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St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church 

Rev. Fr. Michael Ibrahim 
4988 Onondaga Road, Syracuse, NY 13215 

Church:  488-0388  Cell: 973-641-8463   
Church Office e-mail:  office@sainteliasny.com 

For Bulletin Announcements email at office@sainteliasny.com  
For Liturgy Names & Coffee Hour email the above  

Saturday:  Vespers at 5:00 PM followed by confession 
Sunday:  Orthros at 9:15 AM & Divine Liturgy at 10:30 AM 

Check out our website @ www.sainteliasny.com 

!مأهلا بك  
على مشاركتكم في كنوزنا الروحية، وندعوكم  نحرصنرحب بجميع زوّارنا الذين يصلّون معنا اليوم و 

في قاعة الكنيسة بعد القدّاس الإلهي. إذا كانت هذه أوّل زيارة  معناللانضمام إلينا لتناول القهوة 
لكم، يرجى أخذ القليل من الوقت لتوقيع سجلّ الزوّار واستكمال بطاقة معلومات الزوّار البيضاء 

إلى أحد مُرشِدي الكنيسة. وكتذكير وديّ، يُسمح فقط  اوالتي توجد في صحن الكنيسة، وإعادته
للمسيحيين الأرثوذكس الذين أعدّوا أنفسهم بشكل صحيح من خلال الصوم والصلاة واعتراف من 
زمن قريب بالاقتراب من الكأس المقدسة لتناول القربان المقدس. ولكن يُسمح للجميع الاقتراب في 

نهاية القدّاس لاستلام الخبز المُقدس المُبارك. ونحن نتطلع للقائكم والترحيب بكم شخصياً في كنيسة 
 مار الياس. يرجى توجيه الأسئلة إلى الأب مايكل مباشرةً.

 
PRAYER ON LEAVING THE CHURCH 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peo-
ple: a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The Holy Bread of Oblations today is being offered by Elias and Gloria 
Shamieh.  Please pray for the spiritual and physical well-being of  Elias & Gloria 
Shamieh, Rula & Wadie Suleiman and family, Lina & Mahfouz Abu-Manneh and 
family and all the Shamieh & Dayeh families.  Also being offered in loving 
memory of Fahed, Thurayya, Bishara, Mariam, George, Muna, Dima, Rami, 
Fadi, Jad, Fayzeh, John and Samir.  And all the departed members of the 
Shamieh & Dayeh families.  May their memory be eternal.  

• Please pray for all the sick and suffering, hospitalized and shut-ins of our 
community, especially Janet Saba, Salwa Makhlouf, Elias Shamieh, Nada and 
Rima Tadros, Evelyn Gabriel. 

• Please pray for all those who have suffered and lost loved ones in Palestine 
and the Middle East.  

  

St. Elias 
Antiochian Christian Orthodox Church 

September 13, 2026 
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, Archbishop of New York and  

Metropolitan of all North America 
 

His Grace Bishop ALEXANDER, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of  
Ottawa , Upstate Ney York and Eastern Canada 

 

Rev, Fr. Michael Ibrahim 
Church: (315) 488-0388                                                                                                        Fr. Michael-973-641-8463 

                                                                                                                        
‘Disciples first called themselves Christians in Antioch.’  Acts 11:26 

 

Welcome to St. Elias  
Antiochian Orthodox Church 

http://webmail.nyc.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.sainteliasny.com
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Forefeast of and Sunday before Elevation 

of the Cross Consecration of Resurrection 

Church in Jerusalem 
Tone  6/ Eothinon  4 

 

PRAYER ON ENTERING THE CHURCH 
I WILL COME INTO THY HOUSE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCY: AND IN THY FEAR I 
WILL WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE.  Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness be-
cause of mine enemies; make thy way straight before me, that with a clear mind I may 
glorify thee forever, One Divine Power worshipped in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

CHURCH ETIQUETTE 
O Lord, sanctify those who love the beauty of your house. 

When you enter the church, please remember that the church is a place of worship.  
Please do not disturb others as they worship God.   
 
 

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES. 
 

 

TROPARION OF THE PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH TONE 4:   
O Angelic of body the founder and corner stone of the prophets, the second forerunner of 
the advent of Christ, O Elias, venerable and glorious, thou didst send grace from heaven 
to thy disciple Elisha to dispel diseases and to purify lepers wherefore he abounds with 
healing to all those who honor him. 

أيها الملاك بالجسم قاعدة الأنبياء وركنهم، السابق الثاني لحضور المسيح، إلياس المجيد الموقر، لقد 
 أرسلت النعمة من العلى لأليشع ليطرد الأسقام ويطهر البرص، لذلك يُفيض الأشفية بمكرميه دائما"

 
THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading) 

On September 13 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Forefeast of the Eleva-
tion of the Holy Cross and commemorate the Consecration of the Church of the Holy Res-
urrection of Christ our God. 

