Au- / /

gustine who came to England in 597 with several
monks in order to re-establish Christianity, which \
had almost been wiped out by the pagan Anglo- \ f
Saxons. These monks carried out their missionary ST CANS '-/r
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<

work under the protection of King Ethelbert.

Eanswythe’s father King Eadbald offered no opposi-
tion to Christianity while his father was alive. When
Saint Ethelbert died, however, Eadbald’s attitude
changed. Not only did he embrace idolatry, he also
married his father’s second wife (Bede, ECCLESI-
ASTICAL HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE Book
2, ch. 1). While this practice was prohibited by
Church law, it was quite common among the pagan
royalty.

About this time, King Sabert of the East Saxons
(and a convert to Christianity) passed away. His
three sons were pagans, and so idolatry returned
to that territory as well.

Saint Laurence of Canterbury (February 3), Saint Mellitus of London (April 24), and Saint
Justus of Rochester (November 10) held a council to determine what they should do. They
decided that they should not waste their time among the pagans, and to go where people
would be more receptive to their preaching. Appalled by the King’s behavior and by the
rise of paganism, Saints Mellitus and Justus went to Gaul.

The night before he was to leave Canterbury, Saint Laurence decided to sleep in the
church of Saints Peter and Paul. Saint Peter appeared to him and rebuked him for even
thinking of leaving his flock. He also beat Saint Laurence, who remained with his flock and
even converted King Eadbald.

The king ended his unlawful marriage and was baptized. Within a year, Saint Justus re-
turned to Rochester. The people of London, who lived in the realm of the East Saxons, re-
fused to accept Saint Mellitus back to his See. Following the death of Saint Laurence in
619, Saint Mellitus succeeded him as Archbishop of Canterbury.

From her childhood, Saint Eanswythe showed little interest in worldly pursuits, for she de-

sired to dedicate her virginity to God and to serve Him as a nun. Her father, on the other

hand, wanted her to marry. Saint Eanswythe told him that she would not have any earthly

suitor whose love for her might also be mixed with dislike. There was a high rate of mor-

tality for children in those days, so she knew it was likely that at least some of hers would
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