 
Holy Resurrection in Jerusalem is honored above all others. Constantine the Great con-
structed it at the place of Golgotha, where our Savior was crucified and buried, then 
arose. For a long time this place had been purposely buried beneath the earth by the 
Jews and heathen; furthermore, during the reign of Hadrian (117-138), a temple dedicat-
ed to Aphrodite was built over the site so that this sacred place might be even further 
desecrated and fall into utter oblivion. It was here that the Cross was hidden. However, 
at the command of the pious Emperor Constantine, excavations were made and the to-
kens of the saving Passion were found. It was here, then, that the very great and magnif-
icent temple named in honor of Christ God’s Resurrection was built under the supervision 
of the blessed Helen, while Macarius was Archbishop of Jerusalem. Macarius elevated the 
venerable Cross and consecrated this temple in the year 336. 
 On this day, we also commemorate the Hieromartyr Cornelius the centurion; and 
Venerable Hierotheos the Younger of Iviron monastery on Athos. By the intercessions of 
Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen. 
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way, exposing the Monophysite heresy. That miracle is commemorated on July 11. 

When the Persians captured Chalcedon in the year 617, the relics of the holy Great Martyr 

Euphemia were transferred to Constantinople (around the year 620). During the Iconoclast 

heresy, the reliquary containing Saint Euphemia's relics seems to have been thrown into 

the sea, but pious sailors recovered them. They were brought to the island of Lemnos, and 

they were returned to Constantinople in 796. 

The incorrupt body of Saint Euphemia is in the Patriarchal Church of Saint George at the 

Phanar in Constantinople. Portions of her relics are to be found in Kykkos Monastery on 

Cyprus, and in the Saint Alexander Nevsky Lavra at Saint Petersburg. 

 

Saint Philotheus the Presbyter in Asia Minor 

Commemorated on September 15  

The Holy Presbyter and Wonderworker Philotheus lived in the tenth century in the village 

of Mravin (or Myrmix) located in Bythnia in Asia Minor. He was a 

married priest, and had children. He devoted himself to deeds of 

prayer and fasting, and works of charity. Because of his holy 

life, Saint Philotheus received from God the gift of working mira-

cles. The ascetic continually fed the hungry and helped the 

needy. Saint Philotheus died in peace. Myrrh flowed from his rel-

ics.  

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

WELCOME!  
We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with 
you our spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee-hour in the Fellowship Hall 
following the Divine Liturgy. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to 
sign our Guest Registry book and complete the white VISITORS INFORMATION CARD 
which may be found in the Narthex, and return it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only 
Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through fasting, 
prayer and recent Confession may approach the Holy Chalice to receive Holy 
Communion. However all may come forward at end of Liturgy and receive blessed 
Holy Bread. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to St. Eli-
as.  If you have any questions, please see Fr. Michael. 
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brought before Priscus to answer the charges against them. For nineteen days the martyrs 

were subjected to various torments, but none of them wavered in their faith, nor did they 

consent to offer sacrifice to the idol. The governor, beside himself with rage and not know-

ing any other way of forcing the Christians to abandon their faith, sent them to Emperor 

Diocletian for trial. He kept the youngest, the virgin Euphemia, hoping that she would not 

persevere if she were left all alone. 

Separated from her fellow-Christians, Saint Euphemia fervently prayed that the Lord Jesus 

Christ would strengthen her for her impending ordeal. Priscus urged the Saint to offer sac-

rifice to the idol, promising her many rewards. When she refused, he ordered that she be 

tortured. 

The martyr was tied to a wheel with sharp knives attached to it, which slashed her body. 

The Saint prayed aloud, and miraculously, the wheel stopped by itself and would not move 

despite all the efforts of the executioners. An angel of the Lord, came down from Heaven, 

removed Euphemia from the wheel, and healed her of her wounds, and the Saint gave 

thanks to God. 

Priscus did not notice the miracle which had taken place, so he ordered the soldiers Victor 

and Sosthenes to take the Saint to a red-hot furnace. But the soldiers, seeing two Angels 

in the midst of the flames, refused to carry out the Proconsul's order and declared that 

they believed in the God Whom Euphemia worshipped. Boldly proclaiming that they were 

Christians, Victor and Sosthenes awaited punishment. They were sentenced to be de-

voured by wild beasts. In the arena, they begged God to forgive the sins they had com-

mitted, asking the Lord to receive them into the Heavenly Kingdom. A Divine voice was 

heard, and the two soldiers entered into eternal life. The beasts, however, did not harm 

their bodies. 

Saint Euphemia, cast into the fire by other soldiers, did not suffer. With God's help she 

emerged unscathed after many other torments. Ascribing these things to sorcery, Priscus 

ordered a pit to be dug. Filling it with knives, he had it covered over with earth and grass, 

so that the martyr would not notice this trap. 

Once again, Saint Euphemia remained safe, walking over the pit. Finally, she was sen-

tenced to be devoured by wild beasts in the arena. Before her execution the Saint prayed 

that the Lord would deem her worthy of martyrdom. But none of the bears or lions at-

tacked her, but only licked her feet. Finally, one she-bear wounded her foot, which bled 

slightly, and the Holy Great Martyr Euphemia died right away. As her soul departed, there 

was an earthquake. The city was shaken, the walls fell down, and the pagan temples 

crumbled. As Saint Euphemia lay dead in the sand, the guards and spectators fled in ter-

ror, so that the Saint's parents were able to take her body and bury it near Chalcedon. 

Later, a majestic church was built over the grave of the Great Martyr Euphemia. The ses-

sions of the Fourth Ecumenical Council took place there in the year 451. At that time, the 

Holy Great Martyr Euphemia confirmed the Orthodox confession of faith in a miraculous 
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THE EPISTLE 
Priest:  Let us attend. 
Reader:    O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 
  Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O Lord my God. 
Reader:  The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (6:11-18) 

Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.  It is 
those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circum-
cised and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  For even 
those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the Law, but they desire to have 
you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh.  But far be it from me to glory except in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me and I to 
the world.  For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creation.  Peace and mercy be upon all, who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God.  
Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.  The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren.  Amen. 

 خلِّصْ يا ربُّ شعبَكَ وبارِكْ ميراثَكَ. 
 إليكَ يا ربُّ أصرخُ الهي. 

(18-6:11فصلٌ مِنْ رسالةِ القدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَسولِ إلى أهْلِ غلاطية. )   
  يا إخْوَةُ، أُنْظُروا ما أعْظَمَ الكِتاباتِ التي كَتَبْتُها إلَيْكُمْ بِيَدي. إنَّ كُلَّ الذينَ يُريدونَ أنْ يُرضُوا بَحَسَبِ 

ونَ هُمْ  تِن الجَسَدِ يُلْزِمُونَكُمْ أنْ تَخْتَتِنُوا، وإنَّما ذلِكَ لِئَلاَّ يُضْطَهَدوا مِنْ أجْلِ صَليبِ المَسيحِ. لأنَّ الذينَ يَخْتَ 
فْتَخِرَ   أ أَنْفُسُهُم لا يَحفَظُونَ الناموسَ بَلْ إنَّما يُريدونَ أنْ تَختَتِنُوا لِيَفْتَخِروا بِأَجْسادِكُمْ. أمَّا أنا، فَحاشى لي أنْ 

  يْسَ إلاَّ بِصَليبِ رَبِّنَا يَسوعَ المَسيحِ، الذي بِهِ صُلِبَ العالَمُ لي وأنا صُلِبْتُ لِلْعالَمِ. لأنَّهُ في المَسيحِ يَسوعَ لَ 
حْمَةٌ  ورَ   الخِتانُ بِشَيْءٍ ولا القَلَفُ بَلِ الخَليقَةُ الجَديدَةُ. وكلُّ الذينَ يَسلُكُونَ بِحَسَبِ هذا القانونِ، فَعَلَيْهِمْ سَلامٌ 

  مَةُ وعلى إسْرائيلِ الله. فَلا يَجْلِبْ عَلَيَّ أَحَدٌ أَتْعاباً فيما بَعْدُ، فَإنِّي حامِلٌ في جَسَدي سِماتِ الرَّبِّ يَسوع. نِعْ 
 رَبِّنا يَسوعَ المسيحِ مَعَ روحِكُمْ أيُّها الإخْوَةُ. آمين.  

 
 

GOSPEL 
Priest:  The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (3:13-17) 

The Lord said, “No one has ascended into heaven but He who descended from 
heaven, the Son of man.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  For God sent His Son into the 
world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” 

 

(17-3:13فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ يوحنا الإنْجيلِيِّ البَشيرِ والتلْميذِ الطاهِر. )  
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ماء.  ماءِ، ابْنُ البَشَرِ الذي هُوَ في السَّ ماءِ إلاَّ الذي نَزَلَ مِنَ السَّ : لَمْ يَصْعَدْ أحَدٌ إلى السَّ قالَ الرَّبُّ
يَّةِ، هَكَذا يَنْبَغي أنْ يُرفَعَ ابْنُ البَشَر، لِكَيْ لا يَهلِكَ كُلُّ مَنْ يُؤمِنُ بِ  ، بَلْ هِ وكما رَفَعَ موسى الحَيَّةَ في البَرِّ

 يُؤمِنُ بهِ بَلْ مَنْ تَكُونُ لهُ الحَياةُ الأبَدِيَّة. لأنَّهُ هَكَذا أحَبَّ اُلله العالَمَ حَتَّى بَذَلَ ابْنَهُ الوَحيدَ لِكَي لا يَهلِكَ كُلُّ 
  العالَم. بِهِ تكونُ لَهُ الحَياةُ الأبَدِيَّة. فإنَّهُ لَمْ يُرْسِلِ اُلله ابْنَهُ الوحيدَ إلى العالَمِ ليَديِنَ العالَمَ، بَلْ ليُخَلَّصَ 

 
KONTAKION OF HOLY RESURRECTION CHURCH IN TONE FOUR 

(**On this day Thou hast appeared**) 
The Church is shown to be  a many-lighted heaven  that doth shine a guiding light  upon 
all them that do believe;  wherein while standing, we cry aloud:  Do Thou Thyself now es-
tablish this house, O Lord. 

 القِنداق للتكريس باللحنِ الرابِع
 قَدْ ظَهَرْتَ هذا اليوم

 ين:إنَّ الكَنيسَةَ قَدْ ظَهَرَتْ سَماءً كَثيرَةَ الأنَْوار، مُنيرَةً جَميعَ المؤمِنين. فإذْ نَحْنُ واقِفونَ فيها، نَصْرُخُ هاتِف
 ثَبِّتْ هَذا البَيْتَ، يا رَبّ.

 
 

Greatmartyr Niketas the Goth 
Commemorated on September 15  

 

The Holy Great Martyr Niketas (Nikḗtas) was a Goth (a Germanic tribe). He was born and 

lived on the banks of the Danube River, suffering for 

Christ in the year 372. The Christian Faith was already 

spreading throughout the territory of the Goths at that 

time. Saint Niketas believed in Christ and was baptized 

by the Gothic bishop Theophilos, who participated in the 

First Ecumenical Council. Pagan Goths started to oppose 

the spread of Christianity, which resulted in a civil war. 

After Fritigern, at the head of a Christian army, defeated 

the pagan Athanaric, the Christian Faith continued to 

spread among the Goths. The Arian bishop Ulfilas, the 

successor to Bishop Theophilos, created a Gothic alpha-

bet and translated many spiritual books into the Gothic 

language, including the Holy Scriptures. Saint Niketas 

worked tirelessly among his fellow Goths to teach them 

about Christ. Through his personal example and inspired 

words, he brought many of them to the Christian Faith. 
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After his defeat, however, Athanaric managed to regroup his forces. He returned to his 

own country and regained his former power. Since he remained a pagan, he continued to 

hate the Christians and persecuted them, seeking revenge for the humiliation he had en-

dured at their hands. 

Saint Niketas had to contend against both visible and invisible enemies. In opposing these 

invisible enemies, he converted many pagans to Christ, and strengthened the faithful for 

the contest of martyrdom. Filled with zeal for God, the Saint denounced the persecutor 

Athanaric for his cruelty and impiety, because he subjected the Christians to severe tor-

ments. 

Saint Niketas prevailed against both of these enemies. He trampled the devil underfoot, 

and defeated Athanaric in battle. The cruel tormentor was troubled because he was unable 

to convert Saint Niketas to his own impiety, and so he resolved to capture the Saint and 

put him to death. 

Saint Niketas endured many tortures, and then he was thrown into a fire. Although his 

body was not burnt by the fire, he surrendered his soul to God, and his relics were illu-

mined by a radiant light. By night, a Christian named Marianus, took the body of Saint Ni-

ketas, and buried it in Cilicia. Afterward, it was transferred to Constantinople. Part of the 

relics of the Great Martyr Niketas were later given to the monastery of Vysokie Dechani in 

Serbia. Thus Saint Niketas received an unfading crown of glory from Christ on September 

15, 372. 

We pray to Saint Niketas for the preservation of children from birth defects. 

 
Great Martyr Euphemia the All-praised 
Commemorated on September 16  
The Holy Great Martyr Euphemia (Euphēmia / Ευφημία) was 

the daughter of Christian parents, the senator Philophronos 

and his wife Theodosia. She suffered for Christ in the year 

304 in the city of Chalcedon, on the Bosphorus opposite 

Constantinople, the Queen of Cities. 

Priscus, the Proconsul of Chalcedon, issued a decree which 

required all the inhabitants of Chalcedon and the surround-

ing area to attend a pagan festival, in order to worship and 

offer sacrifice to the idol of Ares. He threatened grave tor-

ments for anyone who failed to appear. During this impious 

festival, 49 Christians were hidden in one house, where they 

worshiped the true God in secret. The young virgin Euphe-

mia was among those who prayed there. 

Soon their hiding place was discovered, and they were 


